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Turbine Fund invites 
community groups 
to share £5,000
Around £5,000 is available to give to village 
organisations this year through the Gamlingay 
Community Turbine Tithe Fund. Applications from 
groups for a grant must be submitted by Thursday, 
30 April.

The money is open to applicants who can show 
that they will use the money to benefit parishioners 
of Gamlingay. The Tithe Fund would also like to hear 
from groups who will use the funds to improve the 
environment in some way.

Once applications have been received, the Tithe 
Panel will meet in May to decide on the first funding 
awards. However, the decision may not be made at 
this initial meeting and may be announced later.

The Tithe Panel will comprise of three people: one 
person nominated by GCT, one person representing 
Gamlingay Parish Council and one person 
representing Forward Gamlingay!

If the Parish Council or Forward Gamlingay! do 
not appoint a representative then GCT may appoint 
another person.

The guidelines for the Tithe Panel are:
1.  The donation should benefit parishioners of 

Gamlingay.
2.  The donation should benefit more than just a 

single person or family.
3.  GCT prefers applications that will result in 

helping our environment, but anything will be 
considered.

4.  If a member of the panel has any pecuniary 
interest in any application under consideration at 
that meeting they must declare it and stand down 
from that meeting.

5.  The Panel’s decision is final and not open to 
appeal.

Applicants should make sure that they have a bank 
account suitable for receiving funds by transfer. They 
must also ensure that the funds are spent according 
to the approved application. No more than two 
applications may be submitted by any individual or 
organisation within one year.

Applications for funds should be made in writing 
in an application form. The forms are available from 
the reception at the Eco Hub, at 70 Church Street, 
Gamlingay, or email info@gamlingay-community-
turbine.co.uk. They can also be downloaded from 
the Turbine Fund’s website at www.gamlingay-
community-turbine.co.uk

Once your application form is complete it can 
be submitted either via email to info@gamlingay_
community_turbine.co.uk or delivered to GCT at 
36 Mill Street, Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3JW.
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What’s On pages
Please upload your club or society 

dates using
whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

as detailed on our website.

If you also have an article, please 
submit that as usual.

 This information will not be revised 
once copy is composited, so check 

your entries carefully.

Due to changes concerning data protection, The Gazette editor is very cautious about 
reproducing pictures of children. Every effort is made not to single out individuals, 
and parental permission is sought before using any item considered to highlight an 

individual child.
Your letters and items for articles can be dropped in at 88 Church Street, Gamlingay, or 

emailed to editor@gamlingaygazette.uk. We do not print anonymous contributions.
Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the items included but the views expressed 

do not necessarily represent the views of the Committee.

To advertise your 
business in The Gazette  

please email  
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

for details

Thanks to distributors
Some of our long-standing distributors of The Gazette are taking a well-earned rest 
and standing down. We would like to say a big thank you to Bryan and Sally Page for 
distributing the newsletter for many years along Everton Road. Also, Phil and Anna 
Hannah and their family, who delivered the newsletter to Stocks Lane.
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Keeping watch on speeding drivers
Are you concerned about speeding 
cars or other vehicles in and around 
Gamlingay? If so, why not help do 
something to combat it and join the 
village’s Community Speedwatch 
group.

Volunteers will need to commit to 
one-and-a-half hours of training, after 
which they will be able to help the 
team monitor the speed of vehicles 
as they drive through the village. The 
team’s data helps the police track 
speeding offenders and drivers found 
breaking the speed limit are notified 
via a letter from the police. Persistent 
offenders who have received three 
letters then get a personal visit from 
the police to help encourage them to 
slow down.

Speedwatch held nine sessions in 
Gamlingay last year, yet a further five 
sessions had to be cancelled because of 
a lack of volunteers. Each session needs 
three volunteers for about an hour 
and they use the village’s own speed 
monitoring equipment, which was 
funded by the Parish Council.

Future volunteers will also be helped 
by flashing signs which display the 
speed of approaching vehicles (as seen 
in neighbouring villages). The group 
hopes to purchase some of these signs 
soon, however to be effective the 
signs need to be moved to different 

locations around the village about once 
a month and require up to three group 
members to do this. The signs also 
need their batteries charging regularly.

Training is not required if you just 
want to help move and maintain the 
signs and it offers the opportunity to 
help keep our village roads safe.

For more information email local 
Speedwatch coordinator Simon on  
csw.gamlingay@gmail.com or go to 
the organisation’s website at: http://
www.speedwatch.info/index.html

Dear Editor,
Nearly 50 years ago, when my wife and 
I were living in Sandy, a neighbour told 
us a story that warms the heart and 
restores faith in humanity. It was about 
a member of her family but the story is 
almost too good to be true.

Towards the end of the First World 
War a small boy befriended a young 
German prisoner of war who worked 
in Bedfordshire, helping with market 
gardening. The boy often took the 
prisoner food prepared by his mother 
and also helped him to learn English.

More than a quarter of a century 
later that boy was a soldier in the 
Second World War, travelling eastward 
across Europe in an open truck, close 
to the front line.

Suddenly, the truck was halted 
and surrounded by German soldiers 
pointing their guns at him and his 

colleagues. The commander of the 
German troops ordered the British to 
get out of their vehicle and surrender 
their weapons, and he did so in 
remarkably good English.

Something about the commander’s 
appearance and voice seemed familiar 
to our Bedfordshire lad and he dared 
to address him by his first name. 
Recognition was almost immediate.

To the surprise of the German 
soldiers their commander ordered 
the British back into their truck and 
told them to return to where they had 
come from. Surely, an unusual way 
to say thank you for a kindness that 
happened a long time ago.

Is it possible that one or more of 
your readers can corroborate this 
story?

Ivan Williams
(A resident of Gamlingay)
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Dear Friends,
First a huge thank you for the 

response to my request in the January/
February issue for signs of friendship.  
You are so much appreciated.

This month sees the season of Lent, 
preparing for Easter and also our 
Anglican churches working through 
the rules for representation, electing 
church wardens, parochial church 
council members and representatives 
for Deanery Synod.

None of the rules governing our 
activities as Church of England (C of E) 
appear anywhere in the Bible, although 
they are 'Law of the land', the most 
recent revision of the rules had to go 
through parliament before coming into 
force in January.

As a priest in the C of E, I promise 
to work with these rules, unwieldy 
as they are at times, and it led me to 
consider the whole business of rules 
and law, and how they fit with things 
spiritual. It has been said (apparently 
by a WW1 flying ace) that rules are 
for the guidance of the wise and the 
obedience of fools. Certainly, the law 
can be a very blunt instrument indeed, 

and keeping the letter can lose the 
spirit of regulations. Yet the absence of 
structure and rules (anarchy) may seem 
attractive when there is a harsh regime 
in place but, in reality, we humans have 
been working on organising ourselves 
since we lived in caves. And anyone 
who thinks rules are not important has 
never tried holding a group together 
without them.

So, does this have anything to do 
with things spiritual? In a world where 
people are becoming less and less likely 
to join or trust large organisations, 
have the churches and their rules had 
their time? Wouldn't it just be better 
for everyone to work with their own 
spirituality?

I often meet people who are very 
aware of their spirituality, but will 
actively disown any individual historic 
religious organisation – though most 
often (maybe because I represent the 
C of E) it will be Christianity that 
is being most actively rejected. I am 
always saddened, not because I think 
the churches have everything right, 
either now or historically (recent 
publicity over the despicable behaviour 
of some clerics in both C of E and RC 
denominations would show they have 
not) but because so much is being 
rejected of eternal truth.

Ultimately, it all hangs on who 
Jesus is/was – not just a good man, 
but in some mysterious way God on 
earth, both human and divine.  Jesus 
criticised the religious people of his 
own time for teaching human rules 
as though they were those of the 
Almighty, a religious instinct ever 
since. But although Jesus didn't set out 
the rules for us to run an organisation 
(he left us to sort those out ourselves) 
he did teach and set an example of how 
to live by the “big rule”. Jesus came to 
teach us true religion. That “big rule”; 
to love God with all our being and to 
love one another selflessly, is the way 

that leads to life in its fullness. Jesus 
died under religious and political rules, 
but it was not the rules that killed him, 
but the selfishness of those who used 
the law to get rid of a perceived threat 
to their personal security.

