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BEANSTALK UPDATE FROM 
‘GAMLINGAY PLAYERS’

The Magic Beanstalk is now fully grown and ready for 
the performances of  the pantomime ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ on 
Friday 29th, 
Saturday 30th November 
and Sunday 1st December. 

We’re ready for you – are you ready for us?
Tickets, priced at £9 adults and £7.50 for concession & 
children, are on sale from 1st November from The Hub 
or are on sale online NOW at: www.gamlingayplayers.
org.

Evening performances at 7.30pm on Friday and 
Saturday plus Matinees at 2.30pm on Saturday 
and Sunday, with a licensed bar available at all 
performances.

Don’t miss this traditional family entertainment in your 
village.

distance travelled by the driver, confirmed at the time of booking.  Most of 
the hospital drives will cost £10 return, from Gamlingay. There is a minimum 
charge of £1.00 per return journey of up to four miles.
Passengers pay the driver at the end of the journey.  

How do I book a journey?

To find out more about the scheme or to arrange a journey, telephone
 

07519 493 701
  
When booking a journey, please give at least THREE working days’ notice 
unless it is an emergency, when we will always try to help. If the telephone 
is unmanned, a recorded message will ask you to leave your name and 
telephone number; the booking co-ordinator will call you back as soon as 
possible. Please note that a journey is NOT booked until confirmed by a co-
ordinator.

Leaflets outlining details of this and other transport facilities are available at 
the surgery and EcoHub.

Thank you to the new volunteer drivers who have come forward to help 
spread the workload. WE apprecaite you all giving your time to help.

Gamlingay and Hatleys 
Community Car Scheme                 

If you live in Gamlingay, the Hatleys, 
Waresley or the Gransdens and 
have difficulty getting to medical 
appointments, day centres, the 
shops or visiting a relative in 
hospital, then we are here to help. 
The scheme is operated by a 
small team of approved volunteers 
and sponsored by Cambridge 
CountyCouncil.

Who is the service for?

The scheme is for individuals who 
do not have their own means of 
transport and are unable to use 
conventional public transport for 
reasons of age, frailty, impaired 
mobility or lack of public transport. 

What is covered?

The service can be used for return 
journeys to:
 
Gamlingay or Potton surgeries for 
doctors’ appointments
Hospitals (Addenbrookes, 
Hinchingbrooke, Bedford, Lister, Ely, 
etc.) for appointments, admissions 
or visits
Opticians, dentists and other health 
care appointments
Day Centres / Special Needs clubs
Some social purposes
 
If appointments are for more than 
2 ½ - 3 hours, two separate trips 
will be required and charged for. If 
assistance is needed, then please 
bring a carer or friend with you.  
There is no extra cost for more 
passengers. 

How much does it cost?

Passengers make a contribution 
of 25 – 30p per mile based on the 
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Telephone 01767 677 554
Mobile 07926 355 884

For all kinds of foot problems e.g. 
corns, callus, bunions, nail trims

all in the comfort of your own home 
or at my surgery.
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What’s On pages
Please upload your club or society dates using 

‘whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk’ as detailed on our website.
If you also have an article, please submit that as usual. 

Please note that there will no longer be a page cross reference between 
the What’s On pages and page numbers in the main copy. This information 

will not be revised once copy is composited, so check your entries 
carefully.

To advertise your business in the village magazine, please email for details:

adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

£75 a dumpy bag or 
£140 for two (builder’s bag)

Gransden Self Storage
24 Hour Access
7 Days a Week

365 Days a Year

01767 676 189
www.GransdenSelfStorage.co.uk

The Gazette

currently needs volunteers to deliver copies once a month to:

Factory areas, School and Gym (18 copies), and
Grays Road, Avenells Way and Robinson Court (70 copies)

If you can help deliver Gamlingay’s village newsletter, please get in touch 
with Julie Newman on 650685 or nobbynewman@btinternet.com

Thank you
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Christmas is approaching! 

The time of year when we’re 
enjoying a tipple with friends, 
cooking up festive feasts for the 
family and entertaining loved ones. 
With all the fun to be had it is easy 
to be distracted when cooking in the 
kitchen.
50 per cent of all fires in the home 
start in the kitchen and more than 
half of those are as a result of 
distraction whilst cooking.
We want to help ensure your festive 
cheer doesn’t go up in smoke this 
Christmas by sharing our tips below 
for safe cooking over the festive 
season:
Never leave cooking unattended 
Do not cook when tired or under 
the influence of alcohol, drugs or 
medication that makes you drowsy 
Regularly clean the grill pan and 
oven. Built up fat can easily catch 
fire 
Never leave anything cooking if you 
leave the house 
Do not leave anything flammable on 
or near the hob – tea towels, oven 
gloves and even washing baskets 
can catch fire 
Take care when using microwaves. 
Fires can start when people put food 
in too long. 
Oven chips or temperature control 
deep fat fryers are safer than using 
a chip pan. If you do use a chip pan, 
do not fill it more than one third with 
fat and turn the heat down if the oil 

starts smoking 
Fire can break out in household 
appliances so you should regularly 
maintain dishwashers, washing 
machines and driers, never leave 
them on if you go out or go to bed 
and register your appliances online 
to ensure you are made aware of any 
faults or recalls 
Have a working smoke alarm on 
each floor of your home. If it keeps 
going off when you are cooking it 
is probably in the wrong location 
or you may have the wrong type of 
smoke alarm 
Never take the batteries out of your 
smoke alarm. 
If you do have a fire in the house, get 
out, stay out and dial 999.



The Gazette Editorial Committee 
Production Editor Jackie Hough
email editor@gamlingaygazette.uk
Chair Lis Riley
Distribution 
manager
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Advertising adverts@
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Due to changes concerning data protection, The Gazette editor is very cautious about reproducing 
pictures of children. Every effort is made not to single out individuals, and parental permission is 
sought before using any item considered to highlight an individual child.

Your letters and items for articles can be dropped in at 17 Elizabeth Way, or emailed. We do not 
print anonymous contributions.

Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the items included but the views expressed do not 
necessarily represent the views of the Committee.

Copy deadlines
Please upload 

events directly to the 
‘What’s On’ pages 

Jan/Feb
1st December

March
Mon 27th 

January

GARY HARE

Property Improvements

All aspects of carpentry,
internal/external doors

Real wood/laminate floors
Bathrooms

Kitchens designed, supplied, fitted
Ceramic wall and floor tiling

External and internal painting,
decorating and wallpapering

Complete property refurbishment

Telephone: 01767 651 821
Mobile: 0777 397 3420

City and Guilds
25 years experience

Need an …

ELECTRICIAN?

Peter E. Moss 
Established 1972
No VAT added

Phone:  01480 473892
Mobile:  07802 720173 

mosselectric@hotmail.com
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Councillors’ columns Sebastian Kindersley and Bridget Smith 22-23,
27

vegetarian recipe - mile high vegetable pie Roderick Starksfield 24-25

gamlingay united Adam Weustner
26-28

what’s on Ted Bradshawe
historyman - Nick Bruce 28-29

various items Ivan Williams 30

hospice stockings 31

what’s on 32-33

village information 34-35



PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND EVERTON CUM TETWORTH

News from the churches

Rector:  Hilary Young Rectory, 3a Stocks Lane 650 587

Churchwarden: Alec Hissett 45 Fairfield 650 052

Reader:  Chris Miller 11 Bunyan Close 650 779

Parish Administrator: gamlingaychurch@outlook.com

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church
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Sunday 1st 8am Eucharist (said) BCP G

Advent 1 9-11am Sparks G

10.00am All age service G

4.00pm Advent Carol Service E

Monday 2nd 10.00am Communion service Avenalls way

Wednesday 4th 9.30am  Midweek said Communion G

Saturday 7th 1-5pm Christmas Fayre G

4.30pm Craft activity at the Church Hall  for switch-on

Sunday 8th 9-11am Sparks G

 Advent 2 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Morning worship E

11am Holy Communion H

1-5pm Christmas Fayre G

Wednesday 11th 9.30am Midweek said communion G

8.30pm Carols in the Wheatsheaf

Sunday 15th 9-11am Sparks G

 Advent 3 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11.00am Holy Communion E

Monday 16th 2.00pm Gamlingay Primary School KS2 B

7.30pm Guild or St Mary (in the church hall)

Tuesday 17th 2.00pm Gamlingay Primary School KS2 G

Wednesday 18th 9.30am Midweek said Communion G

7pm Carol Service H

8.30pm Carols in the Cock Inn

12.30pm Soup Lunch G

Friday 20th 7.30pm Church Social G

Sunday 22nd 8.00am Eucharist BCP said service G

Advent 4 9.30am Christmas Communion with Sparks H

4pm Carol Service E

6pm Carol Service G

Monday 23rd 2.30pm Potton View Christmas Service

6.30pm Making Christingles and chair removals G

Tuesday 24th 3.30-4pm Live Nativity G

Christmas Eve 3.30pm Christingle Service E

4.30pm Christingle Service (chair returns after) G

11.30pm Midnight Mass G

Wednesday 25th 8.00 Christmas Communion (Said) E

Christmas Day 9.30 Christmas Family Communion G

10.00 Christmas morning service carols and readings E

Saturday 28th 6pm High Mass for Holy Innocents Service (NB TBC) G

Sunday 29th 9.30am Benefice Eucharist E

2pm Baptisms G

December services and events
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St Mary’s Church Gamlingay 
 

 Christmas Fayre & 
Christmas Tree  

Festival    
 

7th / 8th December 2019 
Open Saturday and Sunday 1pm to 5pm 

 
Stalls, Crafts, Teas, Cakes, Carol Singing, Music 

Children’s Activities 
 

Visit Santa in his grotto  
 

Gamlingay School Choir (Saturday 4pm) 
Alice Lucas School of Dance (Sunday 2pm) 

Gamlingay Community Choir (Sunday 3.30pm) 
Grand Raffle (Sunday 4.45pm) 

For more information visit 
www.gamlingaychurch.co.uk 

Facebook: St Mary the Virgin Gamlingay  
Twitter: @GamlingayChurch  

 

 
 

 

Dear Friends – and everyone else
The last Gazette letter for 2019, 
and where has this year gone? It is 
alarming to realise that it is over a 
year since the lead was taken from 
half the church roof. I am often 
asked, ‘is that sorted then?’ and the 
answer is ‘yes and no’.  
‘Yes’ as in the roof is temporarily 
sealed and we are dry inside. There 
has been a great deal of hard work 
behind the scenes and in publicising 
the work, to prepare a bid to the 
Heritage Fund, with the wonderful 
generosity of members of our 
community both in personal time 
and in actual money and promises.
‘No’ in that, as the Gazette goes to 
print, we do not know if the time and 
effort has born the fruit we hope for 
in the form a sizeable grant, which, if 
we are successful, will mean not only 
that the roof is fixed, but that much 
else in the church will be preserved, 
improved and made available to this 
community, which has shown how 
much St Mary’s means to those who 
live in the parish it has served for 
centuries.
Whatever the outcome of the bid, 
we have the need to raise to ‘Raise 
the Roof’ and fix the floors, windows 
and other aspects of the church 
which are in need of repair. IF the 
bid comes off, there is a sizeable 
element of match funding written in, 
based on money already raised, and 
promises given, and that will be one 
target. If the bid does not come off 
(news due as this Gazette reaches 
you) there will be more work to do, 
identifying other sources of funding 
and re-profiling the project to use 
money we already have for the most 
urgent work. This will be particularly 
hard, as the project bid has money 
in to pay for the time of people with 
the necessary skills to coordinate 
and deliver the programme of work 
with the community. If that isn’t 
available, we will be working with 
the time constraints of busy people. 
I thank God for those we have, and 
pray for what we need. 

We are SO grateful to everyone in 
and beyond the church congregation 
who has done so much already, 
and for more to follow. The Project 
Group, led by Chris Smith, will be 
reporting in further in the news 
letters (first of which has gone to 

all households in the village) to let 
everyone know where we have got 
to and what is happening next. 
In the meantime it is ‘business as 
usual’ supporting and living ‘life in 
its fullness’ in these parishes. The 
God who comes among us as a 
human being, in the full experience 
of life’s struggles, can surely be 
trusted to be with us as we seek to 
live out the Good News (Gospel) in 
the places we are. And that is what 
all this is about, whether expressed 
as worship, social activity or care for 
heritage. If you want to know more 
or can offer something, do get in 
touch!
Every blessing for Christmas 2019
Hilary

December letter

 

SAVE THE DATE.  

THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S WILL BE HOLDING THEIR ANNUAL BARN DANCE  
AT  

CASTLE FARM ON 27TH JUNE 2020. 

DOSEY DON’T MISS IT!

Save the date

Annual Barn Dance
at Castle Farm
27th June 2020

Dosey don’t miss it!



continued on page 7

TAYLARD HOUSE

Bed and Breakfast

01767 - 650 517

Dinner on request

www.taylardhouse.com
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www.greensleeves-uk.com  •  Email: hunts@greensleeves-uk.com

 Greens up and thickens the lawn

 Removes weeds and minimises moss

 Completely safe for children and pets

 Locally owned and operated business

 Regular personalised treatments

 No contract - Direct Debit available
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STONEWORKS:  3 Potton Road· Biggleswade· SG18 0DU
SHOWROOM:  83 High Street· Biggleswade· SG18 0LA

www.qstoneworks.co.uk

Tel: 01767 314180
Email: sales@qstoneworks.co.uk

MARBLE, GRANITE  
& QUARTZ WORKTOPS

Templated supplied and installed onto 
new units or as replacement tops

Combining modern machinery  
with traditional skills

All major brands of quartz supplied
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If you were in Gamlingay on Sunday 
3rd November then it cannot have 
escaped your notice that there was 
rather a special fireworks display 
behind the Eco-hub, organised by 
the Friends of Gamlingay Village 
Primary. To celebrate our 20th 
display and say thank you to the 
community for your continued 
support over the years we decided 
to put on an extra special display 
– and from the feedback we’ve 
received, we think and hope we 
succeeded.