Praise God that God’s law brought 
life out of that death, life that is ours, 
if we will accept it. And if that means 
accepting a few silly rules as well, I 
think I can live with that, at the same 
time as campaigning for God’s laws to 
come first and last.

March Letter

Diary Key:
G = Gamlingay St Mary the Virgin

H = Hatley St. George
E = Everton St Mary

Guild of  
St Mary 
meetings
All ladies are warmly invited to 
the Guild of St Mary meetings, 
are usually held on the third 
Monday of each month at 19:30 
in the Church Hall, Gamlingay.

We have nine meetings per year 
with speakers, both a fantastic 
Garden Party and a Christmas 
Party and at least one outing. If 
you would like more information 
come along to one of our 
meetings, or contact Liz on 650 
988.

Visitor charges are £4.00, or 
join us for £6.00 subscription + 
£2.00 per meeting.

The next meeting is on: 
Monday 16 March 2020

Save the date
Annual

Barn Dance
at

Castle Farm
on

27th June 2020
Dosey don’t miss it!
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March Diary
Sunday 1 March Lent 1 8.00 am Holy Communion BCP G

9.00-11.00 am Sparks + Choir G
10.00 am All age worship G
10.00 am Communion followed by APCM and Lunch E
6.00 pm Deanery Lent Evensong at Gamlingay G

Monday 2 March 11.00 am Communion Service, Avenell's Way G
Wednesday 4 March 9.30 am Midweek Said Communion G
Sunday 8 March Lent 2 9.00-11.00 am Sparks G

9.30 am Parish Eucharist followed by APCM G
11.00 am Holy Communion H
11.00 am Word and Worship E
6.00 pm Deanery Lent Evensong at Great Gransden

Wednesday 11 March 9.30 am Midweek Said Communion G
Sunday 15 March Lent 3 9.30 am Parish Eucharist with Prayers for Healing G

11.00 am Parish Eucharist E
Monday 16 March 7.30 pm Guild of St Mary’s – Church Hall G
Wednesday 18 March 9.30 am Midweek Said Communion G
Sunday 22 March Mothering Sunday 8.00 am Holy Communion H

9.30 am Parish Family Eucharist G
11.00 am Parish Family Eucharist E
3.30 pm Mothering Sunday tea and celebration, Village Hall G

Wednesday 25 March 9.30 am Midweek Communion for the Annunciation G
12.30 pm Soup Lunch at the Church Hall G

Sunday 29 March Passion Sunday 9.00 am Sparks G
10.00 am Benefice Eucharist G
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“A small village is just that: small! 
There is no ambition for growth or 
change.” 

That was one of the things said to 
me repeatedly when I shared with 
people that I was called to serve in a 
small village church. When I joined 
Gamlingay Baptist Church in 2016 
many questions were being asked…
from all sides. On paper, it didn’t make 
sense for us to be here.

Those stereotypes of what a village 
church is, and should be, started 
creeping in, along with the stereotypes 
of what I was meant to be as a ‘young 
pastor.’ But then, God’s word came into 
play. In 1 Samuel 16:7 it says this: “But 
the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look 
on his appearance or on the height of 
his stature because I have rejected him. 
For the Lord sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks on the heart.’”

This particular account is when 
Samuel is sent by God to anoint the 
next leader, the next King. And while 
Samuel was looking for the strongest, 
biggest, most physically perfect man, 
God was looking at the heart. It’s the 
same thing with Gamlingay. And so, 
I started looking at the heart of the 
church, of the people. The heart is a big 
one: to grow, to see children, young 
people and families in the church, in 
a relationship with Jesus. I decided to 
ignore the stereotypes and let God do 
God.

So, I prayed and showed up. Then 
I prayed some more and showed up 
again. And in the last three years, we 
have seen growth in the church, we 
have seen a youth pastor join the team, 
we’ve launched the Backroom Café, 
we’ve seen some amazing relationships 
with so many in the village, including 
with our Anglican brothers and sisters, 
the local schools and many more.

There is a long way to go (and 
always will be in the Kingdom of God, 

regardless of the size of the church 
or congregation). But you know 
what, God works regardless of the 
stereotypes!

In fact, if History is any indication, 
God uses the element of surprise 
through that of stereotypes. Look at 
the different revivals through History. 
Asuza Street Revival, the birth of the 
Pentecostal movement, came from a 
small, disused church, that had been 
used for a lumberyard, tombstone shop 
and as a stable. But God moved in this 
place mightily, and saw unity among 
different races (something that at that 
point in history was unheard of in the 
US), it saw miracles, people coming 
to know the Lord. It was AMAZING! 
Yet, it was not the way it should have 
‘stereotypically’ happened.

Please don’t get me wrong, I am not 
saying that Gamlingay will be the centre 
of the next big revival, though I have to 
admit, I am praying for it.

My point is, our stereotypical views 
of things in life can stop us from moving 
in the direction God is calling us. Had 
I gone with the stereotypical view of 
Gamlingay Baptist Church, I would not 
be here as the minister, and I would not 
have been blessed by the relationships 
I now have here.

What stereotypes of the world are 
stopping you from moving in the 
direction God has called? What are 
you judging based on the outward 
appearance, as opposed to based on the 
heart? What would it look like for you 
to move forward, in the direction God 
has called, potentially against that of 
stereotypes?

I’d love to catch up with you some 
time, so get in touch.

Many blessings
Rev Adrian Semerene, Lead Pastor, 
Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk
07472 350860
Twitter: @asemerene

March Message
Sunday Services
10-10.30am Awakening Praise
10.45am Worship Service
(with GBC kids and youth)
Communion will be celebrated on 
Sunday, 1 March

GBC Kids & Youth
Fun activities to explore bible stories.
Every Sunday part-way through the 
morning service

Backroom Café
Come for a chat, come meet friends, 
enjoy a coffee, cake and more
NOW open every Monday
8.30am – 3pm

Small Groups
Meeting Tues morning, Wed and Thurs 
evening, please contact the office for 
more details.

Craft & Hobbies Group
Bring your own craft or hobby and 
work on it in the company of others.
Thurs, 5 March at 10am

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
A time to share, pray and eat together
Saturday, 7 March at 9am

Ladies’ Brunch
Studying, sharing and praying for 
the first half, with children joining 
activities for the second half.
Saturday, 21 March 10am-1pm

Look out for exciting new 
activities at Easter

See next month’s edition of the 
Gazette and social media for details

For more details please contact Jane, our 
administrator, on 651 519 or email 
office@gbchurch.org.uk
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Gamlingay Community Safety Group 
was recently at the Connect Café at the 
Eco Hub with our stall set up with a 
selection of security items.

We continue to communicate with 
the police on behalf of residents and 
then inform the community of any 
occurrence which could compromise 
safety or security.

We repeat the message to stay vigi-
lant. Look out for anything out of the 
ordinary. If you see any one behaving 
suspiciously call 101 and make the 
police aware. The more information 
they have the better are their chances 
of apprehending offenders.

For more information visit our 
Facebook page where you can find 
security/safety hints and tips, security 
products and information about local 
suspicious activity and scams.

If you are available and interested 
in becoming a “supporter” member 
make yourself known to us at our stall. 
Alternatively send us a message on our 
Gamlingay Community Safety Group 
Facebook.

We will be at police surgeries where 
our local PCSO will be available to 
discuss any security and safety issues 
and answer questions. Look out for our 
posts on Facebook on the Gamlingay!! 
and The Real Gamlingay group pages 
to see where our stalls will be next.

(L-R) Sue and Robbie Barrett, Nancy Chisholm, Bob Petch, PCSO Lindsay Gardiner, 
Cllr Mark Brown and  Cllr Wendy Woolgrove.

Potton Ladies Club events
Members of the Potton Ladies Club have been enjoying a series of lively 
events at their recent meetings.

More than 50 members attended a Christmas party at the Eco 
Hub in Gamlingay, in December, which included a buffet supper and 
entertainment.

Former BBC journalist Bill Hamilton spoke about his 50 years as a news 
correspondent at the club’s meeting in January. And in February, Angela 
Collins returned to the club, by popular demand, to continue her talk on 
‘A Puppet’s Tale’.

The club’s meeting this month will be a Cheese and Wine Social event.
New members and visitors are welcome and the club has a varied 

programme of speakers and outings throughout the year.
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The majority of residents agree with 
the vision put forward in the latest 
draft of Gamlingay’s Neighbourhood 
Plan, according to feedback from the 
recent consultation. 

The plan sets out a blueprint for the 
future shape and growth of the village. 
While it cannot stop development in 
Gamlingay, it hopes to influence it by 
establishing guidelines for housing, 
the local economy, environment 
and community facilities including 
transport. Drawn up by the Parish 
Council together with volunteers from 
the village, an informal consultation 
was carried out by the Neighbourhood 
Plan’s steering group to update 
residents on its progress and to gauge 

Residents have their 
say on Plan's vision 
for the future

public opinion on the draft proposals.
As part of the consultation process, 

a booklet summarising the plan’s 
vision, objectives, draft policies and 
its progress so far was sent out to 
all households and businesses in the 
parish in the autumn, last year. There 
were also public meetings and drop-
in sessions during October, a stall 
at the Village Show and a workshop 
specifically for businesses. Responses 
to the proposals were gathered 
via paper and online surveys and 
Facebook.

Having reviewed all the feedback, 
the steering group has summarised the 
responses received. There were 151 
responses to the survey and more than 

150 people also attended the different 
consultation sessions. 

Armed with the feedback results, 
the steering group is still working on 
the draft plan and are undertaking a 
Strategic Environment Assessment 
(SEA). Once the SEA has been 
completed there will be a formal 
consultation on the final draft, 
hopefully by Summer this year. 

For more information, contact the 
Neighbourhood Plan Secretary on 
01767 650 310, email the Parish 
Council clerk at:  
clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk  
or visit the website:  
https://www.gamlingay-future.uk/
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Neighbourhood Plan survey results
Respondents were asked to indicate 
to what extent they agreed with the 
vision and objectives in the draft plan 
by ticking numbers 1–5 (5 = strongly 
agree; 1= strongly disagree). 
Percentage scores for ‘agreed’ represent 
the combined scores for 4 (agree) and 
5 (strongly agree).

Vision
• 57% of respondents agreed with the 

vision. However, 20% indicated they 
were not sure and 20% disagreed 
with it.

• Therefore, the steering group (SG) 
will look to simplify and clarify the 
vision further in the next draft.

Objective 1: Housing
• 69.6% of respondents agreed with the 

housing objective. 
• Comments received supported the 

need for more affordable housing, 
while some asked why the focus on 
1-2-bedroom dwellings. This policy 
was researched and defined as part of 
the Housing Needs Survey carried out 
in 2017. The full plan will give further 
details on this. 

Objective 2: 
Local character
• 63.9% of respondents agreed with the 

local character objective.
• The steering group acknowledged 

that the map provided in the booklet 
needed more explanation about the 
areas marked yellow. These were 
areas that it proposed should be 
protected from development in order 
to maintain Gamlingay’s landscape 
setting as a village, with separate 
satellite hamlets and smallholdings. 

• The positive support for this objective 
was noted and clear justification for 
these areas will be justified in the full 
plan.

• The Village Design Guide, which 
this objective refers to, has been 
produced separately by South 
Cambridgeshire District Council 
and is due to be adopted shortly. The 
guide is a supplementary planning 
document and provides more detail 
on the distinctive character of the 
village with guidelines on how new 
developments should be designed.

Objective 3: 
Local economy
• 70.2% of respondents agreed with the 

local economy objective.

• Feedback from businesses included 
the need for limited housing tied 
to business use on Drove Road, 
protection of existing retail and 
food outlets and plans to encourage 
new ones, and the importance of 
connectivity (mobile phone signal 
and broadband) to retain and attract 
businesses. One business also 
indicated interest in expanding its 
existing site on Station Road. 

• The steering group are considering 
the best way to incorporate this 
feedback into the plan. Broadband/
connectivity issues are not linked 
to land use and so not specifically 
addressed in the Neighbourhood Plan. 
However, the Parish Council will raise 
the matter as a community action 
with the relevant agencies. 

• It was acknowledged that the Rural 
Employment areas indicated on the 
map at both Mill Hill and Drove 
Road require further definition. The 
steering group is seeking specialist 
support with these policies to 
ensure that these areas are for rural 
businesses only and are limited 
in terms of size, scale and density 
of development, so as to not have 
a detrimental impact on nearby 
residents or the environment.

Objective 4: 
Community facilities
• 68.2% of respondents agreed with the 

community facilities objective.
• Comments received supported the 

need for more amenities on the west 
side of the village, particularly shops 
and playing areas (complementary to 
the facilities at the Eco Hub). It was 
acknowledged that the booklet did 
not mention the range of local sports 
clubs and teams on offer in the Parish 
and the full plan will cover this in 
more detail. 

• Comments on access to health 
services and the GP surgery featured 
strongly and the Council will raise this 
with the relevant agencies.

• The survey also asked two specific 
questions regarding the First School 
playing fields and the former school 
buildings. Some 62.9% of respondents 
agreed with designating the playing 
fields as a new Local Green Space and 
64.9% of respondents supported the 
idea of the former school buildings 
(and any new buildings on the site) 
being allocated for educational and 
community purposes. The responses 
demonstrated strong support for 

using the site for community purposes 
and comments on its future included 
a range of suggestions including 
education, healthcare and retail. 
Ways to incorporate this feedback in 
the plan will be explored. 

Objective 5: 
Transport
• 80.1% of respondents agreed with the 

transport objective.
• Suggestions by respondents included 

more cycleways and cycle parking in 
the village, circular walking routes 
around the village and more parking 
for residential developments. 

• On-street parking and congestion on 
central village roads was noted as a 
concern by many, as was speeding. 
The Neighbourhood Plan aims to 
encourage alternative ways of getting 
around, such as walking or cycling in 
order to reduce the number of cars 
on the roads. However, the Parish 
Council will also raise the issue with 
Cambridgeshire County Council and 
other agencies. 

Objective 6: 
Environment
• 65.5% of respondents agreed with the 

environment objective.
• Respondents highlighted the need for 

better explanations of the different 
green spaces across the parish and 
their uses. Some felt this would help 
to justify why more green spaces 
are required on the west side of 
the village. It was also noted that 
Charnock Green is not a public green 
space. 

• The 200m cordon around Gamlingay 
Wood was recommended by the 
Wildlife Trust and clearer justification 
for this in the plan will be provided, in 
order to help protect it from harmful 
development in the future. A cordon 
around Potton Wood was also 
proposed in the comments received, 
a matter which will be raised with 
Potton Town Council. 

• The map in the booklet also indicated 
important views/vistas (purple 
arrows) which are to be maintained. 
These were proposed as part of the 
Village Design Guide, a document 
which has already been produced 
and consulted on. The full plan will 
have more detail on these views, 
including photos. Any development 
in these areas should be designed to 
ensure these views and vistas are not 
obstructed.
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Greater Cambridge Planning 
Service (GCPS)
The performance of the Joint Planning 
Service continues to improve as the 
service settles down after the re-
organisation in 2018. The focus on 
improving the customer experience 
went a step up as a new service-wide 
performance officer joined the service 
in early December 2018, the focus 
is on making the service easier to 
navigate and friendlier to customers 
whilst ensuring national planning 
laws are kept. Some 85 per cent of all 
householder applications submitted are 
approved and this has been consistent 
since 2016, even though there was a 
significant increase in the number of 
applications during the past few years. 
Up to 83 per cent of applications are 
also determined within the statutory 
time set by government. There is always 

room for improvement and the pre-
application service is one of those areas 
of planning we need to improve on as 
well.