There are so many people who 
helped us put on this year’s display 
that it’s hard to know where to start, 
but first and foremost thanks must 
go to legend Dave Twydell and his 
crew from Fantastic Fireworks for 
the work they have put in every 
single year for the last two decades, 
each time delivering a display that is 
somehow bigger and better than the 
last one.

Dave Twydell has made an 
unbelievable contribution to our 
village community and to our school 
and we are all so grateful.

This year you may have noticed 
that Dave was aided and abetted by 
two sensational guests: first, local 
hero and international superstar 
stunt pilot Mark Jefferies generously 
gave his time to deliver a truly 
breathtaking aerobatic pyro display 
as darkness fell: we cannot think of 
a better way to have kicked off our 
20th anniversary celebrations and 
are hugely grateful to Mark for his 
amazing show. If you think you’ve 
never seen anything like it before, 
that’s probably because you haven’t:

Mark Jefferies’s is the only aircraft 
in the UK with full ‘extreme’ 
aerobatic certification for this kind 
of evening air display: we were just 
a tiny bit privileged to have had him 
performing over our village.

Then Rob Stokes and his team from 
The Square in the Air supplied a 
spectacular laser display to support 
the fireworks: thank you so much 
Rob.

The effect of Rob Stokes’s lasers on 
the billowing smoke made a magical 
complement to the whizzes and 
bangs above.

Supplying the soundtrack for all this 
was MC extraordinaire Jez-O: we’re 
so grateful to you for building up a 
brilliant atmosphere and making sure 
everything went smoothly.
Behind the scenes we were also 
supported by so many individuals 
and businesses across the 
community: Brogan group helped 
to fund some of the extra special 
elements of our display; the Co-op 
donated refreshments and supplies; 
Zak Kitcher donated his time to 
produce our new banner; and 
Biggleswade Rugby Club lent us 
their lights: thank you all very much. 
Our food was locally sourced from 
Woods bakery and Woodview Farm 
shop to whom we are very grateful. 
Thanks also to the Co-op, the Eco-
hub, Premier and Woodview Farm 
Shop for selling advance tickets, to 

the Eco-hub for the use of their
facilities, to the Parish Council for 
the use of their field and to Trevor 

FIREWORKS: A LOT OF THANK - YOUS

from the Friends of Gamlingay Village Primary
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LIBERTY
Conservatories, summerhouses, doors, windows and all related 

repairs. Quality PVCu and aluminium specialist.

Conservatories Sash Windows Guttering Doors

Orangeries Casement Windows Verandas

Canopies Bi Folding Doors Fascias

For a no obligation quotation
Matthew Sanders 07976 586 615

Tel/Fax 01767 651 815
email msanders471@btinternet.com

Office 81 Cinques Road Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds SG19 3NR
A FENSA Registered Company, 10 Year Insurance Backed Guarantee
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THE CUTTING MILL
2 Mill Street, 
Gamlingay

01767 650250

CELEBRATING OUR 
20TH YEAR

PROFESSIONAL STYLING
For all the family

 
Find us on facebook  

Gamlingay & District 
Gardening Club

AGM

Please come along on Wednesday 
5th December at the Eco Hub.

 
The meeting starts at 7.30pm and 
it is our AGM followed by a festive 
social

January 8th 2020 

How we made a garden by Neil and 
Sarah Barton

Daisley at the school for his help. 
And huge thanks to the team from 
St John Ambulance and the Fire 
Brigade for helping make sure 
veryone stayed safe and well.

We were also helped by a fantastic 
team of volunteers on the day who 
set up, manned the stalls, sold 
tickets and kept watch to make sure 
everything was safe: thank you all 
so much – the event simply couldn’t 
happen without you. As this display 
continues to grow, we need more 
people to help us make it work: if 
you enjoyed the display, we would 
urge you to consider volunteering 
on the day so that we can continue 
to put on this event. In return you’ll 
get a free ticket for yourself and one 
other, plus a free burger.

As well as bringing the community 
together and having a superb 
evening, our display has raised over 
£4,000 for the school – so our final 
fireworks thank-you must go to you, 
the people of Gamlingay, for turning 
up in such numbers to support us 
again this year.

All the money raised will go straight 
back into the school: we are 
currently fundraising for an outdoor 
library/classroom which will benefit 
children from across our community.

See you on 1 November 2020!

In other news, we were thrilled to 
receive a grant from the Community 
Turbine Tithe Fund last month to 
kickstart our fundraising efforts for 
the outdoor library/classroom. So 
our very last and very big thank you 
is to them for their very generous 
contribution.



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH
Stocks Lane

Lead Pastor: Revd Adrian Semerene
Church Secretary: Sally Graves 01767 650 112

Church office: 01767 651 519

Sunday Services
10.00am-10.30am Awakening Praise 
10.45am Worship Service 
(with GBC Kids & Youth)
Communion will be celebrated on 
1st Dec

GBC Kids & Youth
Fun activities to explore bible stories
Every Sunday part-way through the 
morning service

Small Groups
Meeting Tues Morning, Wed and 
Thurs evening, please contact the 
office for more details.

Craft and Hobbies Group
No meeting this month

Ladies’ Brunch
Contact office for details

Coffee Morning
In aid of GBC and 2019 Charity
Thurs 12th Dec 10.00am-11.30am
Come join us for tea/coffee and 
cake

48Hr ADVENT Prayer Room
Fri Dec 6th 7.30pm until Sun Dec 
8th 8pm
Contact office for details

CHRISTMAS EVENTS
Christmas Concert
An evening of songs, music & more.
Tuesday 3rd Dec 6.30pm

GBC Kids Christmas Party 
Saturday 14th Dec 2.00-4.00pm 

Carols by Candlelight
including pop up nativity.
Saturday 21st Dec 6.30pm

Christmas Day Service
Wednesday 25th Dec 10.00am

For more details please contact 
Jane, our administrator on 651519 or                                                                           
email office@gbchurch.org.uk

“The giving of gifts is not something man invented. 
God started the giving spree

when He gave a gift beyond words, 
the unspeakable gift of His Son.

- Robert Flatt

Oh how exciting it is… The season so many have been waiting for. The 
lights, the trees, the presents…. OOOOOH the presents. Big presents, small 
presents, round presents, cheap presents, expensive presents… presents, 
presents, presents!!! It’s what the season is all about right? The presents? 
Well, no, not really… We get lost in the copious amounts of wrapping, boxes, 
Amazon orders… because we have made it all about the presents we give 
to one another… And Christmas, at its core, is not about those presents… 
BUT…
Christmas is in fact about a present… A really valuable present, Jesus 
Christ:

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him’ (John 3:16)

God started the Christmas present giving tradition, in giving his Son, Jesus, 
to the world. As Christians, we believe this to be the MOST valuable gift 
we have ever received. The gift of Jesus brings with it, forgiveness, grace, 
reconciliation, mercy, unparalleled love, eternal life, and a renewed life. The 
gift of Jesus brings an unexplainable joy that we can’t help but want to share 
and showcase, and we’d love to share it with you.

This season also brings with it many opportunities for us to open our doors 
for special events, to welcome you in, and share with you some of the 
above. With that, we have the Christmas Concert, THE Christmas Party, 
Carols by Candlelight (with Pop-up Nativity), a 48 hour prayer room, and for 
all of these, we will also be opening up our brand new Backroom Cafe. So, 
why not come join us and find out more about the best and most valuable 
present you could ever receive.

Come join us, we’d love to see you soon, please don’t be a stranger.
Feel free to get in touch any time, I’d love to meet with you.

Many blessings

Rev Adrian Semerene - Lead Pastor -Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk - 07472 350860 - Twitter: @asemerene 
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LOOKING FOR A NEW JOB? 

RETURNING TO WORK AFTER A 
CAREER BREAK?

Why not call into the new 

FREE 

JOB FINDER’S DROP-IN 
WORKSHOP

With Lawrie Edwards-Major 
of
The Coach and Consult Partnership

You can learn:

How to write a CV 

How to apply for a Job 

How to prepare for an Interview

I’ll be at the Eco Hub 
Every Wednesday afternoon
From 2-4pm

Just drop in and see me!
Starts Wednesday 8th January 2020



continued on page 12

continued on page PB

POTTON WINDOWS LTD

Quality PVCu windows and doors
Double Glazed - Secured by 

Design

FENSA & 10 year guarantee
Professional Service Assured

Discounts for Pensioners

Tel: 01767 260626
E-mail: 

sales @pottonwindows.co.uk

D C FINNIGAN
Motor Engineering Specialists
Unit 1, Green End Industrial Estate,

Gamlingay

MOT
TESTING
STATION

Tel: 01767 651 653
Your local MOT Test Centre for 

Gamlingay
Servicing and repairs

for most makes of car including 
Classic Cars

Telephone now for fast, friendly service

Accounting & Administration for the small business

Small business? 
Find record keeping a chore? 
Not really sure what you should be 
doing?

Let us help – we can take the whole 
job off your hands or give you the 
training to complete it yourself – 

Accountancy, Bookkeeping, Payroll, 
VAT, CIS, 1-1 Training

Whatever you need we have the Solution!

For a free consultation contact 01767 677 562 
or admin@simplesolutionscambs.co.uk
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Bedford League results:
W/C 30/09/19:
Jets 6 (32) - (16) 2 BCNC Choice 
Diamonds 
Storm 6 - 2 Absolute 

W/C 7/10/19:
Jets 43 - 40 Ampthill Aztecs
Storm 44 - 17 Westoning Diamonds

W/C 14/10/19: 
Jets 40 - 63 BCNC Onyx
Storm 28 - 29 Boltz
Tigers 28 - 41 Meteors

W/C 28/10/19:
Storm 2 - 6 Kestrels
Jets 4 - 4 Team Beds
Tigers 0 - 8 Pandas

Heritage League results:
W/C 30/09/19: 
Jets 6 - 2 Zebedee 
Storm 4 - 4 Baldock White 

W/C 7/10/19:
Jets 2 - 6 Astros 
Storm - Free week 

W/C 14/10/19:
Jets - Free week 
Storm 8 - 0 Priory Hermitage

W/C 28/10/19:
Jets 8 - 0 Coyotes
Storm 4 - 4 Onyx 

(Cup games = 2 points for winning 
a quarter, 1 point for drawing a 
quarter, 0 for losing a quarter). 

Gamlingay Netball Club are very 
excited to announce we are hosting 
our very first Quiz night to raise 
funds for the club. The event will be 
held on Friday 31st January 2020 at 
the Ecohub, arrival from 7pm, with 
the quiz starting at 7.30pm. Bring a 
bottle if you wish! 

Teams should be made up of 
between 6 and 8 players. The cost 
is £5 per player with a prize for the 
winning team. 

To register a team please email: 
gamlingayjets@gmail.com with the 
names of all members in your team. 
Payment can be made by bank 
transfer (details will be provided 
upon request) or by cash to Kelly 

Knibbs. Payment needs to be made 
to confirm your team space. Team 
entries close on 10th January or 
when spaces are all filled. 

We are also holding a raffle and are 
therefore looking for raffle prizes! 
If there is anyone local who would 
like to donate a prize to our raffle 
we would be extremely grateful. 
Please contact us at gamlingayjets@
gmail.com or via our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/Gamlingay 
netball club). All individuals / 
businesses who contribute raffle 
prizes will be thanked personally on 
our social media platforms. 

Thank you very much to the 
following companies who have 
already been very generous in 
donating prizes - Brogan Group, 
Roseshed beauty, The Old Bank 
Barbers, Joolz Clarke Fitness, K.E.G. 
Cole Home Improvements, Sheila 
Wiltshire, Nurturing Baby by Christie, 
Dogzaloud, S & S Cleaning Services 
Gamlingay, Woodview farm shop, 
Ashley’s Childcare Services. We 
really appreciate your support. 

Prizes so far include... a 2 night 
break to the New Forest, Cream 
cakes and cocktails at Mr Fogg’s gin 
Parlour, £25 love2shop vouchers, 
Beauty Vouchers, Fitness Vouchers, 
Dog training voucher, 2 hour house 
clean voucher, barbers voucher, 
£20 Woodview farm shop voucher, 
bottles of Prosecco, Malibu plus 
many more. 

If you would like to buy tickets for 
the raffle, you can at a cost of £5 
for 5 tickets. Please get in touch on 
the email address above or via our 
Facebook page. 

2020 marks a very special year for 
Gamlingay Netball Club - it is the 
Club’s 45th Anniversary. Gamlingay 
Netball Club was established in 1975 
by Sue Jakes. So please come along 
and help us celebrate 45 years, the 
clubs many successes and help with 
much needed funds to secure the 
future of the club. Here’s to the next 
45 years...

Exciting news - we have just 
appointed a Safeguarding 
Officer, Emma Duxbury. Emma 
will be attending the appropriate 

Netball Club
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Policematters

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Lindy Gorton

Tel: 01767 - 650 581

Internal & External
Decorating Services

Personal References available

Competitive estimates
Detailed quotations

Phone 01767 651647

Mobile 07889 966557

Lewis Wooding

Dog Walking & Pet Sitting Services
Established 2010. Fully insured & DBS checked.

www.smileypets.co.uk
Tel:07894 561 765 Email:liz@smileypets.co.uk
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Potton Ladies Club meets on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 
7.30pm at Mill Lane Pavilion, Mill 
Lane, Potton. SG19 2PG. 
We have a range of speakers, 
a lunch club and numerous 
day trips. Visitors are always 
welcome for £5, to include light 
refreshments.Contact: Jane 
Archer at: archerjaja@hotmail.
com or 07778 366 664

Safeguarding courses over the next couple of months so we will soon be 
in a position to accept over 14’s who wish to play in our teams in the adult 
league. 