Greater Cambridge Local Plan – 
Issues and Options Consultation
This consultation was due to end on 
February 24, 2020. This is an early stage 
in what will be a four-year process. 
South Cambs needs to put together the 
foundation of the plan so it is important 
that residents engage and tell us your 
views and ideas. The government has 
set minimum targets for housing for 
all councils and the plan must meet 
national policy guidelines too. So there 
is a lot to consider to make sure the 
plan will pass examination. We want 
to build the foundation right so please 
spread the word to your community, 
friends etc. so we can reach a wide 
range of people. Use the hashtag 
#GCLocalPlan if you talk about the 
consultation on social media.

Planning Scheme of Delegation
The Council was made aware of a letter 
from Fews Lane Consortium to parish 
councils alleging that the Council was 
changing the way in which decisions 
were made about requests for an 
application to go to planning 

committee. This is not the case. The 
process remains the same as it is now.

Green to our core
The Council has launched the Three 
Free Trees scheme in a bid to encourage 
communities to plant more trees to 
help tackle climate change. Did you 
know that South Cambridgeshire has 
one of the lowest tree covers in the 
country? Every parish is entitled to 
receiving a £60 voucher to purchase 
young trees to plant. Find out more on 
the website.

Other news…
South Cambs is currently reviewing its 
Business Plan to identify the priorities 
for the forthcoming year and to ensure 
that it is monitoring success. The focus 
is still on climate change and business 
support as well as housing that is 
affordable for people to live in. The 
winners in the District’s £120,000 Zero 
Carbon Grants programme have just 
been announced and they will benefit 
from the scheme which gives money 
to parishes and communities for green 
projects.

▪ ▪ ▪
The council will help to establish a 
district-wide Community Warden 

Hatley Village Hall 
Available for hire every day

8.30am to midnight  

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall - can seat 
85, with good acoustics

One user per session; new kitchen and boiler 
Ideal for meetings and parties 

Large car park

£11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
To book, please contact Kim Wilde on
01767 650 596 www.hatley.info
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Cambridge South Station
Please find a moment to respond to 
the consultation on the proposed 
Cambridge South Station serving 
Addenbrookes, Royal Papworth and 
the Biomedical campus. It closes on 
2 March and you can find it at https://
consultations.networkrail.co.uk/
communications/cambridge-south/

Marshalls relocation
It is very disappointing to report that 
Marshalls have decided very reluctantly 
to drop Duxford as a potential 
relocation site for Marshall Aerospace 
and Defence. The most significant issue 
was that the airspace above any new 
buildings would, for safety reasons, 
have to become a no-fly zone. This, 
along with the existing restrictions over 
Duxford village, would dictate flight 
patterns that would put undue stress 
on historic aircraft airframes making 
any sort of aerobatics from the airfield 
virtually impossible. Marshalls remain 
confident they will be in a position to 

confirm a preferred relocation option 
during 2020.

Climate change
Cambridgeshire County Council plans 
to increase its commitment to dealing 
with environmental and climate issues 
by proposing a new strategic object in 
its business plan of “reaching a net zero 
carbon target by 2050”. This is likely 
to include mitigating carbon emissions 
from our buildings and fleet vehicles 
– with a commitment to take all 69 
of the buildings currently owned or 
occupied off fossil fuel heating by 2023 
and to replace all fleet cars and vans 
with electric vehicles by 2025. Rather 
less specifically we will be “managing 
changes to infrastructure to manage the 
risk of significant climate change,” as 
well as looking after Cambridgeshire’s 
air, water and soil to ensure the future 
health of Cambridgeshire people, flora 
and fauna.

Fire Authority
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire 
Authority is proposing a two per cent 
increase to the fire service’s proportion 
of council tax for 2020/21. This equates 
to an extra £1.41 a year for a Band D 
property, totalling £72.15 a year or 
£1.38 a week.

This is the most the Fire Authority 
is allowed to ask for due to capping 
restrictions. The Fire Authority’s 
government grant for 2020/21 is 
remaining the same as this year so the 
small council tax increase will only 
cover inflation costs. This will enable 
the Fire Authority to maintain the 
current service but will not allow for 
any growth or additional investment. 
The Fire Authority would like to know 

scheme to help keep people well 
and happy in their own homes. 
Please contact the council if you are 
interested in getting involved. We will 
be organising a celebration event for 
community volunteers in the near 
future and district councillors have 
been asked to nominate someone 
in their community who has made 
an outstanding contribution to their 
residents. Certainly in Gamlingay there 
are just too many to choose from so this 
is going to be a tough job.

▪ ▪ ▪
There are plans to establish a Business 
Support team at the council which 
will fill the gap left by the loss of 
agencies such as Business Link, which 
supported grass roots businesses. The 
team will consist of four people at a 
cost of £200,000. The main focus will 
be on getting our Enterprise Zones 
fully populated and in ensuring that our 
village-based businesses continue to 
thrive. This will help establish a single 
point of contact for businesses at the 
council in response to feedback that 
identified difficulty in accessing services 
and in responsiveness.

if you support this proposal.
Please click here to have your say 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
H5BWSBV. You can also email 
enquiries@cambsfire.gov.uk.

Winter gritting
A massive thank you to all the 
volunteers who already take part in our 
Community Gritting scheme.

This is a scheme where local 
volunteers help to keep their 
community moving in freezing weather. 
The parish or town council agrees 
specific routes in their area which are 
important to the local community and 
agrees them with the county council. 
If you or someone in your parish or 
town council would like to join the 
scheme, please email highways@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

Potholes take a 
Christmas break
Thanks very much to residents and 
parish councillors for reporting 
potholes and other highway problems 
online and alerting us to having done 
so. This really helps to get repairs into 
the queue sooner rather than later. 
Unfortunately, we continue to exist in 
reactive mode with emergency repairs 
and no prospect of any significant 
change to the status quo – we need 
much more funding.

The County Council now requires 
its employees to take the Christmas 
to New Year holiday period, which 
means that there is no one in the office 
to process reports of Highways faults 
during that time, causing a backlog in 
January. Our Highways officers do their 
best in very difficult circumstances – 
and lack the resource to do their jobs to 
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Gamlingay  
and Hatley
Village Design Guide
Congratulations to all those involved 
with the Gamlingay Village Design 
Guide supplementary planning 
document that has now been adopted 
following statutory consultation and 
consideration of representations. In 
particular, Kirstin Rayner has driven 
much of the work and a big thank you 
must go to her for all her hard work.

Green End housing
Re: S/4085/19/RM- Application 
for approval of all matters reserved 
for layout, scale, appearance and 
landscaping following outline planning 
permission s/2066/15/OL- for the 
demolition of existing industrial and 
office units and five dwellings and the 
erection of up to 90 dwellings has now 

the standard they would like, and which 
people rightfully expect.

Gamlingay First School
We print here excerpts from the latest 
correspondence from the County 
Council:

“Following our meeting with regards 
to the Gamlingay First School site, I 
wanted to acknowledge that I recognise 
your frustration and apologise that the 
initial plans had not been considered 
when the Strategic Assets Property 
Board were asked to consider the site 
surplus to requirements. I wanted to 
reassure yourself and your constituents 
that no decisions have been taken on the 
future of the site.”

“To summarise the next steps, the 
Education service will liaise with 
the CAM Academy Trust about 
alternative educational uses resulting 
in a business case that considers the 
future sustainability of the site as 
an educational establishment. This 
discussion will take precedence over 
other options for development. Should 
the proposal be unfeasible, alternative 
proposals will be considered that 
conform to planning, listed building and 
legal restrictions that apply to the site.”

“In the meantime, a mobile building 
will be installed on site (subject to 
planning consent) to support the 
local Early Years provision. Due 
to the condition of the current 
accommodation of the Gamlingay 
Montessori, this type of unit is 
considered the quickest and most 
feasible solution in light of the 
timescales for them needing to move 
into alternative accommodation. 
Currently this is anticipated to be on 
site early 2020.” A work in progress…

been considered and approved by the 
Parish Council with some suggestions as 
to how it could be improved. 

The developers held a public meeting 
explaining the thought process behind 
the design principles. Residents had 
some suggestions and Sebastian has 
asked the developers to ensure local 
consultation takes place with regard to 
the new street names.

While the S106 contributions are not 
as significant as those for Station Road 
they do add up: £42,000 for community 
facilities, £240,000 for pre-school/early 
years provision, £513,000 for primary 
education, £53,000 for health and 
£94,000 for sports provision alongside 
40 per cent affordable homes.

Your councillors are here to help 
you. Please do feel free to contact us 
with comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!
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Careers with KMG Systems Ltd

> Sales Engineer
> Mechanical Engineer
> Design Engineer
> Project Engineer

> Fabricator Welder
> Laser Operator/Nester
> Press Programmer/Operator
> Industrial Electrician

KMG Systems Limited is the global leader in the design and 
manufacture of equipment for the biggest names in the snacks 
industry.  We’ve been established on Station Road, Gamlingay for
more than 40 years and have over 100 employees. The business
grows every year and we are currently recruiting for many skilled
and unskilled roles including:  

We have other vacancies.  Use the Solution Gamlingay app

or visit www.kmgsystems.com to see the most current
vacancies and more information.

Apply by email to recruitment@kmgsystems.com

We see apprenticeships as an investment in our future and we are 
actively recruiting for apprentices to start in June/July 2019.

Keep an eye out for our next Open Day on 7 March 2020
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Down Memory Lane
This month I take a closer look at 
everyday scenes of our village’s life 
through the years. Among them are 
photos which capture a moment of 
glory for the Gamlingay Old Boys 
football team in 1980, drinkers 
in one of the village's many pubs 
and one of the last trains to use 
Gamlingay station before it closed in 
1968.

All of these pictures and many 
more feature in my new book, 
Views From The Past, which follows the 
two previous editions: A History In 
Photographs and Portrait Of An English 
Village..

Now a pharmacy, these premises have been a 
shop of many trades over the years, including 
a shoe shop, a grocer’s and Savage’s grocer 
and draper shop combined, as seen in this 
picture c1935.

Fred Tear’s workers in a bean field in 
Potton Road, Gamlingay, 1955.
As well as Gamlingay, the workers 

came from many surrounding 
towns and villages including 

Potton, Biggleswade, Wrestlingworth 
and Sutton. (L-R): Fred Tear, Sid 

Hutchinson, unknown, Gerry Gray, 
Lubin Brown, unknown, Harry 

Chessum, Bill King, Sam Huckle, 
Johnny Giddings, Ted Woodard, 

Stan Lenton, Harry Day, unknown, 
Bob Giddings, Sid Duffin, Stan 
Hutchinson and Harry Albone.
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Gamlingay Old Boys in 1980 was managed by former Old Boys player Dave ‘Tractor’ Brown. In the picture we can see them celebrating 
their 1980 Norwich Brewery Trophy triumph against Over Sports at Cambridge’s Abbey Stadium, with a score of 5-0. Scorers were Dave 
Brett and Tom Meeks, who scored a magnificent four goals. (L-R back):Terry Blinch, Dave ‘Tractor’ Brown, Peter ‘Speedy’ Jakes, Steve ‘Baz’ 
Whitbread, Clive ‘Squibby’ Munns, Dave Croft, Alan Walker, Dean Charlie Beddal, Peter Webb, Barry Cavilla. (L-R front) Jim Allen, Sid 
Heath, Chris Walker, Frank Careless, Tom Meeks and Dave Brett.

This picture, taken in the 
early 1960s, shows a fire 
engine pumping water 
away as Cinques Road is 
flooded. This area used to 
flood nearly every year. 
The Spital Pit is on the 
right and The Dolphin 
public house can be seen 
in the middle of the 
picture.
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Pupils at the First School 
used to have a small patch 
of garden on the triangular 
piece of the grass verge at the 
junction of Waresley Road and 
Cinques Road. Here Mr Dalley 
and the schoolboys dig the plot 
ready for planting, 1931.

Gamlingay scout troop on the 
railway bridge near the station 
looking towards the Hatleys 

on April 7, 1923. Young Harry 
Cook (my Grandad) is among 
the scouts, fifth from the right.

Saturday morning market in 
the Hardwicke Arms car park, 
1948, taken by Jim Empson. 

In the crowd are Doris Almond, 
Brian Hutchinson, June 

Careless, Rosie Albone, Doreen 
Abbot, Connie Dennis, Sylvia 

Meeks, Stanley Moss, Mrs Jiggle 
and Daisy Bettles.
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Inside the Green Man public 
house in the Cinques, 1960.

(L-R) Terry Careless, 
Geg Meeks, Jack Croot,  

Ickle Meeks, Charlie Gilbert, 
Freedy Whitbread.

Another well-known haulier in the 
village was SG Hill & Sons, potato 
merchants who were based in the 
Cinques. This is one of Hill’s favourite 
makes of lorry, the ERF, which served 
the company well.

On board one of the last trains arriving in 
Gamlingay from Cambridge. The Station opened 
on August 1, 1862. It closed to goods trains on 
April 19, 1965 and passengers on January 1, 1968.
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Writers 
inspired 
by nature
Potton Writers Group explored the 
themes of ‘Trees’ and ‘Walking at 
Midnight’ through the written word 
in their latest meetings. 

However, the group encourages 
submissions whatever the subject so 
anyone whose Muse refused to come 
up with something on the chosen 
theme was able to still join in.

A record number of six members 
were inspired by the theme of 
Trees and submitted poems and 
prose for discussion. Among them 
was one member’s poem about a 
frost-encrusted tree, inspired by a 
photograph taken by the writer’s father 
more than 60 years ago. 

Another member also submitted a 
poem – a shape poem of a Willow Tree 
– that captured what that tree meant 
to him.

The mystical element of trees and 
the spirits of trees were explored 
in prose by two other members and 
another described two trees they had 
loved as a child.

Meanwhile, for one member 
the theme sparked an unlikely tale 
involving Theresa May, a local retired 
surgeon, and two Belgian arborealists 
called Jacques and Gilles.

All of these varied stories led to 
a lively, constructive and discursive 
debate and members left full of 
enthusiasm for their writing and 
absolutely bursting to get to grips with 
future themes.

New members are always welcome 
and the group caters for all writers 
from complete beginners to published 
novelists.

To find out more contact: 
Tracey Valentine on 07778 148 030,  
email pottonwriters@gmail.com  
or go to the website:  
www.pottonwrite.weebly.com

In December last year we finally completed our project to commemorate 
the Saxon families who lived in Gamlingay.

An Information board with information and images about the lives of the 
Saxon residents was placed on Millbrook Meadows next to the Greensand 
Boulder and memorial plaque. This was made possible courtesy of funding 
from the Gamlingay Community Turbine Tithe Fund. Many thanks to them.

We have reorganised our website (www.gamarch.co.uk) to make it more 
user-friendly and now have a blog page which will allow you to comment 
on our activities.

We are also now on Facebook (Gamlingay Archaeology Group) and 
Twitter (@Gam_Arch) so we can now communicate with followers more 
frequently – please feel free to join in the conversation.

We will, however, continue to use the Gazette for those of you who 
prefer the printed word.

Our meetings are on the first Thursday of each month at the Blythe Way 
Community Centre at 7.30pm. The next one is on Thursday, 5 March.

Gamlingay’s Saxon past brought to life with the new information board.
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Eco Hub celebrates Hallmark success
Hallmark is a nationally recognised 
quality standard scheme for village 
halls and community facilities, run by 
Cambridgeshire ACRE throughout 
the county. Cambridgeshie ACRE 
have announced that the trustees at 
Gamlingay Eco Hub have achieved 
Hallmark 1 accreditation.

The visitors who carried out the 
accreditation inspection were 
impressed with the trustees' 
commitment and drive to 
continue to improve the facility.