Finally, we’d like to thank John Newman Bodyworks in Gamlingay who have 
very kindly agreed to sponsor the club which will enable two of our teams 
to buy jackets, which are a savour during the cold winter season, and also 
much needed new bibs for all teams! Thanks so much from the whole club. 

In October we welcomed local 
“home grown” Florist, Sarah 
Hulatt who gave everyone the 
opportunity to brush up on their 
Flower Arranging Skills.  Sarah’s 
demonstration was ‘Flower 
Arranging with a Harvest Theme’.  
She kept us very entertained as she 
skilfully created the  most amazing 
arrangements.  Several of our ladies 
were lucky to win the beautiful 
displays in the raffle.

In November, our speaker Beverley 
Hines talked to us about her work 
in the Syrian Refugee camps in 
Greece.  Beverley works tirelessly 
to provide support, clothing and 
medicines for the unregistered 
people who are otherwise given 
very little.  Our members supported 
Beverley by bringing donations to 
our meeting, including paracetamol 
and ibuprofen particularly for 
children.  Clothing for adults, 
underwear and fleeces, women’s 
black leggings, children’s underwear 
and socks, gloves and hats.  

Thanks were extended to everyone 
supporting Beverley and her family 
in the amazing work they carry out. 

We have a wide and varied 
speaker’s programme, lunches and 
several interesting trips are arranged 
annually.  

New members and visitors are 
always welcome.

  GCSG was set up by a group 
of volunteer residents, with 
support from our Parish Council, 
following the petition for more 
police presence in Gamlingay. 
We aim to advise on safety and 
security for Gamlingay residents.

We have been working closely 
with The Police, The Council and 
NeighbourHood Watch investigating 
security problems and ways of 
preventing crime impacting on our 
homes, property and ourselves as 
individuals.
We have a Facebook page where 
you can find: security/safety tips, 
security products and information 
about local suspicious activity and 
scams.
Scams are another threat and as we 
become aware of the latest ways 
that scammers are trying to part 
us from our hard earned cash and 
property we are posting to keep you 
all informed.
There is much to do and only 
ourselves as a committee at the 
moment. Do you have any skills or 
enthusiasm for what we are doing? 
We are a small group and need 
‘Supporter Members’ - volunteers 
to work with us and help us to do 
more.
CONTACT US ON FACEBOOK  
Gamlingay Community Safety 
Group.

Young care leavers in 
Cambridgeshire supported by 
Police Commissioner’s Fund  

YOUNG people leaving care have 
received funding from Police 
and Crime Commissioner, Jason 
Ablewhite to help them move into 
further education, training or work.
The Commissioner announced the 
£3,000 funding today (Tues 29th 
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Domestic & Commercial 
Electrical Services

From an extra socket to a full re-wire
New builds
Extensions
Kitchens

New Fuse boards
Electric Vehicle charge points

Additional sockets and lighting
Professional, friendly service

Contact Steve
07801 782 299

steve@konnectelectrical.com
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October) at Kings Ripton Court in 
Huntingdon to mark National Care 
Leaver’s Week which ran through to 
the end of November. 

Through mentoring, training 
opportunities and activities that 
promote wellbeing, each individual 
is supported to take their next step 
towards independent living. For 
many young people, this step is 
employment or further study.
Cambridgeshire County Council 
will use the money to purchase 
a number of bikes to help young 
adults who have been in care 
without access to transport to 
get to a work place, a college or 
a university to enable them to live 
independently.

Over the last six months, Police 
and Crime Commissioner, Jason 
Ablewhite has funded a total of 
16 projects helping young people 
across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough to thrive in their local 
communities.

“It’s amazing how a relatively small 
amount of money can make such 
a difference to the health and 
wellbeing of young people,” explains 
the Commissioner. 
“Being able to help young people 
progress and support themselves 
is what my Youth and Community 
Fund is all about.”

Cllr Simon Bywater, Chairman of 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
Children and Young People 
Committee, said: : “For care leavers, 
moving into adulthood can be a 
particularly vulnerable time and 
it’s important we do all we can to 
protect and guide them while they 
go on to live independently.

“This is one of a number of new 
projects we are working on to ensure 
any obstacles preventing care 
leavers from accessing education, 
employment or training are removed 
while improving their health and 
wellbeing at the same time.
“We would like to encourage local 
organisations looking to take part in 
community projects to get in touch 
as we know there is so much more 
that can be done to develop support 
for the young adults who have been 
in our care.”

More than £40k granted to youth 
projects by Police Commissioner 
OVER the last six months, Police 
and Crime Commissioner, Jason 
Ablewhite has funded 16 projects 
helping young people across 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
to get involved in their local 
communities.
The Commissioner’s Youth and 
Community Fund, now in its 4th 
year, supports young people to 
actively participate and contribute 
where they live, helping them to 
become positive citizens and lead 
more fulfilling lives. 
From supporting young people 
through football to understand 
the dangers of carrying knives, to 
setting up a boxing programme at 
Trumpington Community College, 
the Commissioner is funding grass 
roots projects to help improve the 
lives of young people. 
Amongst other projects listed below, 
Peterborough’s Right Resolution 
CIC received £3,000 to help care 
leavers into further education or 
training; £3,000 also went to The 
Muslim Council of Peterborough 
to provide safeguarding training 
to raise awareness of the signs 
of child abuse and Friends of Life 
Education (pictured above) received 
£3,000 to support the delivery of 
age appropriate drug and health 
programmes. 
“Being able to help young people 
support themselves and others in 
their community is a great privilege,” 
explains the Commissioner. 
“Only last week, I joined a group 
of year 6 pupils at Fen Drayton 
Primary School actively participating 
in a Life Education session. The 
interactive sessions, provided by 
Cambridgeshire PSHE Services 
are a fantastic way of introducing 
youngsters to making positive 
choices about what they put in 
their bodies. I was impressed 



Quiz and Puzzle Corner
by Kevin Bentley

Komino Rules:- 
Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box contains 
one pair.  

A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.  
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side. 

November solution 

I hope that you have enjoyed the challenge of solving these Komino 
puzzles. These are similar to the ones that I have published in my first 
book of 200 Komino Puzzles which is currently is available with 25% off 
retail price from my publishers (Troubador) at www.kominopuzzle.com for 
£7.50
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We run a free community NHS hearing aid 
maintenance session in Gamlingay, at the 

Baptist Church, Stocks Lane. 

At these drop in sessions we will clean and 
re-tube your NHS hearing aids, supply you 
with NHS hearing aid batteries, and offer 
information/advice about hearing loss. 

Held on the 4th Friday of each month, 

10am -12noon 

No December session

Friday 24th 
January

Friday 24th July

 28th 
February

28th August

27th 
March

25th 
September

24th April 23rd October

22nd May 27th 
November

26th June SORRY, NO SESSION 
IN DECEMBER 

20
20

Guild of St Mary meetings
All ladies are warmly invited to the Guild of St Mary 
meetings, usually held on the third Monday of each month at 
7:30pm in the Church Hall, Gamlingay. 

We have nine meetings per year with speakers, both a 
fantastic Garden Party and a Christmas Party and at least 
one outing. 

If you would like more information come along to one of our 
meetings, or contact Liz on 650 988. Visitor charges are £4, 
or join us for £6 subscription + £2 per meeting

The next meeting is: 

WI event
December 17th
Christmas party  - bring a plate 
with surprise entertainment
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All Green Landscapes
Mark is an award winning, fully qualified 

horticulturist with over 25 years’ 
experience in landscaping. 

We can provide:

• Patios & Decking
• Fencing
• Planting & Pruning
• Paving & Driveways
• Turf laying or seeding
• Full Liability Insurance
• Fully Guaranteed

For advice or a FREE quotation call Mark 
 

 01767 651126 or 07850397317
17 Plane Tree Close, Gamlingay

www.allgreenlandscapes.co.uk

J Edward Bradshawe
Atcomputers

Contact-man.com

9 Honey Hill, Gamlingay, Sandy.
Beds. SG19 3JU

Consultancy Hardware supplies

Bespoke 
software

E-Trading systems

Web/Cloud 
systems

Computer system 
design

The Online Manager
Yourname.contact-man.com

All your contacts here online on all devices

Phone: +44(0) 1767 650 429
web: jedwardbradshawe.co.uk

Hatley Village Hall 
Available for hire every day

8.30am to midnight  

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall - can seat 
85, with good acoustics

One user per session; new kitchen and boiler 
Ideal for meetings and parties 

Large car park

£11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
To book, please contact Kim Wilde on
01767 650 596 www.hatley.info
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Cambridgeshire’s Victim 
and Witness Hub marks 5th 
Anniversary

POLICE and Crime Commissioner, 
Jason Ablewhite visited with Chief 
Constable, Nick Dean to mark five 
years of helping people recover from 
crime.
The Hub provides confidential 
‘end to end’ support to anyone 
finding themselves a victim of crime 
whether or not their crimes are 
reported to the police. 
Victim and Witness Care 
Coordinators provide confidential 
emotional and practical support 
from the point of reporting through 
any criminal justice process 
including giving evidence at court. 
The Hub also links into many 
specialist services from support for 
young victims of crime, survivors 
of sexual and domestic violence 
to specialist language support for 
migrant victims of exploitation. 
In 2016 the victim service and the 
police Witness Care Unit merged 
so that seamless support could 
be offered to both victims and 
witnesses attending court.
Liz’s story: when Liz found herself a 
victim of domestic abuse earlier this 
year, she was immediately contacted 
by Victim Care Coordinator, Debra 
Tolley. Debra encouraged Liz to 
open up about how she was feeling, 
how she became involved with the 
person who committed the crime 
against her and how it was affecting 
her family and her emotions. Liz 
explains: “At first, I was angry for 
allowing this to have happened to 
me but as soon as Debra made 
contact, she assured me that she 
was not there to judge, instead to 
offer her support and guidance. I 
felt immediately reassured that she 
would be there for me whenever I 

needed to talk. 
“Over the next six weeks, as the 
case against my offender was 
prepared and a court date set, I was 
able to speak to Debra regularly 
which was hugely helpful. The 
person who committed the crime 
against me, although now in prison 
had continued to contact me 
(despite bail conditions not to) so 
Debra discussed the importance of 
going ahead with the trial so that 
justice could be served, avoiding 
the risk of any future victims.  She 
encouraged me write my personal 
statement, which I would read out in 
court. I was extremely nervous but 
Debra was by my side throughout, 
reassuring me that I was doing the 
right thing.”
Liz’s offender was found guilty and 
sentenced. Liz added: “What Debra 
did for me made all the difference – I 
was not only able to process what 
had happened to me, but supported 
throughout the whole process.” 
Steve Welby, Head of 
Cambridgeshire’s Victim and 
Witness Hub added:
“Everyone in the Hub is 
professionally equipped to support 
people like Liz. 
“It’s important to remember that no 
one has to go through being a victim 
of crime on their own. I am proud 
of all the staff who work so hard to 
support victims of crime and want to 
thank them for their tireless efforts. 
Police and Crime Commissioner, 
Jason Ablewhite said:
“If you become a victim of crime or 
witness a crime, the last thing you 
need is to be in the dark about who 
to turn to for support. Taking the first 
step and asking for help, whether 
you report the crime to the police or 
not is a very important stage in your 
recovery. 
“The Victim and Witness Hub is 
part of the force's wider priorities to 
protect those most at risk,” added 
Chief Constable, Nick Dean. 