Michael Hellowell, Vice-Chair 
of Cambridgeshire ACRE said: 
“Congratulations to the trustees 
and staff at Gamlingay Eco Hub for 
achieving the Hallmark 1 accreditation, 
which demonstrates how well the 
hall is being run by their team. It is 
excellent that the hard work of the 
volunteers and staff is recognised by 
this quality standard, benefiting all 

members of the 
community and users 
of the Eco Hub.”

Community Art Course
Artist Maria Merridan is back to run 
a second print course, supported by 
local charity Forward Gamlingay.

Following on from the successful 
Church Street in Clay mural created by 
the Art Barn, Maria will be continuing 
the street scene further up the road 
to include well known local buildings 
such as the Emplins, the Wheatsheaf 
pub and St Mary’s church.

All participants will learn how to 
create textured mono-prints and dry-
point etchings. Successful prints will 
then be combined with other collage 
materials to create the houses and 
buildings of the street scene.

The course costs just £2 per session, 
which includes tuition, all materials, 
and refreshments.

No previous artistic experience 

necessary, all welcome. However, 
places are limited, so please get in 
touch with us here at the Hub to book 
your place.

We also have a wide range of regular 
classes and groups, from Zumba to 
circuits to yoga and pilates, community 
groups, ballet, sound bath meditation, 
Music and Movement for the under 4s, 
indoor bowls, and of course the library.

See our website http://www.
gamlingayecohub.org.uk/whats-on/ 
for a full list of the huge number of 
activities going on here.

And as ever, we are a great venue 
for parties, wedding celebrations and 
fund raisers, as well as offering great 
meeting space for local businesses.  
Give us a call or pop in to find out 
more.

Don’t forget that our Facebook page, 
Twitter feed and website have all 
the latest on our rates, spaces and 

What’s On.
You can drop in between 9am to 

4pm on weekdays or give us a ring 
to discuss a booking, ask questions or 

book a space.
We are Sarah and Kate  

(joint managers) 
supported by Jake and Tony.

www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk
Phone: 01767 651 226

Email: 
manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk

Facebook/Twitter: 
Gamlingay Eco Hub

The Trustees are presented with their Hallmark 1 certificate. From left to right: Guy 
Kiddie, Neil Muirhead, Benita Scott, and Chair of Trustees Jackie McGeady with Vice 
Chairman of Cambridgeshire ACRE Michael Hellowell

Fans of big band jazz are in for a treat 
next month when Linton Jazz will be 
playing at the Eco Hub.

The 30-strong band will be raising 
the roof at the Gamlingay venue in aid 
of the Anthony Nolan Trust, a charity 
that does much-needed work matching 
bone marrow donors to recipients.

Linton Jazz only get together to play 
at charity events and concerts so the 
evening promises to be a rare treat. 
They will be appearing at the Eco Hub 
in Stocks Lane, on Saturday, 25 April.
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Komino rules
Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside 
the same digit in an adjacent box. Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side. 

I hope that you have enjoyed the challenge of solving these Komino puzzles.
These are similar to the ones that I have published in my first book of 200 Komino Puzzles which is currently is available 

with 25% off retail price from my publishers (Troubador) at www.kominopuzzle.com for £7.50

January/February  
solution

Nothing can beat a warming soup on 
a cold winter day and this Mushroom 
soup recipe offers a rich bowl of 
comfort. It features both Chestnut and 
Porcini mushrooms. Porcini means 
piglets, which the plumpness of these 
mushrooms can resemble, with a bit of 
imagination.

They are rich in flavour, especially 
when dried, and grow plentifully in the 
wild in Italy and even in some English 
woodlands (if you know where to 
look).

Ingredients
*  One medium-sized onion
*  Three cloves of garlic (hard end cut 

off)
*  A packet of chestnut mushrooms
*  Handful of dried porcini mushrooms
*  One small potato (no need to peel)

Method
*  Peel, slice and chop the onion then 

soften it in a saucepan with oil and 
butter

*  Crush and chop the garlic, then add 

it to the onion in the pan
*  Cut up the mushrooms, add to pan 

and stir
*  Add 300ml of hot water or vegetable 

stock and cover
*  Pre-soak porcini mushrooms then 

add to cooking mixture. You can also 
add the srained liquid they soaked in

*  Finely dice and add potato to thicken
*  Season with salt and pepper
*  Cover, simmer gently for at least 30 

min.
*  Add more hot water or vegetable 

stock if needed.
*  Remove from heat, allow to cool
*  Pour into a blender and give it a 

whizz
*  Taste and add more seasoning if 

required
Dress with a whirl or zig-zag of single 
cream or natural yoghurt and fresh 
parsley and some homemade croutons.

Croutons:
Toast a slice or two of good bread, cut 
into cubes and toss or turn in a frying 
pan. When crispy, take out of pan and 
sprinkle on top of your soup. 

For a really decadent twist use 
truffle-infused oil which further 
enhances the flavour of fungus.

Mushroom Soup as recommended by Ivan Williams
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First team Results
14 December
GUFC 1 – 1 Witchford
In a game very much of two halves, 
Witchford were the dominant team in 
the first half, forcing a few smart saves 
from Matt Cowell. In goal, Gamlingay 
stood firm until late in the half with 
Witchford breaking the deadlock with 
five minutes left.

The second half, however, was 
pure domination from Gamlingay, 
with the hosts only threatening on 
the occasional break, but again Matt 
Cowell was equal to it all. GUFC hit 
the post, the bar, squandered some 
chances, forced some great saves but 
couldn’t beat the keeper. Sam Bonham 

who came on early in the second half 
and changed the game, was the hero 
and popped up with an important 
header as the game approached the 
90th minute.

Given that both teams dominated a 
half each, a draw was probably a fair 
result.

21 December
GUFC 4 – 1 Somersham
In manager Matt Steeles’ final game, 
the lads gave him the perfect leaving 
gift: a resounding 4-1 victory. Leo 
Churms scored the opening goal, 
showing he is coming back to his best, 
with an outstanding half volley from 
30 yards out. The lead was doubled just 

before the break, with Sam Bonham 
scoring a header for the second game 
running. 

The visitors thought they had found 
a way back into the game with a Dom 
Walker own goal, but this was short 
lived as Josh Palmer scored a sublime 
individual goal, beating a couple of 
players before firing low past the 
keeper. The match was wrapped up 
with Conor Smith getting the last goal, 
which wasn’t without fortune, his over 
hit cross caught out the keeper and 
flew in at the back post. Victory lifted 
GUFC to fourth.

4 January
GUFC 3 – 2 Cottenham
The first team secured a vital away win 
which saw them leapfrog Cottenham 
and finish the weekend in third.

Matt Cowell's first game as 
temporary manager did not get off 
to the best start as the firsts found 
themselves behind after quarter of an 
hour. However, captain Leo Churms 
levelled the scores, before Coops gave 
us the lead. Cottenham rallied and got 
themselves back in it before the break 
and after an entertaining first half it 
was 2-2 at the interval.

GUFC dominated the second half 
and this paid off when Leo scored 
his second of the afternoon and 
wrapped up the points for the visitors. 
With Witchford not having a game 
next weekend the firsts have the 
opportunity to use one of their games 
in hand and climb to second when they 
travel to March Town.

After a slow start the first team finished with four consecutive wins lifting them to top 
of the league. The reserves are still trying to find their feet in division one, but a key win 
over St Ives saw them end the month in 8th place. The vets had a key game against league 
leaders Soham, but managed only a draw meaning the fight to win the league is over, but 
2nd place is still in sight.

GUFC First Team – Kershaw Senior A League Table
Pos. P W D L GD Pts

1 Gamlingay United First 15 11 3 1 35 36
2 Witchford 96 First 16 10 2 4 13 32
3 Orwell First 15 10 1 4 28 31
4 Milton First 14 8 3 3 12 27
5 Cottenham United First 17 7 5 5 5 26
6 AFC Barley Mow First 14 8 1 5 14 25
7 Somersham Town First 15 7 1 7 14 22
8 Huntingdon United First 14 7 0 7 21 21
9 March Town United Reserves 15 6 2 7 -6 20

10 Soham Town Rangers Reserves 16 5 2 9 -15 17
11 Hundon FC First (Sat) 12 4 2 6 -2 14
12 Whittlesford United First 14 3 5 6 -17 14
13 Bluntisham Rangers First 16 4 1 11 -30 13
14 Fulbourn Institute Reserves 15 0 0 15 -72 -3*
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25 January
GUFC 6 – 0 Fulbourn
With other results going our way, 
the firsts extended their lead at the 
top with a high scoring game away at 
Fulbourn. It was one-way traffic as 
Matt Cowell’s men helped their goal 
tally, scoring six without return. Sam 
Bonham scored twice, continuing his 
good goal scoring form, captain Leo 
Churms also scored two and there was 
one a piece for Harry Kennedy and 
Dom Walker.

28 January
GUFC 4 – 1 March Town
GUFC knew a win against March 
would see them climb to the top of the 
table, after the award of three points 
from a fixture with Huntingdon, where 
the opposition had played an ineligible 
player.

Gamlingay started fast, with a goal 
scored by Jimmy Walker, his 13th 
of the season. James Cooper scored 
Gamlingay’s second, before March 
got a goal back before the break. 
GUFC were dominant in possession 
but needed a goal to make the score 
line more comfortable, and this was 
added by Bonham. Coops finished 
the scoring, with a fine goal assisted 

by Tom Barker, taking him to double 
figures for the campaign.

Reserve team Results
4 January
GUFC(R) 4 – 5 Alconbury
The reserves are still struggling to 
get the balance right, free scoring 
(third highest scorers in league) but 
also conceding too many goals, joint 
second most conceded. Manager 
Adam Wuestner needs to find the 
right combinations soon to get the 
team higher up the league. The game 
started poorly with individual errors 
seeing the home team go two goals 
down. It looked as if GUFC had given 
themselves a lifeline when Matt Wyllie 
headed home shortly before the break, 
but failing to do the basics when 
clearing a corner saw GUFC concede 
before the break. 

Again, it was one step forward and 
two steps back. Matt Wyllie put the 
hosts within one goal, again with a 
header, before the visitors scored 
following a deflected through-ball and 
another individual error. At 5-2 the 
game looked done, but a quick-fire 
double from Tipping (header) and 
Wyllie (penalty) saw the visitors sweat 
for the final moments of the game. 

GUFC however could not create the 
opening and the game finished 4-5.

4 January
GUFC(R) 5 - 3 St Ives
In a performance, which was the polar 
opposite to the last two games, the 
reserves this time found themselves on 
the right side of a high-scoring thriller. 
Despite a fast start, the reserves did 
not take the lead, following some 
impressive goalkeeping, and against the 
run of play St Ives found themselves 
ahead, taking their first chance of the 
game. Gamlingay responded well, 
but were again pegged back after the 
defence failed to get out quick enough. 
Despite trailing, GUFC were the 
dominant side in the first half, but left 
it until stoppage time to claw back a 
goal, with Tom Ray making his second 
Gamlingay debut after a few years 
away, scoring directly from a corner. 
After the break, GUFC continued 
on the front foot: a long ball from 
Dempsey was controlled by Wyllie 
who had a finish to match.

GUFC went ahead for the first time 
in the match after some great play by 
Reece who put Tom Bell-Green one-
on-one and the winger fired home. 
The visitors made it 3-3, and then 
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enjoyed their finest spell of the game. 
The Rearlights weathered the storm 
and regained the lead with five minutes 
remaining, with a Ben Small cross 
dispatched by Wyllie. In the closing 
moments, a long ball from GK Luke 
caused confusion with his opposite 
number, who misjudged the bounce, 
and was out-muscled by Wyllie, who 
earned himself a tap in and secured the 
three points. 

25 January
GUFC(R) 1 – 3 Godmanchester R
A very even first half finished 0-0 
with both teams having few chances 
and possession shared. The second 
half started in the same vein, but it 
was the hosts who opened the scoring 
with a fine goal from youngster Tom 
Barker. Gamlingay seemed in control 
at this point but a penalty was awarded 
to the visitors and Godmanchetser 
duly dispatched the penalty. They 
then continued to capitalise on the 
crumbling of the home team and went 
on to score two more to secure the 
points.

28 January
GUFC(R) 0 – 1 Swavesy
It was a boggy, heavy pitch, which 
meant that very little football could 
be played. Both teams scrapped in the 
middle of the pitch for the majority of 
the game.

The first half went by with little 
in terms of goal mouth action for 
Gamlingay, apart from a great save 
from the opposition keeper, who 
forced Ant’s effort around the post, 
whilst Luke made a couple of smart 
saves to take Gamlingay in at 0-0.

The second half continued in the 

same vein with teams being restricted 
to goal mouth scrambles, however it 
was Swavesy’s ball that crossed the line 
and was the only goal of the game.

Veterans Results
12 January
GUFC Vets 1 – 1 Keddington
The vets lost ground with Soham 
with a disappointing draw away at 
Keddington. However, second place is 
still in sight, which would be a great 
achievement for Dickey’s team. Results 
will need to favour the Rear Lights as 
they chase Linton. Geordie got the 
goal in the game vs Keddington

26 January
GUFC Vets 2 – 2 Soham Vets
GUFC couldn’t get the win they 
needed to open up a title challenge, 
with their visitors currently top. The 
goals on the day were scored by Tommy 
and Jon Harvey.

Gamlingay Walkers 
Diary Dates
Gamlingay Walkers are due to start 
their monthly outings again this 
month after resting their boots 
during January and February.

The group meets on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 9.30am 
in the Eco Hub car park. New 
members are always welcome.
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Beginners Breeze Thursday 5 March Cycling. First Thursday of the month at the hub.
Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com or 07842 135 732

Bellringers Thursdays 7.30 to 9pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

Bin Collection Days Wednesday 4 March
Wednesday 11 March
Wednesday 18 March
Wednesday 25 March

Black
Blue and Green
Black
Blue and Green

Cock Inn Monday 9 March Monthly quiz nights starting at 8pm. £1.00 per head for various 
charities. New teams welcome.

Community Choir Wednesday 5 March
Saturday 14 March

First Wednesday of the month 8 to 9.30pm
Third Saturday of the month 10am to 12 noon
at Kingspan Hall. Call Jan Cooper 650 178 for details

Connect Cafe Fridays 10.30am to 12:30pm at the Eco Hub. All welcome to a friendly 
drop-in cafe for a cuppa and cake – £2 with free refils.
Lifts available – please contact the Eco Hub Manager.

Eco Hub Daily

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturdays

Saturday 7 March

Saturdays 14/27 March
Sat/Sun 20/21 March

Opening hours are 9am to 4pm.
Connect Café 10.30am to 12.30pm.
9.15 to 10.30am Toddler story time and craft session.
9.15am to 12.15pm Board games from 10am.
11.30am Strength and Balance classes (supportd by the charity 
Forever Active).
1 to 3pm Drop in Computer Training.
10am to 12 noon Community Art Group.
2 to 3pm New Age Kurling.
10am to 12 noon Keir Suite Craft Club.
5.30 to 7pm Youth Café.
7 to 8pm Youth Club (year 7 upwards).
10.30 to 11.30am Baby & Toddlers' Music and Movement class.
10.30 to 12.30pm Connect Café Community Coffee Morning.
10am to 12 noon Cambridge Children's Centres run a Toddlers' 
Music & Movement class
Comedy & Curry Night. Hosted by Big Deal Comedy. £15 pp.
Full details on www.bigdealcomedy.co.uk.
Blood Donations
Gamlingay Players performance of The 39 Steps

Gamlingay Allotment 
Association

Tuesday 10 March Membership Secretary Bob Gordon can be contacted on  
Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net or on 651 913.