“In the last five years it has further 
enhanced our commitment to 
keeping victims and witnesses at the 
heart of our service. Thousands of 
victims have received help through 
the service over the years and the 
positive feedback, most recently in 
the latest HMICFRS report, is always 
great to hear, although the most 
important feedback of course, stems 
from those who have used the Hub.

by the questions and level of 
understanding already in the minds 
of the young people taking part.
“I always talk about the importance 
of having early conversations with 
young people to make sure they 
have all the information they need 
to be able to protect themselves 
from falling victim to issues such 
drug and alcohol misuse, which can 
potentially lead to criminality. 
“It’s heartening to see how small 
amounts of money can make such a 
difference in people’s lives.” 
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Tips for the Winter Garden
by Karen Aitkins 

of All Green Landscapes Ltd

“Get involved in the Big Conversation about 
how we shape our NHS

Local residents are being encouraged to have their say on the future of local 
NHS services as part of The Big Conversation.
Funding for healthcare across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough is under 
pressure. More people are using NHS services locally, and resources are 
limited. At the moment, the local NHS is buying more than it can afford 
which means that some difficult decisions need to be made about the 
services it can afford to provide in the future. 
The Big Conversation has been created to help Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), who buy the healthcare 
services in the local area, to understand what is most important to the local 
community. Feedback received will be used to create a set of principles that 
will inform our future plans and help shape our local NHS.
Local residents can give their feedback by completing a short survey online 
at https://bit.ly/NHSBigConversation

Open Arms – Making 
connections

There’s thought to be 50,000 
people at risk of loneliness in 
Cambridgeshire, so chances are 
some of them live near you. With 
winter approaching, life may get 
lonelier; we all tend to stay indoors 
for longer. For some people, ill 
health and bad weather may confine 
a greater number to their homes, 
the fear of falling in icy weather 
and darker nights mean they’re 
too nervous to go out. Working 
neighbours may be out all day, so 
they’ll see few people during the 
week. 
Villages are great at keeping the 
community connected, though 
it’s easy to overlook the impact of 
seasons. In winter, timing events or 
meetings in daytime, or providing 
door to door transport, can help 
to prevent isolation. Helping with 
shopping, especially bulkier items, 
gives an opportunity for a chat, or 
sharing a treat. 
So, making connections, however 
small, can mean so much, whether 
it’s smiling, chatting at the checkout, 
catching up with friends by picking 
up the phone or contacting them 
through social media. Keeping 
connected by knowing what is 
happening in your community gives 
a sense of belonging which improves 
wellbeing.
The Open Arms project supports 
action against loneliness so if you 
have an idea that could help build 
connections in your community we 
can help you to make it happen.
 Please contact us on: 
01954 211919

Days are at their shortest in 
December so make the most of time 
out in the garden it is better for you 
than snoozing in late. Weather can 
be beautiful at this time of year with 
wonderful frosty, clear and sunny 
days a contrast to November that 
can be damp and drizzly.  If we have 
snow this can also look pretty but 
beware of heavy snow on delicate 
plants. Heathers usually put on a 
good show in the winter so if you 
have these in your garden they will 
liven it up now. 
Winter pruning of fruit trees and 
other deciduous trees should be 
done now because they are in their 
dormant period. It is also easier to 
see what has to be done and to 
identify dead and diseased wood 
which can then be cut out.
Work in the garden at this time of 
year is usually accompanied by a 
friendly helpful robin. Be sure to 
feed him and he will return next year. 
All the berry filled trees and plants 
will attract the birds. Holly trees 
are especially attractive at this time 
of year but also for the birds as a 
good source of food. If you have a 
holly bush in your garden protect 
a few stems from the birds with 
netting so you have some berries for 
decoration at Christmas.  
Garden centres are now selling 
winter flowering pot plants which 
you can decorate your home with, 
such as azaleas, poinsettias and 
winter cyclamen. They will fill your 
home with colour over the holiday 
period.

There are fewer pests around at 
this time of year but if the weather 
remains mild these pests will survive 
and be a nuisance so be vigilant 
about hygiene, to reduce problems 
for next year. Encourage ladybirds 
into the garden as they help control 
aphids in a more natural way. They 
hibernate in crevices so be careful 
when cleaning not to disturb them.
Plants can be moved at this time 
of year as long as weather permits 
and the ground isn’t frozen. Take as 
much of the root as possible to give 
shrubs the best chance of survival. 
Protect and cover vulnerable plants 
in the coldest weather. Use straw or 
hessian sacking and not plastic as 
even in winter plants need to breath.
Insulate any outside taps or piping 
to protect against frost and burst 
pipes. This can also be done binding 
with hessian. If you have piles of 
logs watch out for hibernating 
hedgehogs. 
Winter is a good time to plan for 
next year. Plan a new makeover 
for your garden.  Flick through 
gardening brochures to get ideas. 
Get ahead of the game and start 
making plans for that dream garden.  
We are experts at advising and 
putting those dreams into reality. 
Have a very festive 
Christmas and a 
happy and healthy 
New Year. 

Community Care Matters 
(Gamlingay)

This unique independent Caring 
Service for both FAMILIES and 
CARERS covers Gamlingay and 
surrounding villages. The voluntarily 
run, socially aware company works 
with a ‘not for profit’ structure in 
the interest of the community and 
has recently been recognised with a 
County Council grant. 

I began this initiative because of 
the difficulties I experienced finding 
suitable care for my mother to 
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be able to live in her own home. 
My story began when my parents 
came to live next door in May 2007; 
Dad died in April 2012. Mum was 
diagnosed with Alzheimers dementia 
during 2012 and needed help to 
enjoy a quality of life. To begin with, 
a self-employed lady and I shared 
taking her out regularly. As her 
needs became more complex I had 
to seek professional carer support. 
I wanted self-employed carers in 
order to provide continuity of care, 
sufficient time for empathetic, quality 
care and to be assured the carers 
were well remunerated for their 
valuable services.

This proved a very difficult task 
since self-employed carers are rare. 
It has been a struggle but after 
much heartache, determination 
and resilience I have managed to 
gather together a magnificent team 
of dedicated, compassionate and 
professional self-employed carers – 
and Mum is happy.

A couple of years ago I realised 
that not everybody has the time 
to dedicate to overcome these 
difficulties. Hence, I decided to put 
my experiences to good use for the 
benefit of my local community.

Community Care Matters 
(Gamlingay) is the result. It works 
on behalf of both CARERS who 
wish to become self-employed and 
FAMILIES in our community who 
need support for their loved ones to 
continue to live in their own homes.
Our objectives are to: 

1] ASSIST CARERS TO BECOME 
SELF-EMPLOYED. Carers often 
find the idea of self-employment 
daunting and scary but by 
demonstrating how easy it is we 
have encouraged a number of highly 
experienced and dedicated carers to 
‘take that next step’ toward
Higher earnings
Control over their work schedule
Time with clients to provide a 
professional service

We provide carers with advice 
on (for example) registration with 
HMRC; how to submit a tax return 
online; what records need keeping; 
templates for documents; help with 
filling your work schedule etc etc.

2] INTRODUCE FAMILIES TO 
CARERS IN THEIR COMMUNITY.  It 
is not an easy time when a loved one 
needs more complex support than 
the family can provide. We can help 
by:
 -  Taking some of the stress out of 

the process
 -  Making it easy to find a choice of 

professional, experienced Carers 
 -  Ensuring that the cost is 

reasonable
 - Assuring you of continuity of care
 -  Finding carers who have time to 

do an excellent job

For this initiative to become self-
sustaining we ask for a single 
donation for access to the carer 
network for as long as care support 
is required.
Email: communitycarematters@mail.
com  OR  Phone: 07308 646 613 for 
more information

The fall – A festive story 
by Keith Warburton

Anyone might have expected Brian 
to trip. His liking for a tipple was well 
known to everyone really, except 
perhaps Miss Trimble, the organist, 
who was not on intimate terms with 
alcohol and had never been in a pub 
in her life; her indulgence was limited 
to a glass of sherry once a year, and 
that was only ever at the celebration 
in the vestry prior to the Christmas 
eve service:  “just a very small one 
please, otherwise my fingers won’t 
recognise the keys and the stops 
will take on a life of their own”, she 
would trill. 

The now traditional pre-service 
celebration had been instituted  a 
couple of vicars previously, when the 
incumbent at that time had realised 
that putting alcoholic warmth inside 
the congregation was cheaper than 
cranking up the heating to full blast 
for 36 hours beforehand in order to 
build warmth outside them. Thus the 
members of the vestry, the flower 
guild, the fabric committee, the 
choir, the bellringers and the organist 
were welcomed to a pre service 
celebration an hour or so before 
the service proper. This had started 
out as a recognition that it would 
be difficult for them to efficiently 
serve drinks later if they themselves 
were partaking at the time, for at 

the service it was their duty, with 
the exception of Miss Trimble who 
would be otherwise engaged with 
her organ, to serve a glass of alcohol 
to anyone in the congregation who 
wanted one, or two, and sometimes 
more. It was, after all, the season 
of giving. Thus it was that the St 
James’ Christmas Eve service had 
come to gain quite a following in 
the village among believers and non 
believers alike, and over the years its 
fame had spread quite a bit further, 
until these days the pews would be 
packed and late arrivals would have 
to stand. 

The Bishop had been so 
impressed by the generosity of 
the congregation by way of the 
Christmas collection that one year 
he had paid a surprise visit. He later 
confessed that though he’d initially 
been somewhat startled by all the 
red-faced jollity, the whole evening 
had been full of Christmas spirit. 
His enjoyment of the event was 
evidenced by the necessity that 
he stay at the vicarage overnight 
followed by his rather hurried 
and bleary-eyed departure in the 
morning. The bishop didn’t attend 
the St James’ Christmas eve service 
again, but always thought very 
fondly of it, as he spent yet another 
Christmas eve in one freezing church 
or another.   

Happily, Miss Trimble was not 
present when Brian tripped on the 
threadbare rug at the vestry doorway 
and, after stumbling the length of the 
crowded room, cannoning, spinning 
and ricocheting off multiple startled 
people, landed face down on Mrs 
Boothroyd’s tweedy lap.

Nobody had ever seen Mrs 
Boothroyd clad in anything other 
than tweed. She apparently had a 
different tweed suit for every day of 
the week and in inclement weather 
wore a voluminous tweed cape 
teamed with a fore-and-after tweed 
cap: “Can’t beat it, m’dear, keeps 
the rain off your face and stops it 
running down your neck as well. And 
it’s the same in the sun. Can’t beat 
good honest tweed.”  

Mrs Boothroyd wore very sensible 
brown brogues to compliment 
her tweeds, however it had been 
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noticed and commented upon that 
since her husband, The Colonel, 
had passed away she had started 
to reveal a distinctly light hearted 
side to her nature; some said that 
such flightiness did not sit well on 
her not inconsiderable frame, nor 
her mature years, for at this time 
of year her tweed hats sported, 
instead of a few partridge feathers, 
a sprig of mistletoe. It has started 
a couple of years after The Colonel 
had gone to his heavenly reward. 
Although known as The Colonel 
his actual rank in the army pay 
corps had progressed only so far as 
Captain before his service ended in 
circumstances that were shrouded 
in mystery and, given the nature of 
villages, and his job, considerable 
gossip.

Over the years the widow 
Boothroyd’s sprig of mistletoe had 
grown in size until now her head 
looked as if it had suffered a fuzzy 
green perm gone bad. This year 
however everyone’s attention had 
been deflected by her new festive 
fashion statement; she had taken to 
lacing her brogues with shiny multi 
coloured parcel wrap, together with 
utilising a pair of ready made self 
adhesive rosettes which sat boldly 
over her toes.

When Brian landed on Mrs 
Boothroyd’s lap she seized her 
opportunity - and Brian - in both 
hands. “You are a very naughty 
man, Mr Wallis” she whispered 
coyly, although having been raised 
a farmer’s daughter her whisper had 
been honed whilst calling the cattle 
home, and it had been a very large 
farm. Thus it was that everyone in 
the crowded vestry upon hearing 
her voice jumped as if jabbed by 
a pitchfork and turned in time to 
witness her pick Brian up under his 
armpits with no more effort than 
most people would put into righting 
a fallen three year old child, spin him 
round, and set him the right way up - 
on her lap. 

That simple, commanding act 
shocked Brian to his core, shaking 
him out of his inebriated state. Up 
until then most of his interaction 
with women had tended to be as 
subjects of his largely unwanted 
and invariably rejected advances, 

usually in the setting of a bar or pub.  
Although he’d been on nodding 
terms with Mrs Boothroyd since 
he’d come to the village several 
years previously, and had seen 
more of her in the church over the 
last couple of years, she’d always 
appeared to him as the figure of fun 
she seemed to be to other people, 
but with that simple act she had put 
him in a place where he finally felt 
comfortable and at home, and he 
knew he would now only ever aspire 
to spend as much time as possible 
on Mrs Boothroyd’s lap. He cast a 
speculative eye upon her green halo 
…   

However Brian had no time to 
take advantage of the opportunity 
presented by the mistletoe, for 
the verger cleared his throat and 
announced that it was nearly 10.30 
and would everyone please take 
their places in the church, and by 
the way has anybody seen the vicar, 
as he seemed to have disappeared. 
The general consensus was that he 
was bound to show up sooner or 
later as it was his show, so to speak, 
and never mind if he didn’t, “we’ll 
wing it somehow”. Christmas Eve 
at St James’ had become a very 
relaxed affair.

The vestrymen, the fabric guild, the 
choir and the flower committee duly 
trouped, in a cheerful bonhomie-
filled group, into the church and 
took their stations at trestle tables 
loaded with paper cups, bottles of 
brandy and thermos jugs filled with 
mulled wine, while the bell ringers 
headed towards their stations. When 
everyone was smilingly ready the 
verger flung open the doors and the 
crowds that had gathered outside 
started to file in, accept their drinks 
along the way and find a place in 
pews that would rapidly become full. 
One or two of the more opportunistic 
took a drink at the first opportunity, 
drained their tumbler and were able 
to pick up a second before sitting 
down.

Ten minutes before the service was 
due to start the bell ringers started 
hauling on the several ropes. As 
the first bell pealed out there was 
a shriek from above, followed by a 
loud clattering on the stairs, as the 
vicar tumbled down; his descent 
was slowed by the simple practice 

of impacting every one of the 43 
wooden steps with one part of his 
anatomy or another. He took stock 
of himself on landing and. finding 
nothing broken, staggered away 
between the bell ringers, casting 
anxious eyes overhead as he went. 
He recovered his composure and 
made a slow, limping progress down 
the aisle, greeting his flock, and 
indeed sheep from quite a few other 
flocks, as he made his way to the 
front.

Since all eyes were focussed on the 
vicar nobody noticed Miss Trimble 
as she tiptoed down the bell tower 
stairs, shoes in hand, and sidled into 
the church, whereupon she put her 
shoes back on and walked briskly 
forward towards the organ. Nobody 
noticed, that is, except for Mrs 
Boothroyd, who was being closely 
shadowed by Brian. Noticing that 
Miss Trimble’s blouse was trailing 
out of the waistband of her skirt, 
she turned to him and in her best 
farmyard whisper said “Looks like 
you and the vicar aren’t the only 
ones to have fallen this evening.”

Keith Warburton is a member of 
Potton & District Writer’s Group

Waresley Cricket Club

The Club AGM will be held at 8pm 
on Thursday 5th December 2019 in 
the Jack Stacey Pavilion, Waresley – 
all are welcome to attend!

Colts Report for 2019
 
Waresley had 80 registered colts 
in the club junior section, plus 26 
AllStars in the 2019 season. 
 
AllStars is an introduction to cricket 
for 4-8 year old boys and girls, 
and sessions are run on Saturday 
mornings for 8 weeks mid-May to 
early July. This is the third year the 
club has run this programme, and 
the success can be seen with the 
players that have now moved into 
our junior section. The sessions 
have been great fun, and we are 
grateful to Mark Lowten who has 
organised this programme with 
much enthusiasm and energy and 
encouraged parents to join in as 
well! The 2019 intake were a very 
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young group, so we are hoping 
the majority will be returning next 
season before moving into the 
juniors in 2021, with only a handful 
ready for the jump next year. 
 
The junior section had 32 players 
registered at under 9, which meant 
we were able to run 2 squads in 
the Hunts leagues. Both squads 
acquitted themselves well, finishing 
mid table in their respective leagues. 
The highlight of the season was a 
combined team from both squads 
of boys, winning the Waresley u9 
tournament for the second season 
in succession, beating the Waresley 
u11 girls in the final. We had 
sufficient girls to raise an all-girl u11 
team, which was a mixture of 8-11 
year olds. We entered this side in the 
mixed u9 leagues, as well as a girls 
u11 league. They had a fantastic 
season, winning both their leagues 
as well as finishing runners up in the 
Waresley u9 tournament.
 
We had 26 players at under 11, 
where we ran one boys squad, and 
entered an under 13 all-girls team 
(several were u11) in the same Hunts 
league. The boys finished 2nd, and 
the girls finished 3rd, both highly 
satisfactory positions.
 
Since we only had 8 registered 
under 13’s, we were unable to field 
a team at this age group. Instead, 
we rotated the players through our 
under 15 squad, where they mixed in 
with the older colts.
 
We had a small squad of 13 players 
at under 15, but by utilising the 
under 13’s, we were able to put a 
team out each week. This squad 
played in the main Bedfordshire 
under 15 league, which entailed 
more travelling, but meant more 
competitive cricket. The team 
finished mid table in a strong league, 
which again was very satisfying. 
Many of this squad have now started 
playing regularly for either the adults 
Saturday 2nd XI, or the Sunday XI, 
and making important contributions. 
This is the ultimate aim of junior 
cricket – getting players into adult 
cricket!

 Our  thanks to all the coaches and 
managers who spent much of their 
free time helping to make cricket 

such an enjoyable past-time for our juniors.
 To keep up to date, visit www.waresley.play-cricket.
com and follow us on Facebook and Twitter. To 
contact us - email waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk.

SWAN CUISINE (Simple Wholesome And Nourishing)
----------------------------------------------

Pastina in brodo, small pasta in broth for two.

* Chicken broth (own or made from cube or gel).
* Chopped parsley (curly or flat-leafed). 
* Small pasta (Orzo or snapped Spaghetti).  
* One beaten egg. 
* Grated hard cheese (Parmesan or Pecorino).
----------------------------------------------
* Add plenty of chopped parsley to broth.
* Heat up then add half a cup of small pasta.
* When pasta cooked, turn off heat.
* Add beaten egg,  briefly allow it to begin to firm,  then   whisk  briskly with 
a fork.
Serve immediately in heated bowls and add pepper and grated cheese.

Note. Over-cooking the pasta does not matter,  it will thicken the broth.
----------------------------------------------
Its name is Stracciatella, from a word meaning to rip or tear apart; in this 
case the beaten egg when added to the broth and whisked. The ingredients 
and quantities may be varied. This is a simple version. Google the internet 
for others which maybe more to your liking. All you need to know are the 
basics of cooking. If at first you don’t succeed, not to worry, you will the next 
time.

Ivan Williams 
(Explanation. My wife was Sicilian and all of her blood brothers were 
successful in the restaurant business.)

1st Gamlingay Brownies Birthday

1st Gamlingay Brownie unit will be 
60 in January 2020 and to celebrate 
we’re inviting everyone who has been 
involved with the unit to join us for a 
celebration evening on Wednesday 15 
January 2020, 6.00 – 7.00 pm, in the 
Kingspan room at Gamlingay EcoHub. Please 
bring any memorabilia you may have to add to our display; we will have a 
collection of items related to Brownies in Gamlingay over the years to look 
at. There will be camp fire songs and of course cake. 
To help estimate numbers for catering please let us know if you will join us 
on GamlingayBrownies@hotmail.com
Hope to see you in January, Jane Brown (Brown Owl)
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HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM THE 
ECO HUB! 

 
The Eco Hub has had a very busy, but 
 rewarding year, and we would like to 
thank every one of you who have visited 
us, used our facilities, hired our space, or 
supported us in any other way.  Quite 
simply, without the support of Gamlingay, 
the Hub couldn’t operate, and we try our 
best to provide a warm welcome for all, 
whether you just need some printing or 
photocopying done, need the WiFi, want 
to visit the library, come to attend an 
exercise class, or hire a space for a 
celebration or business meeting. 
 
This year we have an extra special 
Christmas treat for you all!  Touring 
theatre company Keeper’s Daughter will 
be putting on a special production of A 
Christmas Carol here at the Hub on 
Saturday 21st December at 2pm. 
 
This production is an innovative, playful 
and faithful adaptation of the classic story 
of Ebenezer Scrooge: a cranky old miser, 
who makes life a misery for everyone who 
crosses his path, until an evening of 
ghostly visitations forces a change in him 
for the better. Two dynamic performers 
give this magical, imaginative and vibrant 
retelling a spirited twist. So take a break 
from the Christmas preparations, bring the 
family, and settle down for a real afternoon 
treat of pure Christmas joy. We will have 
the café open for refreshments too so you 
can help yourself to a cheeky mince pie or 
glass of something warming while you’re 
here. 
 

We’re advised that the play is suitable for 
all ages, over 5, so only not ideal for 
babies or toddlers. 
 
Tickets are on sale now at the Eco Hub, 
just £7 each (adults and children).  All 
proceeds go towards keeping your Eco 
Hub affordable and accessible for our 
community, so please come along and 
support us, and enjoy some very 
Christmassy live theatre. See you there! 

 
Don’t forget that our Facebook page/Twitter feed and 
Website have all the latest about our spaces, rates, 
and what’s on every week.  You can drop in between  
9 – 4, or give us a ring if you wish to discuss an event 
or make a booking. We are Sarah and Kate (joint 
managers) supported by Jake and Tony. 
 
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk 
Facebook/Gamlingay eco hub 
Twitter: @Gamlingayecohub 
Phone: 01767 651 226 
Email: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk 
 



Careers with KMG Systems Ltd

> Sales Engineer
> Mechanical Engineer
> Design Engineer
> Project Engineer

> Fabricator Welder
> Laser Operator/Nester
> Press Programmer/Operator
> Industrial Electrician

KMG Systems Limited is the global leader in the design and 
manufacture of equipment for the biggest names in the snacks 
industry.  We’ve been established on Station Road, Gamlingay for
more than 40 years and have over 100 employees. The business
grows every year and we are currently recruiting for many skilled
and unskilled roles including:  

We see apprenticeships as an investment in our future and we will
be actively recruiting for apprentices to start next summer. 

Apply by email to recruitment@kmgsystems.com

We have other vacancies.  Use the Solution Gamlingay app

or visit www.kmgsystems.com to see the most current
vacancies and more information.
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Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Bridget Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 23

Your Councillors are always ready 
to help. If you have any questions 
about these - or indeed any other - 
matters, please do not hesitate to 
contact County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.com or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com  You can also 
follow your councillors on Twitter: 
@Cllrbridget @SebKindersley and 
Facebook. 

South Cambs Issues
South Cambidgeshire District 

Council: Cllr Bridget Smith

Litter Picking

South Cambs District Council is 
pleased to offer parish councils free 
litler picking kits which have been 
funded as part of the Government’s 
High Streets Community Clean Up 
programme. These kits include: litter 
pickers, bag hoops, Hi Viz vests and  
gloves. You can have up to 20 kits 
delivered; you can keep and store 
them to use as you wish, thereby 
avoiding the need to request these 
on an ad hoc basis. Please can 
you respond to Waste.Enquiries@
scambs.gov.uk, with the subject line 
of Litter pick kit - your parish name. 
Probably a good point to thank 
those residents who go out on a 
regular basis and collect the rubbish 
thrown onto their roads and streets 
by idiots. 

Waste and Bin Matters

The district council has been 
conducting a leaflet distribution 
and door to door visits targeting 
properties with regularly 
contaminated bins. Contamination 
costs a huge amount of money. 
Please wash things you put in the 
blue bin and avoid putting in any 
fabric or food. It is still the case 
that 50% of waste put in black bins 
could be recycled.  Much of this is 
food waste but 17% is plastic and 
paper which goes in the blue bin. 

There is still confusion over poor 
quality clothing being put in black 
bins compared to sending to charity 
shops. Charity shops can usually 
recycle most things so please do not 
bin any clothes.  If you are disposing 
of shredded paper, please put it 
in a paper bag or envelope before 
putting it in the blue bin.
The shared waste service which 
South Cambs runs with the City 
Council is trialing Electric Vehicles 
over the next year in anticipation 
of replacing the entire fleet.  This 
will save money and reduce our 
carbon footprint. The Council is also 
reviewing the current properties 
across the district on a refuse bag 
collection. This is carried out every 
2 years to see if properties now no 
longer require the service and can 
be issued wheeled bins. Refuse 
bags currently cost around 60k a 
year which we would like to reduce 
where possible. If you use paper 
sacks please respond to the letter 
you will soon receive – thank you!.
 
Planning Matters

The District Council has supported 
an outline planning application to 
provide a further 150,000sqm of 
space for employment, conferencing 
and supporting facilities at the 
Wellcome Trust’s Genome Campus 
in Hinxton. There will be up to 1,500 
homes for campus-based staff, 30% 
of which will be affordable.  The 
Wellcome Trust want to build on the 
scientific foundations of the campus 
to become the international centre 
for scientific, business, cultural and 
educational activities arising from 
genomes and biodata. It is estimated 
that around 4,300 new jobs will be 
created by the expansion of the 
campus.

The proposal also includes land 
for new schools, a nursery and 
community facilities and provides 
public open spaces and allotments. 
There will also be shops and food 
and drink outlets, new cycling 
and walking paths, road crossing 
points and alterations to local roads 
including a new roundabout on the 
A1301. A fitness centre and health 
centre are also included in the plans.

Cutting-edge genome and biodata 
research is carried out by around 
2,500 people who currently work at 
the campus, which the Wellcome 
Trust says is now getting full. The 
site currently has around 75,000sqm 
of employment space and 
conferencing facilities. The campus 
is proposed to be opened up to 
provide public access, which would 
enable surrounding communities 
to use a range of open space and 
facilities.

Bassingbourn MOD Site

We have recently been informed 
about changes to how the 
Bassingbourn site is going to be 
used in the near future in that it has 
been reclassified as a security site, 
which means that it will not be open 
to the public in the same way as it 
has in the past and the only entrance 
being used is the front entrance. 
Some 2,000 extra personnel will be 
relocating to the base in 2020/21(ish) 
from Henlow and Chilwell (there are 
currently 140 personnel living on site 
(approx. 36 families). There will be an 
additional 1,000 personnel visiting 
the site per month for training 
purposes (classified as confidential 
training).

Barclays Bank

Many residents contacted us with 
grave concerns about Barclays 
Bank’s decision to give notice that 
customers would no longer be able 
to take money out of their accounts 
over the counter of the Post Office.  
Bridget immediately contacted the 
Local Government Association and it 
is a great relief to us and to all those 
residents completely reliant on this 
service that Barclays have had a 
rethink and shelved these plans for 
now.  We shall be keeping a close 
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eye on things in future to ensure 
that residents (especially the elderly 
and those without access to a car) 
are not discriminated against and 
disadvantaged by such inexplicable 
proposals. 

County Matters
Cambridgeshire County 

Council:
Cllr Sebastian Kindersley

Bus Services

The Combined Authority is launching 
a survey about bus services on 
4 November. Whether you are a 
regular bus user or not they would 
like to hear your views on transport 
services for 2030. They will be 
interviewing people/passengers on 
the street and there will be an online 
survey at
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
FutureBus - if you would prefer to 
complete the survey over the phone 
call 07377 001512.

Levelling Up

Rather extraordinary to note 
Government has written to the 
Mayor confirming the PM’s 
“commitment to levelling up the 
powers of city region mayors and 
their combined authorities across the 
country.” What does this mean for 
us? It means that the Mayor is being 
asked to take on a number of extra 
powers. These include (but are by 
no means limited to): Local authority 
duties and functions relating to 
young persons or young adults 
being in education, employment or 
training, Duty for provision of shops 
and recreation grounds, Strategic 
planning, Functions of Homes 
England including
powers of land acquisition and 
disposal, Promotion of road safety, 
Functions to improve public health – 
the list goes on and on. 

Some issues with this: firstly, 
devolution was supposed to bring 
power to the lowest common 
denominator i.e. us the people. Here 
the Mayor is being offered a wide 
range of duties currently run by the 
County Council. As more and more 
powers are invested into the hands 
of one person our local democracy 

can only wither and disappear. 
Secondly the County Council is 
investing huge quantities of public 
money into a new HQ at Alconbury 
Weald. Why? It should be clear by 
now that there is no longer a future 
for County Councils. And lastly, how 
is one person – even if they were 
brilliant and efficient – able to have 
at their fingertips full control of all of 
these disparate and complex issues 
in order to make decisions that up to 
now have required a full democratic 
process. 

‘BIG CONVERSATION’ 

Bit of a worry, because it’s so 
important and yes – we did write 
about it last month too – but 
this is a reminder!.  The Clinical 
Commissioning Group, which 
commissions our NHS services, is 
asking for our priorities in a climate 
of extreme financial pressure. In their 
words:

“The CCG is responsible for NHS 
healthcare provision to 980,000 
people across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough and has around £1.3 
billion available each year for this. 
Although £1.3 billion may sound 
like a lot of money, this works out 
at just £1,125 per patient. A single 
trip to A&E costs the NHS £73, a GP 
visit comes in at £46, and just one 
night in a hospital racks up a cost 
of £1,722 – meaning the CCG faces 
big financial challenges in trying to 
commission all of the region’s NHS 
healthcare at just £1,125 per capita.”

You can go on-line to find out 
more and provide your views – 
until December 20th. https://www.
cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.
nhs.uk/get-involved/the-big-
conversation/

NHS SERVICES ALONG COUNTY 
BORDERS

Thank you to all those Gamlingay 
and Hatley residents who have 
supplied details of how they 
have been discriminated against 
by the NHS because they live in 
Cambridgeshire but access health 
services from a Medical Centre 
domiciled in Bedfordshire. We’ve 
raised this in the past as this issue 
makes access to specialist services 
a bureaucratic challenge. If you 

find yourself caught out, please 
feel free to get in touch and we can 
help direct your concerns. Your 
anonymized case studies are now 
the subject of an investigation by the 
Integrated Commissioning Board so 
we will report back findings. 

Charging for Care
Cambridgeshire County Council is 
once again consulting on proposed 
new charges for people receiving 
adult social care services—in 
some cases the same charges it 
consulted on two years ago, which 
service users overwhelmingly 
rejected. The consultation runs 
until Sunday 15 December 2019: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
chargingforcare-yoursay

Road Safety

In the build up to Road safety Week 
(18th to 24th November) the police 
are asking your views on where the 
road safety black spots are. During 
the week officers will be out in force 
targeting these areas and those 
offenders. Complete the survey here 
to submit your views: https://www.
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CKKQ8XH

Innovate & Cultivate Fund 

The next deadline for applications is 
1st February 2020. A pre-application 
advice session will be held on 
10th December. The aim of the 
fund is to support initiatives that 
strengthen our communities and 
reduce pressure on County Council 
services, thereby giving a return on 
investment. Council services that are 
inviting applications are adult social 
care and children & families services. 

The fund is open to voluntary, 
community and social enterprise 
sector organisations based in 
and outside of Cambridgeshire, 
and public sector organisations 
in Cambridgeshire. There are two 
funding streams: a ‘Cultivate’ 
fund for smaller projects that build 
community support networks and an 
‘Innovate’ fund for bigger, bolder and 
more innovative initiatives.

We’ve developed guidance on 
starting Cultivate Seed Fund 
Projects that can help people to 
remain independent and active 
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Mile-high vegetable pie in a 
hot-water crust
Nadine Abensur (the Crank’s Bible)

I make no apologies for repeating Nadine 
Abensur’s recipe, it is so good, and 
suitable for a special occasion.  Hot 
water crust pastry is not difficult, but 
needs treating in a different way to normal 
pastry; the hot water crust could be 
substituted for short crust (bought) but 
isn’t nearly as good.
I publish this recipe to give you time to 
think about this for Christmas.  It is quite 
an undertaking, with multiple layers of 
lovely vegetables.  Don’t expect to make 
this in a hurry!

I have tried this with a three egg version, 
and a smaller cake tin.  Other ingredients 
reduced in proportion.

----
What a marvellous thing this is with its 
thickly crimped and fluted rim and its 
well-set layers, at once comfortingly 
mellow and sharply tinged. The hot-water 
crust breaks every rule you ever thought 
you knew about pastry. Still, it comes out 
exotically golden, curiously crisp, friable 
and firm.
I strongly suggest that you make the 
fillings first and then the pastry, working it 
into the sides of the spring-form tin while 
still hot enough to handle. If you do it the 
other way round, the pastry has a slippery, 
slippery way of falling down the sides and 
sabotaging your best efforts. How do I 
know? How do you think?

Make sure to cut the potatoes into thick 
slices. The day I can come up with a 
comparison that describes a slice a 
little less than 5 mm/ ¼ inch thick, I'll 
be happy. Nigel Slater uses a fitting 
comparison to the thickness of pound 
coins for a slice half as thick as the one 
I'm imagining. I have had my head in my 
hands over this one, but I suppose I could 
ask you to slice to the thickness of two 
one-pound coins. Ah well.
The potatoes are braised in saffron 
and garlic to melting golden, buttery 
tenderness, the spinach is nutmeggy, 
mustardy and creamy, the leeks are 
ultra-soft and the mushrooms are deeply 
flavoured and well browned. Serve this 
majestic pie with a gravy as old-fashioned 
as a vegetarian gravy can be. If you must 
have more greens, serve the kale gratin 
(seepl28).

Afterwards or before, serve cherry or 
baby plum tomatoes, halved, mixed with 

slivered salty black olives, a little snappy young 
cucumber, a finely minced red onion, loosened 
with balsamic vinegar and a pinch of soft brown 
sugar, all held in a green glug of olive oil. You 
might not expect it to go together, but it does. You 
see how many this feeds, so it stands to reason 
you'll be expecting a crowd. This will keep them 
happy. Very happy.

Serves 8-10

Potato layer
½ oz butter
1 shallot sliced paper thin
500gm 1lb 2 oz new potatoes, thickly
About 300 ml/10 floz water 
3 plump gariic cloves, finely sliced 
A pinch of saffron
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
1 large organic, free-range egg, beaten plus 1 yolk
75gm 4¼ oz mature Cheddar
Spinach layer
2 oz spinach 
a knob of butter
A pinch of freshly grated nutmeg
1 tsp grain mustard
1 garlic clove, finely chopped
1 large organic, free-range egg, beaten plus 1 yolk
75gm 2½ oz mature Cheddar
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
Mushroom layer
20gm ¾ oz butter
350gm12 oz chestnut mushrooms 
1 tsp tamari and more
1 tbsp brandy 
A dash of Tabasco 
A small handful of basil, tarragon or marjoram
For the leek layer
30 g/1 oz butter
1 kg/2¼1b leeks, washed, trimmed and tough 
green leaves removed, 1-cm/1/2-inch slices
1-2 tsp grain mustard
A pinch of freshly grated nutmeg
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
For the eggs
5 large organic, free-range eggs 
For the pastry
225 g/8 oz butter, or half butter, half
vegetable shortening 250 ml/9 fl oz water 600 g/1 
lb 5 oz plain flour, plus extra
for dusting 1 tsp salt
1 large, organic, free-range egg, beaten
For the glaze
2 organic, free-range egg yolks 
A pinch of salt
2 tbsp double cream

For the potato layer, melt the butter over a gentle 
heat and soften the shallot for a moment or two 
- there must be only infinite gentleness here. Add 
the potatoes to the same large pan - a pressure 
cooker is absolutely ideal. Cover with 200 ml/7 fl 
oz water.
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You may need to add the rest in 
dribs and drabs, you may not - it 
depends on your pan and the quality 
of your heat. Also add the saffron, 
salt and pepper. Cover with a lid. 
I use the pressure cooker lid, half 
turned so it seals without activating 
the pressure valve, another lid is fine 
but I like the hermetic seal of this - it 
allows for the meaning of hermetism 
- alchemy. That's what it's all about, 
n’iest-ce pas. Bring this to the boil 
and quickly reduce to a simmer.

When they are there - about 20 
minutes, the pan moved about 
fairly regularly over a medium heat 
throughout - and all that remains of 
the liquid is a slippery saffron glow, 
add the beaten egg and egg yolk as 
well as the cheese. Turn with care 
and set aside.
The spinach happens more 

pragmatically. Simply add it to a 
knob of just melted butter and let 
it wilt for an exact 6 minutes. Then 
let it cool and squeeze out what 
liquid you can without squeezing it 
to death. Season with salt and black 
pepper, nutmeg, grain mustard and 
garlic. Add the beaten egg, egg yolk 
and cheese.

For the mushrooms, melt the butter 
in a frying pan - it could be the one 
you've just done the spinach in - and 
add the mushrooms, each cut into 3 
fairly chunky slices. Toss them in the 
butter until well coated and fry them 
on a high heat - they'll release liquid 
so quickly that the butter shouldn't 
burn. Keep moving the pan about 
briskly. After a brief minute of this, 

add the tamari and brandy and keep 
going a bit like a Chinese wok fryer, 
fast and furious. The mushrooms 
should still be firm, dark with soy 
sauce and seared in places. Finish 
with the Tabasco to give them a kick 
and, at the last, a handful of the herb 
of your choice - anything from sweet 
to musty. If any liquid remains in the 
pan, add it to the gravy if you are 
making it. If not, then drain it off.

Finally, for the leeks, melt the butter 
and soften the leeks, then season 
with the other ingredients. They will 
take 10 minutes over a gentle heat 
but should not colour.

While all this is happening - and 
all of the above three steps can 
be done in the time it takes the 
potatoes to come to their best - 
place the 5 large eggs in a pan of 
cold water. Bring to the boil and from 
that moment on, time for exactly 3 

minutes. Immediately remove them 
and refresh under cold water, peeling 
them carefully.

While the fillings cool down a bit 
make the pastry. Place the butter 
and vegetable shortening (if using) 
in a pan with the water and bring 
to the boil. Pour this straight into a 
bowl containing the flour and salt. 
Add the beaten egg and mix to a 
soft, sensually textured dough. Allow 
to cool slightly and cut off three-
quarters of the pastry, reserv¬ing the 
rest wrapped in cling film until later.

Place the first lot in a 30-cm/12-inch 
spring-form tin and press it up the 
sides and over to leave a 2-cm/l-
inch overhang. I roll it out sometimes 

first, but it tears easily so it's easier 
to do as I first suggest.

Preheat the oven to 190°C/375°F/
gas mark 5. Then begin the 
pleas¬urable process of layering, 
first the potatoes, then the spinach, 
a layer of mushrooms then the eggs 
softly snuggled in, the leeks heaped 
around and over and in between 
until they reach the top of the dish.

Now lightly roll or press the 
remaining pastry on to a lightly 
floured surface and cut a lid from 
it. Lift it over a flour-dusted rolling 
pin on to the pie and then roll the 
overhang over, pushing with the 
index finger of one hand, the thick 
wedge of pastry between the thumb 
and index finger of the other. Do this 
all the way round to make a thickly 
crimped and fluted rim.

For the glaze, beat the egg yolks, 
salt and double cream together 
lightly and brush the top and edge 
and tiny crevices with this abundant 
glaze, keeping a little back for the 
decorations. Make a finger-sized 
hole in the middle of the lid - start 
with the point of a small knife, then 
burrow your finger into the pie. You 
can use one of those ceramic birds 
with an open beak if you want to and 
if you have one.

Sway the pie gently from side to 
side, letting the deliberately over-
generous yellow cream glaze flow 
into the hole, pouring any excess in 
there yourself if you need to.

Last but not least, roll the trimmings 
to a long piece, cut 2-cm/ 1-inch-
wide strips from it and from this, 
several diamond shapes, which 
when turned, roughly veined with 
a sharp knife and twisted make 
passable-looking leaves to stick on 
top of the pastry. A 5- or 6-petalled 
configuration looks pretty. Brush 
with the remaining glaze.

Bake in the oven for about 1 to 2 
hours until the top is as rich and 
warm as expensive gold. 
Leave in the tin for a good 15 
minutes before you open the spring-
form rim. The sides will also be 
golden and the pie will sit proudly on 
any platter. Present at once and cut 
into wedges with a finely serrated 
knife.
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The first team had a good month, 
with three wins out of four, including 
a cup win against CUP (Cambridge 
university press). The highlight of 
the month was the 8-0 demolition 
of Fulbourn where 17-year-old Tom 
Barker scored his first senior hat 
trick, and 19-year-old Oliver Thomas 
scored his first for the first team. The 
reserves had a more difficult month 
as they are adapting to the higher 
league. A cup defeat, a 3-3 draw in 
the league from 3-1 down was the 
highlight but they ended the month 
the wrong end of a 9-goal thriller. 
New Father (congrats) Matthew 
Dixon’s vets team won both games 
in the month including a 10 goal 
return vs Isleham. Congratulations 
also to Phil Tipping as well as Dickey 
on the birth of their sons, both chose 
the name Leo in honour of club 
captain Leo Churms.

First team table - please see website

First team Results:

05/10 GUFC 1st team 1-0 
Cottenham
The firsts had a taste of cup action, 
hoping to go one further than last 
seasons cup final defeat. The visiting 
team were Cottenham who look 
an improved side compared to last 
season. GUFC struggled to convert 
numerous half chances until the 
deadlock was broken in the second 
half. The enigmatic Jimmy Walker 
latched on to a perfectly weighted 
pass from deep, from Steve Snelling, 
selling the defender with a feinted 
touch before duly rounding the 
keeper and slotting home whilst off 
balance, sublime. GUFC again failed 
to take chances to seal the victory 
which lead to a late flourish from the 
oppostion, Gamlingay stood firm to 
see out the game

12/10 GUFC 1st team 3-2 
Cambridge University press
The first team had to come from 
two goals behind to secure their 
progression into the next round 

of the Willy Coad. Despite the 
game being quite even, CUP press 
reserves were the more clinical team 
and found themselves two goals in 
front as the game reached the hour 
mark. Gamlingay’s subs had an 
immediate impact as Conor Smith 
handed GUFC a lifeline with his 
first touch. Following this, another 
substitute Ben Small floated in a 
corner, which was headed home by 
stand-in Captain Sam Bonham. The 
guy he’s deputising for, Club Captain 
Leo Churms had a dream return 
to action in his first appearance of 
the season where he came off the 
bench to fire home a sublime volley 
to complete the comeback and 
put Matt Steele’s men into the next 
round.

19/10 GUFC 1st team 8-0 Fulbourn 
Reserves
The first team continued their fine 
run of form, stretching it to 6 wins in 
a row in all competitions. The game 
was one-way traffic. The highlight of 
the day was the hat-trick for Thomas 
Barker, the 17 year old is really 
asserting himself as a presence in 
the first team this season. Two goals 
from Jimmy Walker added to the 
score line, as did a goal apiece from 
young centre half Oliver Thomas 
who has stepped up into the firsts 
seamlessly, Tom Mac and Conor 
Smith. Though tougher tests will 
come, getting lots of goals and a 
clean sheet meant it was a good day 
for Matt Steele’s men.  

26/10 GUFC 1st team 1-1 
Whittlesford
Unfortunately Matt Steele’s men 
couldn’t make it a perfect month, 
and finished October with a draw. 
GUFC took the lead through a 
J.Worboys header. The Rearlights 
dominated the first half, missing 
a string of chances to double the 
lead. The casualness in front of goal 
came back to haunt Gamlingay as 
Whittlesford equalised in the second 
half and could have gone on to win 
the game. It may end up as a good 
point, as the firsts end the month top 
of the league.

Reserve team Results:

05/10 Steeple Morden 4-2 GUFC 
Reserves
After last week’s cup win, the 
reserves were in high spirits looking 

to advance in another cup. With a 
strong team, GUFC were high in 
confidence. Even after the hosts 
took the lead, GUFC continued on 
the front foot with the front four 
casuing many problems. Tom Bell-
Green equalled the scored with a 
fine composed finish 1 on 1. Cam 
Girdwood put the visitors ahead 
with a header from a corner. GUFC 
looked in control even in the first 
exchanges in the second half, but 
as the game went on GUFC seemed 
to tire. Steeples tails went up when 
they got an equaliser against the 
run of play, which then shifted the 
balance of the tie. With the game 
coming to a close it was GUFC 
who would have been happier with 
the penalty shootout, but Steeple 
capitalised on tired legs and scored 
a late winner. GUFC shifted to a 
2-1-7 formation to try and get back 
in the game, but Steeple countered 
and scored again with the last kick. 
19/10 Mepal 3-3 GUFC Reserves 
The reserves started the game well, 
with the high-energy press paying 
dividends early, with Phil Tipping 
pressing the keeper and stealing 
a loose ball, giving himself a tap 
in from 2 yards out. A couple of 
half chances squandered, GUFC 
lost momentum in the game 
and quickly found themselves 
behind. The first goal was through 
miscommunication, one screaming 
time, another screaming away left 
the defender in two minds as the 
opposition stole the ball and slotted 
home… at least there was some 
communication though. The second 
was a fine strike, where GUFC failed 
to get tight, the third a free header, 
which is becoming a worrying trend 
for the reserves. A half time stroke 
of genius from Willy saw Ash Dean 
move into the middle and he pulled 
the strings earning Man of the Match 
on his return from injury. GUFC 
missed a penalty, it looked like it was 
not to be their day until Tippo scored 
a deft lob with almost no right to 
do so, before he turned provider 
passing for Colm to tap home from a 
yard. A good turnaround but GUFC 
left feeling they could have had three 
points.

26/10 Fenstanton 5-4 GUFC 
Reserves
With the rain lashing down and a 
greasy surface, the game started 
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within their community, encourage 
volunteering and complement more 
costly Council services.  Projects 
include Timebanks, Good Neighbour 
Schemes, Dementia-Friendly 
Communities and Men’s Sheds.    
Do you want to talk through your 
ideas before you submit your 
application?  Bookings are now 
open for our Innovate & Cultivate 
Fund Advice Session on Tuesday 
10th December, 9:30am-12:30pm 
at the William Collyn Community 
Centre in Girton. Cambridgeshire 
Community Foundation can answer 
questions about applying for the 
Fund info@cambscf.org.uk.

Buses 

A new report from the Campaign 
for Public Transport has found that 
funding for buses in England is 
almost £400m a year lower than 
it was 10 years ago. The Local 
Government Association (of which 
Bridget is a Board member) is 
lobbying for the need for local 
authorities to receive adequate 
funding in order to protect existing 
bus services and to reinvest in new 
local services. 

Speed Watch

Hurrah for Speedwatch! The scheme 
is marking its 2000th volunteer in 
the County and enormous thanks 
to all those volunteers who go out 
in all sorts of weather to build up 
evidence of speeding issues in 
their Parishes. This data is often 
used by the Police to target key 
areas – and sometimes individual 
repeat offenders. It is also important 
evidence for those Parishes who are 
submitting bids to the County for 
funding to install speed reduction 
measures. Anyone interested in 
starting up a scheme should visit the 
website: http://speedwatch.info/.  

General Issues 

Facebook

Facebook is increasingly used as a 
quick and easy way to for people to 
communicate; and the vast majority 
of it is very useful – promoting local 
events, finding lost pets, celebrating 
things that have happened locally, 
asking for information and so on. 
A small proportion is not quite so 

positive. We have a clear position 
with regard to negative or aggressive 
posting: we don’t feed the trolls. 

Pavement Parking – Further Update 
from the Police

The Police have written to confirm 
that they will not – unless it is 
dangerous – be interested in 
pavement parking issues. The 
Police position is there is no longer 
an ethical case to focus police 
resource on parking when there are 
immediate and growing violent crime 
and safeguarding issues to tackle. 
PCSOs are often perceived as 
having very simple front line roles, 
this is not the case, a good deal of 
their time is spent helping officers 
tackling priority issues such as risks 
to young people, the elderly and 
vulnerable.

The 22 recent interventions across 
the area were positive, but it 
proves the rather useless nature of 
enforcement, as over time the Police 
have shown without doubt that 
enforcement makes no long term 
difference.  Whilst seeing tickets 
on windscreens is satisfying for a 
moment in time a new way must 
be found to tackle this issue.  The 
Police need to be firm and continue 
to remind communities of the very 
real and serious issues that are 
present in their own streets which 
they do not see.

Government was due to legislate for 
pavement parking and we must wait 
for that to happen. 

Gamlingay and Hatley 

Lupin Field

We are aware of residents concerns 
about the ‘Lupin Field’ now that the 
vegetation has been cleared - for the 
second time.  However, as yet there 
is no planning application on this 
site so there is nothing we can do 
other than to monitor the situation.

Blythe Way and School Close

By the time you read this the Dragon 
Patcher should have been in Blythe 
Way mending the uneven surface 
and potholes – this is largely as a 
result of feedback from residents. 

with a flurry of goals. The defences 
struggled with the skid and the ball 
was hard to control, Phil Tipping 
continued his hot streak to put 
GUFC ahead with a nice lob. The 
host immediately replied, this pattern 
continued twice, Tom Bell-Green 
put the visitors ahead for the lead to 
last only a few minutes. Phil Tipping 
again gave Gamlingay the lead 3-2 
this was GUFC’s longest lead of the 
day, maybe 5 minutes. Fenstanton 
replied, and despite Fenstaton 
missing a flurry of chances, it 
remained 3-3 at the break. However 
the hosts shortly took the lead and 
doubled it, the score was 5-3. With 
10 minutes to go a Saxon Binks fire 
bolt from 30 yards gave the visitors 
hope, but they couldn’t create 
a proper opening to level. Luke 
Connelly in goal kept the hopes 
alive with a late penalty save, its not 
often a GK who concedes 5 will win 
Man of the Match but Luke put in an 
assured performance and without 
him the score would have been 
higher. 

Veterans Results:

05/10 Bluntisham 1-2 GUFC Vets
An important win after the previous 
defeat, GUFC leapfrogged 
Bluntisham in the league and 
climbed to third in the process. A 
1-2 win on the day, which does not 
reflect Gamlingay’s dominance. The 
goals were scored by Glenn and 
Warren.

19/10 Iselam 1-10 GUFC Vets
An important win to gain momentum 
and put pressure on Soham at the 
top of the league. The vets run 
out comfortable winners against 
Isleham. The goals were scored 
by Warren Jones (4), John Harvey 
(2), and one a piece for Mark Tyler, 
Barry Tappenden, Steven Frood and 
Woodsy.

There was an embedded A4 sized 
image with this article.
It appears to have a watermark 
indicating copyright. As a result 
the decision has been made not to 
include this image.
The embedded table is unreadable 
at the size that we have space for. 
Please look on the website for table 
details
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Historyman
The Great Gamlingay Pub Crawl 

by Nick Bruce
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The Public houses, inns and ale 
houses of Gamlingay have always 
been of great interest to people 
and although I have done much 
research since 1980 I still find it 
fascinating and also that there is 
more to find out about them. 

In this Historyman we will look at 
just some of our pubs from the 
past that there are photos for, some 
although talked about we do not 
have a location for them. 
Gamlingay in past times was on two 
major Drovers Routes, one on the 
Humtingdon to Royston, London  
route and the other on the Oxford, 
Bedford to Cambridge route, so we 
were on a crossroads between the 
two routes and drovers would stop 
over night and drink and eat in the 
local pubs and keep their livestock 
in pens around the village.
Over the years the pubs have 
dwindled to just the two, the Cock 
Inn and the Wheatsheaf but the most 
pubs, inns and ale houses there was 
thought to be at one time was 23.

When I started drinking in 1977 there 
were six pubs, the Fountain, the 
Green Man, the Hardwicke Arms, the 
Rose and Crown, the Cock Inn and 
the Wheatsheaf but when my dad 
started drinking there were fourteen.

From 1891 to 1904 Alfred Gilbert, 
one of my relations from many years 
ago was Landlord of the Wheatsheaf 
in Church Street.

Urgent works on the pavement 
outside 8 School Close have been 
ordered – despite first logging this in 
June. 

Your Councillors are here to help 
you. Please do feel free to contact 
us with comments, questions, 
problems or complaints. We hope 
we can help but if we can’t we are 
likely to know someone who can! ---
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1 The Fountain at Dennis Green had 
a funfair in the meadow next door 
every year closed 1990.
 
2 The Old White Swan with Landlord 
William Meeks, which was burnt 
down and replaced by The White 
Swan then The Swan.
 
3 Next is the Live and Let Live on 
Everton Road  the Heath closed 
1929.
 
4 Then inside The Green Man in the 
Cinques we have 
l to R Terry Careless, Geg Meeks, 
Jack Croot, Ickle Meeks, Charlie 
Gilbert and Freedy Whitbread 1960. 
5 An aerial view of the Green Man in 
the Cinques c1980.

6 The Bull in Church End c1930’s 
with landlady, barman, drayman and 
customers in the front garden.

7 The Sultan at the Station entrance 
with landlord and landlady standing 
in the doorway, closed 1955.
 
8 Another photo of the Sultan and a 
very different view of the Sultan, in 
the gateway to the back garden.

and as we do like to tempt you; 
there are more pubs in part two of 
this subject for the double edition 
- Ed



A BRITISH LOVE STORY 

    She was slender, elegant and 
dainty, born to float on air. When she 
came to life her voice was strong, 
then throbbed and roared as she 
raced across airfield and took to the 
air. A thing of beauty, so fair.

    Her spontaneous response to her 
pilot’s  commands made the two of 
them seem as one.  Locked in firm 
embrace they soared high among 
white castles in the sky and up into 
the vast blueness beyond. 

    Her frightening power thrilled and 
alarmed young new pilots strapping 
themselves in; about to trust her with 
their lives and fulfill a dream.

    To those who saw her fly 
overhead, she  almost purred and 
sighed. It brought a smile and heart-
felt hope for a win in the crucial 
battles high in the sky. 

    She was one of us, designed by a 
man called Mitchell dying of cancer 
but he saw the first of his unique 
design take to the air and prove its 
worth.

    Officials wanted to call her the 
Shrew but  others preferred a name 
that was almost crude. Spit fire, 
they said and with eight guns in her 
wings, she and her pilots became 
heroic in young boys’ dreams.

    The long hot summer of 1940 saw 
blue skies laced with trails of white 
vapour. One would cease to crawl 
forward and watchers wondered. Is 
it one of ours ? If so, please bring 
her pilot down safely.

    Those who witnessed her finest 
hours, admired her speed, grace and 
power; her clean  elliptical wings and 
that long slow roll  celebrating a win.

    She became a legend, earned in 
ferocious battle; soaring, roaring, 
guns blazing but many  young 
pilots died when enemy bullets tore 
into  her skin, sending her spiralling 
earthward, trailing smoke and 
flaming.

    Letters were sent to parents or 
wives. There were funerals where 
sandbags gave full  weight to the 
coffins. It felt right for the bearers 

and looked right in the mourners’ 
eyes.

    This goddess of the skies had 
her faults. In certain manoeuvres 
her heart could fail, something the 
enemy was only too ready to take 
avail.

    Behind her panel of dials and 
switches was a tank of volatile fuel. 
When pierced by enemy bullets, 
searing heat and flames could fill the 
cockpit, peeling the flesh from her 
pilot’s face....a fate so cruel.

    Her legs were too close together, 
something of an oddity. When 
touching down on landing,    she 
could look like a ballerina losing her 
balance....rather wobbly.

    A few remain, faithfully restored, 
flying in honour of this feisty 
machine which can  still stir hearts 
and continues to enthrall.

    Those who knew this angel in her 
prime look up to the sky and may 
shed a tear, on hearing the siren call 
of her Merlin engine, the heart of this 
winged beauty which helped to save 
so many lives.

FEELING CHEESEY ?

Try this Mediterranean delight.

Half a Mozzarella cheese per person 
(treat yourself to the original made 
from buffalo milk...it’s creamier and 
sweeter).

* Place the cut surface downward.

* Sprinkle with a pinch of dried 
oregano.

* Add just one drop of balsamic 
vinegar.

* Serve with shavings of Parmesan.

* Eat with fig preserve (not chutney).

That’s it!

Ivan Williams 

MY BEDTIME COMPANIONS

     I bend to switch on the bedside 
light, half expecting to see my long-
gone wife, lying  there smiling at me 
softly; a ghost I would mind to face 
but impossible to caress, to warmly 
embrace.

    The wooden stairs, pressed down 
by many  footings, one by one 
spring back into place.   It sounds 
like someone coming up the stairs, a 
ghost I do not wish to face.

    The door is shut but not well 
fitted. In the silence of night 
tension snaps. The handle clicks 
and I wait for someone to enter. 
Nothing  happens. Thank goodness 
for that.

    A distant thump makes me jump. 
Just a pipe  in the central heating 
doing its nightly shrinking. A familiar 
sound that can still alarm, so what 
was I thinking?

    In the depth of night above my 
bed, a terrible screech. A bird in 
the loft is dreaming and breaks my 
sleep. Thank goodness it was only 
that. Another sigh of relief from a 
weary old chap.

    Tap...Tap...Tap. What on earth 
is that? Would you believe it, the 
bathroom shower is dripping. 
A tiny leak. Must get it seen to 
before I have an insurance claim to 
complete.

    Foxes are out mating. A vixen 
utters a  chilling cry. It sounds like 
someone being strangled but I know 
it well, so I am not surprised.

    The bark of deer, the hooting of 
owl, the screech and yammering of 
cats squabbling.... these are nothing 
to fear.     

    Yet hairs on my neck can still rise 
up in a  moment of fear; a primitive 
reaction which makes my skin 
run cold, half believing the house 
is haunted. Not a belief an old man 
should hold.
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Knitted Stocking Appeal

Do you know someone who is 
a whizz with wool and nifty with 
knitting needles? Arthur Rank 
Hospice Charity is on a mission to 
spread the festive cheer and needs 
your help! 

The Hospice is asking the local 
community to make as many little 
knitted stockings as possible. And 
if you’re not a dab hand at knitting, 
you can still help - because they also 
need small ’fun size’ chocolate bars 
to pop inside the stockings. The 
stockings and chocolate bars will 
then be sold together as little festive 
treats across the Christmas period, 
raising funds for the Charity! 

If you would like to help, you can 
either drop knitted stockings or 
chocolates to the Reception team at 
the Shelford Bottom based Hospice 
or get in touch with the community 
fundraising team by calling 01223 
675888 or emailing fundraising@
arhc.org.uk.  

A pattern for the stockings is also 
available – just get in touch! 
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What's On in December
whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

Gamlingay Walkers

Wed-Dec-04, Wed-Jan-01, Meet 9:30am at Ecohub car park. New members welcome. Phone Miriam
654 891 for further information. email miriamjones80@hotmail.com

Gardening Club Monthly meetings held in the Kier Suite, 7:30pm; tea coffee and raffle
Wed-Dec-04 A.G.M. and social evening

Womens Institute 3rd Tuesday of the month.
Community Choir

Thu-Dec-05, Kingspan Hall Jan Cooper 650 178 First Wednesday of the month 8:00 -9:30pm

Sun-Dec-15, Third Saturday of the month 10:00am - 12 noon
Soup lunches

Thu-Dec-26, Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall
Cock Inn

Mon-Dec-09, Monthly quiz nights 8pm £1 per head for various charities. New teams welcome
The Wheatsheaf

Mon-Dec-02, 1st and 3rd Monday of the month Charity quiz nights

Mon-Dec-16, Charity quiz nights
Social Club

Sat-Dec-07, 16 Waresley Road. Quiz nights, pool nights and live bands
Friday Nights Bingo

Total Wellness workout

Tue-Dec-10, Fridays. Church Hall 9:30am-10:30am. Bring some water and an exercise mat or towel for
floor work. £6 per class

Beginners Breeze

Thu-Dec-05, Cycling. First Thursday of the month
at the hub. Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com 07842 135 732

Eco Hub

Monday 9:15am -10:30 toddler story time and craft session at the hub

Tuesday 9:15am-12:15 board games from 10:00am

Wednesday 1:00pm - 3:00pm drop in computer training

Thursday 10:00am till noon Kier suite Craft club

Fri-Dec-06, BigDeal Comedy- comedy and curry night. Book your ticket now to avoid disappointment.
£15 per person - includes entry, curry and table service.
Full details on our website www.bigdealcomedy.co.uk

Friday 9-15-12:30
Connect Cafe

Friday 10.30 am to 12.30 pm at the Eco Hub Friendly drop in cafe, cuppa and a cake £2, free
drinks refills. Lifts available - please contact the Eco Hub Manager. All welcome. 

Gamlingay Library

Monday 9am – 10.30am and  4pm – 8pm 

Tuesday 9.15am – 12.15pm Board games 10-12.

Wednesday 12.30pm – 3.15pm - Free drop-in computer help 1-3pm

Thursday 4pm – 7pm

Friday 10am – 12pm

Saturday 9.30 - 12.30
Housing, Police and councillor
surgery

Tue-Dec-03, 9:30am - 10:00am ecohub First Monday of the month
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What's On in December
whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

Youth Café and Club

Fri-Dec-06, Thursdays 5:15pm - 9:00pm Yr 4+cafe Yr8+ club
Gamlingay Allotments Association

Tue-Dec-10, Membership secretary Bob Gordon Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net 651 913
Gamlingay Parish Council

Tue-Dec-10, Clerks: Leanne Bacon and Kirstin Rayner Tel: 01767 650310 Email:
clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk Agendas available on our website: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
and on noticeboards. Meetings are held at  7:30 in the Kier Suite of Gamlingay Eco Hub
and are open to all. Planning meeting 7:00

Tue-Dec-24, 7:00pm planning committee meeting Ecohub
Hatley Parish Council

Sun-Dec-22, Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info. Details on
the website www.hatley.info or noticeboards

Hatley Coffee morning

Tue-Dec-03, 10:am - 1pm Hatley village hall. Everyone welcome; donations on the day split between the
village hall and church

Hatley Village Association
The Gazette

Mon-Dec-02, November edition copy deadline
Potton and district Writers

Tue-Dec-17, Please contact pottonwriters@gmail.com for full details 3rd Tuesday every month
Guitar Club

Tue-Dec-10, Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff Bruerton on 650748
Gamlingay Players

Tuesday 8:00-10:00pm Society producing plays and pantomime meet at the ecohub

Thursday 8:00-10:00pm Society producing plays and pantomime meet at the ecohub
St Mary’s choir

Tue-Dec-03, Thursdays 6.30pm choir practice open to all interested singers - St Mary’s Church
Guild of St Mary`s Monthly meetings, usually third Monday
Gamlingay Archaelogical Group

Thu-Dec-05, Chris Tomsett - Chairman 01767 650 009   Julia Manley - Julialmanley@yahoo.com
7.30pm Blythe Way community room 1st Thursday of the month

Bellringers

Fri-Dec-06, Thursdays 7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay
Photographic Society

Fri-Dec-13, Lecture Evening
Meetings are term time at the Avenells Way 
Communal Room New members most welcome. Phone: 651 025
nickbruce7@btinternet.com

Wed-Dec-18, Competition 1 Judge Alan Goldby EAF Open for DPI`s and Prints, Monochrome and
Colour   -  N.B. No meeting 25th (Half Term)

History Society Monthly meetings usually Mondays, 7:30pm Kier Suite. Non members welcome
Mon-Dec-09 Christmas history quiz, and social evening.
Mon-Feb-10 James Brown. More Gamlingay history.
Mon-Mar-09 Sarah Doig. Education, education, education. Victorian village schools.

Potton Ladies Club

Tue-Dec-03, Tue-Jan-07, First Tuesday of the month at the Mill Lane Pavillion, Mill Lane Potton contact Sarah
Burgoine at sarahjburgoine@gmail.com or 01767 631 415

Bin Collection Days

Wed-Dec-04, Wed-Dec-18, Blue and Green

Wed-Dec-11, Black

Fri-Dec-27, Black Then Next  9 January 2020 

Fri-Jan-03, Blue only
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PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 651 996
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 

491
Jelly Tots Emma Radley 07156 027 

150
Natalie 691 477

Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Brian 

Culverhouse
651 020

Football Club Chair: 
Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Gamlingay gym 651 785
Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035
Girls Football - MUGA Nancy Kyle 651 785

nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk
Waresley Cricket Phil Masdin  221 027

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Lindy Gorton 650 581

Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall Kim Wilde 650 596

www.hatley.info

Ecohub Manager
Sarah Groom
Kate 
Laugharne

651 226

hub trustees     chair
vice chair

Jackie McGeady 
Neil Muirhead

Everton Village Hall 682 251

HOBBIES LEISURE AND 
INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players Amy Lovat 07843 527 979

lovatl@hotmail.com
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton 650 581
History Society Peter Wright 449 886

gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

Gamlingay Walkers Miriam and 
Phil Titchner

654 891

Booklinks Kate 
Laugharne

Friends of St Mary’s Helen Miller 677 390
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
St. Neots Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 
Chair/Secretary

651 025

nickbruce7@btinternet.com 
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070
Potton and District 
Writers

pottonwriters@gmail.com

Village Show Amy Lovat 07843 527 979
WI Anne Clarke

Jean York
651 932
650 367

Guild of St Mary’s Liz Huckle 650 988
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480 385 351

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Brown 449 043

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Beavers Mark Harrision 07979 102568

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Susan Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Will Colebrook 07527 
717 463

Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Mark Harrision 07979 
102 568

Explorers vacancy 
(all meet at Scout Hut)

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

Gamlingay Young 
Lacemakers Kay Palmer 651 532

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Office

Jane 
Sally Graves

651 519
650 112

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector Hilary Young

650 587

Churchwarden Alec Hissett 650 052
Reader Chris Miller 650 779
SCHOOL
Gamlingay Primary 650 208
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Village Information

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
District nurses 0845 602 4064
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Homecare Anne Hutson 07776 

021 611
Car Care Scheme Alison Baker 07519 

493701
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police and 
Community Police

PC John 
Coppard

101

 john.coppard@cambs.pnn.
police.uk

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Colin Smith
Vice Chairman Tony Goss
Library Kate Laugharne 651 226
Forward 
Gamlingay

Chair: 
Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Kim Wilde 650 596

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info

Chairman: Alan Pinney
POLITICS
MP Heidi Allen 01223 

830 037
heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
(Hatley)

Heather 
Williams

07885 
774 775

cllr.williamsh@scambs.gov.uk
District Councillor Bridget Smith 650 510
South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

Gamarch (Gamlingay 
Archaelogical Group)

Chris Tomsett 650 009

Julia Manley (Sec)
julialmanley@yahoo.com

Gamlingay Allotment 
Gardeners Association 
(GAGA)

Mick Slimm, Secretary 
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Bob Gordon, Membership 
Sec
Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net

                 651 913
Brian Giddings, Chair 

07746 074 796
Community Choir Jan Cooper 650 178

The Gazette 
For email contributions please check our website and 
upload your copy, or email 

editor@gamlingaygazette.uk or gamlingaygazette@
btinternet.com

To advertise your business in the village magazine, 
please email for details 

adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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WORBOYS GARAGE
& FILLING STATION
Mill Street, Gamlingay

Serving Gamlingay since 1936 

Servicing and repairs on most 
makes of car and light commercials

Tyres -  batteries - exhausts

Tel: 01767 650 273

MOT
TESTING STATION

Grovemount Limited
General Builders

All building & refurbishment work 
undertaken

PVCu windows, doors & conservatories
Potton Road The Heath, Gamlingay

Tel: 01767 651 299

Qualified mobile hairdresser
Perms, sets, cuts and colour

Special discount for 
senior citizens

Call Marie on
07897 508 990 

or 

01767 261 190

SCOTT ROOFING LTD
Roofing Specialist

Your local traditional Roofer
Free quotations and advice

All roofing works undertaken:
tiling - slating - felt flat roofs - repairs - 

chimney re-pointing - insulation- facias/gutters - 
moss removal - new roofs - lead work

Call Scott:
Mob 07834 777 134
Tel    01767 651 626

Proudly serving the village for over 15 years

GREENACRE TRANSFERS
Airport and long distance 

Taxi Service 
Mercedes V-class 7 seater

Fully licenced and CRB checked
www.greenacretransfers.co.uk

07555 70 78 48

CHILTERN
School of Motoring

Female Driving Instructor
DSA approved

Block booking discounts
Tel: Liz 01767 650 472

or 07986 543 121

L LWalk ins and appointments
  Cuts from 

Men £9.50, under 16’s £8.50, OAP £7.50, 
clipper £7, restyle £12.50 

Kymberly Titmus 
07808 523 201 

Kirstie Timmins Your Local Personal Travel Agent
Let me plan your next holiday, saving you stress and time
I will personally tailor your travel experience, 
providing impartial advice, helping you make an informed decision
One to one excellent service from start to finish
Free, local meetings available
100% Financial Protection / 24/7 support / 100% personal customer satisfaction

T. 01767 360 014 / 654 890   M.07815 814 798
E .kirstie.timmins@travelcounsellors.com
W.http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/kirstie.timmins
FB@kirstietimmins
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The Police
Non-emergency number:

101
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