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group Thursday 5 March 7.30pm at Blythe Way Community Room on the first Thursday 
of the month
Contact Chris Tomsett, Chairman, on 650 009 or  
Julia Manley at Julialmanley@yahoo.com

Gamlingay Library Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

9 to 10.30am and 2 to 8pm
9.15am to 12.15pm – Board games from 10am to 12 noon
12.30 to 3.15pm – Free drop-in computer help 1 to 3 pm
4 to 7pm
10am to 12 noon
9.30am to 12.30pm

Gamlingay Parish Council Tuesday 10 March

Tuesday 24 March

Meetings heald at 7.30pm in the Keir Suite at the Eco Hub and 
are open to all. Planning Meeting at 7pm
7pm Planning Committee Meeting at the Eco Hub
Clerks: Leanne Bacon and Kirstin Rayner
Tel: 650 310 or Email: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Agendas available on our website: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk 
and on noticeboards.

Gamlingay Players Tuesdays
Thursdays

8 to 10pm at the Eco Hub
8 to 10pm at the Eco Hub
Society producing plays and pantomimes
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Gamlingay Walkers Wednesday 4 March
Wednesday 1 April

Meet 9.30am at the Eco Hub car park.
New members welcome. For further information phone 
Miriam on 654 891 or email miriamjones80@hotmail.com

Gardening Club Wednesday 4 March 7.30pm in the Keir Suite at the Eco Hub.
Simon White, Garden Centre Manager at Peter Beales Roses of 
Norfolk talks about the Gardens of East Anglia.
Visitors are welcome, £3 including refreshments.

Guild of St. Mary's Monday 16 March Monthly meetings, usually third Monday of the month.

Guitar Club Thursday 5 March
Thursday 19 March
Thursday 2 April

Meetings held every alternate Thursday.
For further information call Geoff Bruerton on 650 748.

Hatley Coffee Morning Tuesday 3 March 10am to 13pm at Hatley Village Hall. Everyone welcome. 
Donations split between the Village Hall and Church.

Hatley Parish Council Tuesday 17 March Next meeting is at 7.30pm in Hatley Village Hall.
Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde on 650 596
or email hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info.

History Society Monday 9 March

Monday 6 April

Sarah Doig – "Education, Education, Education. Victorian 
Village Schools"
Liz Carter – "The Parish Pauper"
Monthly meetings, usually Mondays, at 7pm 
at the Kier Suite in the Eco Hub. – Non-members welcome

Housing, Police and Councillor 
Surgery

Monday 2 March 9.30 to 10am on the first Monday of the month at the Eco Hub.

Photographic Society Friday 6 March

Tuesday 17 March

Competition No 3: Open – Prints and DPIs
Judge: Mrs Naomi Saul, ARPS, EFIAP, ASINWP, DPAGB, 
APAGB, BPE4* - EAF "A" Panel
Brian Reid – "Peru and Ecudor from the Pacific to the Andes"
Term time meetings at the Avenells Way Communual Room.
Contact Nick Bruce on 651 025 or nickbruce@btinternet.com
New members most welcome.

Potton and District Writers Tuesday 17 March Meetings held on the third Tuesday of every month.
Please contact pottonwriters@gmail.com for full details.

Potton Ladies Club Tuesday 3 March
Tuesday 7 April

Meeting held on the first Tuesday of the month at the Mill Lane 
Pavillion, Mill Lane Potton.
Contact Sarah Burgoine at sarahjburgoine@gmail.com or 
call on 631 415.

Social Club Saturday 7 March Quiz and pool nights, live bands and Friday night bingo.
16 Waresley Road, Gamlingay

Soup Lunches Wednesday 25 March 12.30pm start every fourth Wednesday of the month at  
St. Mary's Church Hall

St. Mary's Choir Thursdays 6.30pm for choir practice at St. Mary's, Gamlingay.
Open to all interested singers

The Gazette Friday 27 March Deadline for all May issue copy and adverts.

The Wheatsheaf Monday 2 March
Monday 16 March

Charity Quiz Nights at 8pm on the first and third Monday of 
the month.

Total Wellness Workout Fridays 09.30 to 10.30am at the Church Hall. £6.00 per class.
Bring some water and an exercise mat or towel for floor work.

Womens Institute Tuesday 17 March

Tuesday 17 March

Meetings held between 7.30 to 10pm on the third Tuesday of 
the month in the Keir Suite at the Eco Hub.
A varied programme of events, guest speaker, trips and craft 
evenings throughout the year. New members welcome.
AGM from 7.30pm , followed by entertainment.

Youth Café and Club Thursdays 5.15 to 9pm. Year 4+ Cafe. Year 8+ Club
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Churches
Baptist Church, Office Jane

Sally Graves
651 519
650 112

St. Mary The Virgin Rector: Hilary Young
Church Warden: Alec Hissett
Reader: Chris Miller

650 587
650 052
650 779

Halls for Hire
Ecohub Sarah Groom

Kate Laughame
651 226

Everton Village Hall 682 251

Hatley St. George Village Hall Kim Wilde
www.hatley.info

650 596

Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310

St. Mary' Church Lindy Gorton 650 581

Social Club Martin Hull 650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736

Booklinks Kate Laugharne

Community Choir Jan Cooper 650 178

East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Friends of St Mary’s Helen Miller 677 390

Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners 
Association (GAGA)

Secretary: Mick Slimm
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Membership Secretary: Bob Gordon
Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net 651 913

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
juliamanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Environmental Action 
Group (GEAG)

contact@geag.org
www.geag.org.uk

Gamlingay Players Amy Lovat
lovatl@hotmail.com

07843 527 979

Gamlingay Walkers Miriam and Phil Titchner 654 891

Gardening Club Lindy Gorton 650 581

Guild of St. Mary's Liz Huckle 650 988

History Society Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480 385 351

Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707

Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748

Photographic Society Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

Potton and District Writers pottonwriters@gmail.com

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough

651 982
651 070

Sandy and District Round Table Lee Packham Brown

Emergency Services
Police, Ambulance 
and Fire

999

Non-Emergency Fire 01223 376 217

Non-Emergency Police 
and Community Police

101

PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Healthcare and Support
Medical Centre

Appointments
Emergences

651 544
651 546

District Nurses 08456 024 064

Age Concern 01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Car Car Scheme
Alison Baker

07519 493 701

Parish Council 650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Colin Smith
Vice-Chairman: Tony Goss

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish Council
Clerk: Kim Wilde

650 596

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Alan Pinney

Politics
Member of Parliament

Anthony Browne
0207 219 3000

anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

Hatley District Councillor
Heather Williams

07885 774 775

cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk

District Councillor
Bridget Smith

650 510
03450 450 500

Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Faulty Street Lamps 0800 7838 247
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Sir John Jacob's Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton

651 070
651 982
650 581

St. Neots Model Railway Club John Kneeshaw 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show Amy Lovat 07843 527 979

Womens' Institute Anne Clarke
Jean York

651 932
650 367

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Jelly Tots Emma Radley
Natalie

07156 027 150
691 477

Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 
07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary 650 208

Sports
Bowls Club Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035

Football Club Chair: Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Gamlingay Gym 651 785

Girls Football – MUGA Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk

651 785

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165

Waresley Cricket Club Phil Masdin  221 027

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Brown 449 043

2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547

Beavers Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Explorers Vacancy

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532

Gamlingay Scouts Will Colebrook 07527 717 463

Gamlingay Young Lacemakers Kay Palmer 651 532

Gransden Cubs Susan Jefferd 261 000

Pathfinder Scouts Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212 

Youth Cafe Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Youth Club Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 

Adult Health and 
Social Service General 
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202

Children’s Services 0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled 
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health 0345 045 5205

Learning Disability 
Partnership/Sensory 
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services

Citizenship 0345 045 5155

Education Transport 0345 045 5208

Education Welfare 
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information 
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries 0345 045 5200

Human Resources 
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services 
(includes automatic 
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Online Payments 
Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene
(Highways, Transport 
and Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard 0345 045 5222

Trading Standards 0845 4040506

Waste Management 0345 045 5207

The Gazette
For email contributions please 
check our website and upload 

your copy, or email:
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk

To advertise your business in the 
village magazine, please email for 

details:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk


