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Gamlingay in lockdown
LIKE all other villages, towns and cities 
throughout the UK and the world, 
Gamlingay is reeling from the effects of 
the spread of the coronavirus.

The virus, which first struck in 
China in December has wrought 
havoc throughout the world in the five 
months since it originated. Its rapid 
spread and often deadly effect has left 
more than 200,000 dead and more 
than 3m infected worldwide. At the 
start of May more than 26,000 people 
in the UK have died (some 2,100 
of them in the East of England) and 
there have been more than 161,000 
confirmed cases. This number is 
expected to continue increasing as no 
vaccine or treatment is yet known to 
help combat the virus.

Faced with such a threat to life 
the UK Government announced a 
nationwide lockdown on March 23. 
These drastic measures have seen 
schools, pubs, restaurants, shops and 
churches close as social gatherings are 
banned. In Gamlingay this led to both 
pubs - The Cock and The Wheatsheaf - 
closing as well as LJ's cafe/brasserie.

Some village businesses have 
adapted and managed to stay open. 
The Jannah restaurant and Wheatsheaf 

Covid-19 pandemic brings 
everyday life to a standstill

Uncertainty faces many employees and businesses, as the lockdown continues into May. 

Posters around the village support the NHS 

The Gazette goes online 
only during pandemic
The team at The Gazette is 
committed to ensuring the 
magazine continues during 
the coronavirus crisis. 
We believe it is important 
that there is a record of this 
strange and troubling time 
and how it affects  
our village, and so will 
continue to publish 
monthly online until it is 
safe to print again. 
And, as always, people can 
turn to The Gazette to find 
trusted information and 
contact numbers, which 
may well be needed in these 
times of isolation.

pub are now only offering takeaways 
and serve customers through the 
window. Meanwhile, the team at the 
village's Pharmacy wear protective 
masks and gloves and serve customers 
from behind a screen to ensure safety. 

And shopping at Gamlingay's two 
shops - the Co-op and Premier - is 
very different. Shopping hours have 
been shortened and the number of 
customers in the shops is restricted.

People are being urged to keep a 
'social distance' of two metres apart 
and while we are encouraged to go 
out for daily exercise, the lack of 
social contact is taking its toll, with 
an increasing number of people 
feeling anxious or isolated.However, 
help is at hand with the Gamlingay 
Coronavirus Support Group, see page 
2 for details.

Lockdown in pictures p4-5
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Share your lockdown stories
How have you been keeping busy during these strange times?

Working hard in the garden? Discovering your inner masterchef?  
Or finding time for some awesome craft creations?

Whatever you've been up to, why not share it with the Gazette and  
all our readers. 

Get in touch via email at editor@gamlingaygazette.uk 
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Group offers help in time of need

Why did you form the 
support group?

"When news of the pandemic started 
to emerge I realised the huge potential 
impact on the vulnerable, so I put a 
status on Facebook asking if anyone 
knew of a support group within the 
village, should we go into lockdown. 
It was clear the answer was no. After 
chatting with Lucy (Martin Rands, co-
founder of the group) the Gamlingay 
Coronavirus Support Group went live 
that same day, March 13

How did you get the group 
off the ground?

"Our biggest drive was to try and 
eliminate the worry vulnerable 
residents might be feeling. We wanted 
them to know we would support 
them. There wasn’t time to dot the 'i’s 
and cross the t’s,' we hit the ground 
running and chucked everything into 
place and within two days we had 
designed, printed and distributed 
leaflets telling people we were here. 

For relief from …
  Backache
  Stress
  PMT and many more

Try Shiatsu massage

THE SHIATSU CLINIC

Caroline Betts MRSS
Member of the Register of the Shiatsu Society
01767 650485

 

Who else was involved?
"Two became three when Josephine 

Kitcher started helping Lucy and I and 
she quickly became invaluable. Her 
organisational skills are vital to the 
smooth running of everything.

Volunteers were also coming 
forward in abundance. We sectioned 
off and colour-coded different parts 
of Gamlingay, Team Leaders were 
assigned and groups were formed.

"The support of the village has been 
astounding, we’ve all pulled together 
to support one another, volunteers, 
businesses and residents. We haven’t 
been able to use all of the volunteers 
that came forward to help because we 
received more than 100 offers… what 
a lucky village we are!

What support do you offer?
"Our support network have helped 

many people of all ages, but mainly 
those in the vulnerable category. We 
have also helped some families that are 
self-isolating due to displaying signs of 
the virus, and some single parents.

"I’m humbled to say we have helped 

around 200 residents so far with 
shopping, chemist runs and chats on 
the phone to help keep up morale. 
The amount of donations in food 
and money we’ve received has been 
amazing and has meant we can support 
families who are struggling financially 
with kindness boxes full of essentials 
and one or two treats (anyone who 
may need a kindness box, please 
contact us in total confidence).

How has the group 
developed?

"We are now recognised as volunteer 
key workers by South Cambridgeshire 
Council. Wood View Farm Shop have 
distributed food parcels for us, taking 
pressure off our volunteers. And the 
Need Project, co-ordinated by Adrian 
Semerene, and Gamlingay Parish 
Council have also been a huge help.

What more can people do?
"I just ask you all to please check on 

your neighbour. Make sure they’re ok 
and feel supported."

THE SPREAD of the Covid-19 
virus became apparent in mid-
March and by the end of the 
month the UK was in lockdown. 
As we all adjusted to 'the new 
normal', two Gamlingay residents 
moved swiftly and set up the 
Gamlingay Coronavirus Support 
Group to ensure that vulnerable 
residents would not feel isolated. 
Group founder Shelley Aitcheson 
tells The Gazette about the group 
and the vital support it offers in 
Gamlingay and the Hatleys.

Contact

Shelley: 07305 608 590     Lucy: 07929 453 235

G & H Seamer 
Funeral Directors - Est. 1903 

 
Family owned and independent 

Funeral Directors providing 
sensitive, dignified care for 

your loved ones.  We provide 
a 24 hour service, home visits 

at the request of the family 
and private Chapel of Rest. 

 
Pre-paid Funeral Plan Available 

 
 Tel:  01767 680519 
 
  www.ghseamer.co.uk 
  office@ghseamer.co.uk 
  47 High St, Sandy, Beds SG19 1AG 
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IN the face of the rapid spread of the 
Covid-19 virus, the Government 
announced a UK-wide lockdown in 
March. Since then familiar everyday 
life has changed in ways none of us 
could have previously imagined. 

As part of the lockdown strategy 
all social gatherings were banned. In 
Gamlingay this led to the immediate 
closure of the village's pubs and 
restaurants, with only those offering 
takeaways able to stay open.Many 
other familiar businesses have been 
forced to close with staff either 
working from home or furloughed, 
including the Eco Hub.

Like all schools around the UK, the 
village primary school closed, leaving 
pupils to adapt to home schooling. 
These photos offer a snapshot of these 
strange and anxious times. 

How the village shut down to 
fight the coronavirus




Residential and Commercial Electrical Installations since 2009 

Office: 0800 019 7992 

Email: info@dsselectrical.co.uk 

Web: www.dsselectrical.co.uk 

Be sure to check out our reviews on Google - Search DSS Electrical 

    

The Jannah Indian restaurant observes social 
distancing by serving takeaways through the 
window.

Warning outside the GP surgery (above).

Restrictions on shoppers at the Co-op.

The Wheatsheaf pub offered takeaway beers 
after it was forced to close (above). 
Charity collections outside the Hub have 
been halted as people fear the spread of the 
deadly virus (below). 
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MANY aspects of everyday life have become difficult and 
unsettling. Shoppers are faced with queues and shortages, 
churches are closed to worshippers and even funerals have 
been affected, with mourners either not allowed to attend 
services, or their numbers severely restricted.

Most people have been confined to their homes and 
isolation has lead many people to feel anxious and alone. 

©Chris Barker

Rainbows have appeared 
in windows, on fences and 
doorsteps in support for NHS 
workers (left). 
Many residents have put 
teddies in their windows so 
that young children can enjoy 
a 'bear hunt' while on their 
daily walk (below).

Churches have traditionally been a place of sanctuary but both Gamlingay's two churches, the Baptist Church and St Mary's, have been 
closed to worshippers. Their doors were shut as all social gatherings are banned during the lockdown to stop the virus spreading.

Getting used to the 'new normal'
For some, who face domestic abuse, being confined to their 
home puts them at direct risk. 

Yet, every Thursday at 8pm residents come out onto their 
doorsteps to clap together in honour of health workers 
and the work they do to save lives. And the sign of solidaity 
and support for the NHS - the rainbow - has appeared 
throughout the village's streets.
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YOU are reading this in May, and 
presumably we are still on lockdown? 
As I write at the end of March, all  
staff at the Eco Hub are to be 
‘furloughed’, which means to be made 
dormant, as our income at the Hub has 
completely stopped. So this will be the 
last page for a while, until we are able 
to resume.

Stay safe and well, is the current 
mantra, and I think we have all been 
heartened and frightened by this virus 
outbreak in equal measures. Heartened 
due to the outpouring of community 
spirit, helpfulness, patience and 
support of others. And frightened as 
the death toll is still rising. I can only 
hope that by the time you read this, 
things are stabilising and the infection 
rate is slowing.

For now, all our activities are 
cancelled and all future bookings are 
postponed. If you have a booking for 
later in the year and are wondering if 
it can go ahead, we don’t know as yet 
but we will be happy to postpone and 
rebook with no charges when we can. 

This is our eighth year of running a 
very successful community centre and 
venue and we will be back.

The Eco Hub Team

Keeping vital blood 
supplies flowing
We were very happy to help our wonderful NHS twice - on 
March 27 and again on April 2 - as they came to collect vital 
blood supplies.  
Despite the lockdown, people were encouraged to keep 
their appointments and all the hygiene and social distancing 
measures were observed as you would expect. 
The blood donation team are carrying on throughout this 
pandemic, keeping blood stocks replenished, as while 
coronavirus dominates everyone's thoughts, the day-in day-out 
business of giving blood to save lives continues.

Hub closes but 
we will be back
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Careers with KMG Systems Ltd

> Sales Engineer
> Mechanical Engineer
> Design Engineer
> Project Engineer

> Fabricator Welder
> Laser Operator/Nester
> Press Programmer/Operator
> Fork lift driver

KMG Systems Limited is the global leader in the design and 
manufacture of equipment for the biggest names in the snacks 
industry.  We’ve been established on Station Road, Gamlingay for
more than 40 years and have over 150 employees. The business
grows every year and we are currently recruiting for many skilled
and unskilled roles including:  

We see apprenticeships as an investment in our future and we are
actively recruiting for apprentices to start in June/July 2020.  

Apply by email to recruitment@kmgsystems.com

We have other vacancies.  Use the Solution Gamlingay app

or visit www.kmgsystems.com to see the most current
vacancies and more information.
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grave, is as profoundly important 
as ever. Alleluia, Christ is risen!
And Church is not cancelled. We 
have to stay away from our church 
buildings (I am not allowed to pray 
or worship in the church, even on 
my own, to my huge frustration). 
Nevertheless, Church continues, 
in homes and hearts. With the 
miracles of modern technology, 
we manage to be visibly together, 
even when we are physically apart. 
Although we love and value our 
building, the church is the Body of 
Christ, which is people. 
I have learned a lot in a short 
time about technology and now 
continue to offer prayer and wor-
ship through lockdown. There is 
a morning service on Zoom at 
9.30am each Sunday. The Anglican 
church has also organised pastoral 
care of the church community via 
phone and email. This is open to 
anyone who wants to join in, even 

Dear Friends 
I write in the strangest of  
circumstances in this time of  
pandemic lockdown and I have 
been encouraging others (and  
myself) to keep track of those 
things to be thankful for. So, it is 
fitting to say “thank you” to and for 
the people of this community who 
have so quickly picked up the  
challenge to make things work, 
even when they are not working.
 Well done Gazette team! And well 
done and thank you to all the other 
volunteers and key workers  
helping Gamlingay and other 
villages function as connected and 
caring communities. Among the 
volunteers, Shelley and Lucy have 
done an amazing job coordinating 
some wonderful people, thanks are 
due to them and their team, as well 
as to the many others who have 
been keeping family and friends 
supported.
As almost everything I wrote for 
April didn't happen, and with so 
much in flux at the moment, it's 
quite a challenge to write about 
anything in the future. But one 
thing is sure, neither church nor 
Easter were cancelled. See on  
p9 how our church members 
celebrated Holy Week and Easter 
this year. In such times as these, the 
Easter message of love overcoming 
the powers of evil and death, the 
promise of new life and life in its 
fullness both now and beyond the 

Fundraising continues
There will be more information in due course about how our 
churches in this benefice are coping with the change in our 
financial circumstances. With our doors closed, no services, 
and all our fundraising events on hold, but most of our bills 
still coming in, we are in the same situation as many businesses. 
Unlike them however, we recieve nothing from the Government, 
so rely on regular donations made through banks. We have an 
excellent scheme to make giving easy. If you want to help or 
know more, please email: gamlingaychurch@outlook.com or 
ring me on 01767 650 587. 

May Letter
if you’re not a regular at church. 
We also have a dedicated email for 
prayer during this time:  
gamlingaystmprayer@gmail.com
Do get in touch if you want to 
receive regular communications 
from us or have a particular prayer. 
Communications to the prayer 
email are confidential.
In these unprecedented times of 
confinement at home, anxiety for 
our own well-being and that of 
others is natural. Thoughts and 
prayers are with those who are 
under pressure, both physically/
emotionally and financially at this 
time. Teachers, parents, children, 
carers, volunteers, key workers in 
healthcare and the supply chain, 
from farmers to shopkeepers, those 
who are ill with the virus, and 
those who have other illnesses, you 
are all in our prayers.
Easter blessings, and love to all, 
Hilary



May 2020 | 9 

Easter celebrations
Easter services were a bit different this year, due 
to lockdown. But we still managed to mark the 
events. 
Palm Sunday: There were no processions or 
church service but doors and windows where 
decorated to mark the time Jesus was welcomed 
into Jerusalem as Messiah. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the 
highest!
Monday-Wednesday, Taize-style evening services 
via Zoom.
Maundy Thursday: no foot-washing and 
church vigil, but we had our celebration and 
remembrance, and reserved sacrament at the 
vicarage, and the vigil candle burned through 
the night.
Good Friday: we made Easter Gardens at home 
and used them in our Good Friday meditation 
from noon til 2pm, lighting candles on "the 
way of the cross". At 2pm our Zoom final hour 
service began. Steve Winser's crown of thorns 
and nails helped our meditations – Thank You 
Steve! (Alchemy Forge)
Easter Saturday we added flowers to our 

gardens, and prepared for the following day.
Easter morning we celebrated a Zoom 
communion and enjoyed our decorated gardens 
and our special food including things that we 
had given up for Lent.
 Alleluia, Christ is risen, he is risen indeed 
Alleluia! 
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May Message

Well… I’m not quite sure how to start 
this. As I am sitting here, writing, we 
haven’t even yet reached the ‘peak’ of 
the Covid-19 pandemic in the UK, and 
I have no idea what your reality is, or 
the impact that it has all had on you, 
while you’re actually reading this. As I 
talk to people I encounter confusion, 
fear, anxiety, stress, anger and many 
other emotions. I can’t help but feel 
the same things at times, especially  
on days that my wife, a nurse, heads 
into work. 

We see the community 
rallying around

I am continually chatting to people 
about trying to establish our ‘new 
normal’ with social distancing, self-
isolation and lockdown at the centre of 
it all. Life is different and very surreal 
now compared to just a couple of 
months ago.

However, through it all my faith is 
a reminder, that God is still at work. 
One of the most repeated instructions 
that we see in the bible is, ‘Do not  
be afraid.’ 

We see this phrase repeated by God 
to His people. It’s a phrase that comes 
with the weight of ‘why not be afraid’ 
attached to it: God is in control. This 
is a hard concept to grapple with, as 
we see the entire globe affected by 
this horrific virus. Yet, as Christians, 
we see a God who gives everything 
for His people, to enjoy life beyond 
what we know and live at the moment. 
There is a hope that we have in Jesus, 
which will be impossible to share over 
a simple article, but I would love to 
explore with you further sometime, if 
not in the flesh, virtually somehow.

Yet, with all that is going on, it has 
been such an honour and privilege 
to see the community come together 

“‘The only known antidote to fear is faith’.
- Woodrow Kroll

to serve and love one another. We 
have been blessed to have a team of 
volunteers who have been able to help 
within the Gamlingay Coronavirus 
Support Group; to set out on 
deliveries for Woodview Farm shop; 
to continue our NEED Project food 
parcel deliveries; and to simply chat to 
people where possible, on the phone 
or via one of the many social media 
platforms. 

We see the community rallying 
around one another and taking care of 
one another. It has been a joy to be a 
part of that.

And while we can’t currently meet 
in our building for our regular church 
services, or for our small groups, and 
the Backroom Cafe remains closed, we 
have moved online. We have developed 
ways to do church via our website 
(www.gbchurch.org.uk), and have 
developed virtual small groups, and we 
are continuing to meet with people via 
social media. 

My faith is a reminder that 
God is still at work

So, while these may be weird times, 
we’re still around to reach out, and we 
would love to connect with you. So 
why not get in touch? Maybe tune into 
a Sunday service, or our Wednesday 
prayers. Or maybe you want to get 
in touch for a virtual coffee? Either 
way, we’d love to hear from you, and 
journey with you, as we figure out our 
new normal, and do it together. 
Stay safe! Many blessings 
 
Rev Adrian Semerene 
Lead Pastor, Gamlingay Baptist Church 
 
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk  
07472 350860  
Twitter: @asemerene 

All our regularly scheduled 
events have been cancelled 
until further notice due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Due to the restrictions on 
social gathering we are 
doing church online.

Sunday Services
(including children’s resources) 
every Sunday at 10:45am 
on www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-
talks
GBC Youth group every Sunday at 
10:45am on www.gbchurch.org.
uk/youth
Small groups are meeting 
every week virtually. Get in touch 
with office@gbchurch.org.uk for 
more information.

Please consider following us on 
social media to keep updated with 
all our events:
Facebook.com/Gamlingay-
BaptistChurch 
Instagram: @gb_church 
Twitter: @gb_church

For more details please contact Jane, 
our administrator, on 651 519 or 
email office@gbchurch.org.uk
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Christian Aid 2020
May 10 to 16 (Benefice of Gamlingay, Everton and Hatley)

Covid-19 campaign update
At the time of writing, with further restrictions on freedom of movement having just been 
announced, there is uncertainty about the proposed Christian Aid Week this month.  
We await further direction and it is still possible that, as in previous years, envelopes will 
be delivered to all houses in the Benefice as planned, but it is looking increasingly unlikely.

Latest updates
Further updates can be found on the Gamlingay website and Facebook page, together with 
information on how to make a donation by alternative means.

Very grateful for all donations
We do know that many people have their own financial problems at the moment but, like 
all charities, Christian Aid needs as much support as possible from those in a position to 
offer it, in order to carry on with its vital work around the world.

THANK YOU SO MUCH
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In the garden in May
by Karen Aitkins of All Green Landscapes Ltd

Gardening Club
Happy Spring gardening to all our 
members. 

With self-isolation we are sure 
that everyone will have a weed-free 
garden full of colour and a perfect 
lawn this summer. We now have 
time to divide plants, cut back 
your shrubs and sow seeds from 
previously stored packets. 

Our May meeting and summer 
outing in June have been cancelled 
We will hopefully all meet again 
on September 2 when our speaker 
will be Frances Watkins, a qualified 
Medical Herbalist in Hertfordshire. 
She will be talking about "Medicinal 
plants during the wars".

Stay safe and keep gardening.

���������������������������������
www.greensleeves-uk.com  •  Email: hunts@greensleeves-uk.com

 Greens up and thickens the lawn

 Removes weeds & minimises moss

 Completely safe for children & pets

 Locally owned & operated business

 Regular personalised treatments

 No contract - Direct Debit available
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huntingdon_95_128.indd   1 09/03/2018   11:06

AT the time of writing this I am sitting 
by the window, the sun is shining, 
but although it is still very cold it is a 
glorious day. If I had a pencil, I would 
be chewing on the end of it, as I’m 
truly wondering what to write about.

We are in lockdown, which has 
become a common phrase along with 
social distancing and such like. We are 
living in unprecedented times - the like 
we hopefully will never see again. But 
the grass is still growing, and the birds 
are still singing and spring is marching 
toward summer with the same careless 
abandon as ever. 

The one place we can all go is into 
our gardens, if we are lucky enough to 
have one. It’s important to have that 
outside space at such a time. Hopefully 
some restrictions will be lifted soon 
and we will be able to visit the garden 
centre and nurseries again. But if not, 
we will have to make do with what we 
have and be inventive. 

May is a beautiful time of year and 
the smell of the coming summer is in 
the air. We want our gardens to be as 
good as they can be so we can enjoy 
that outdoors space. If you have a jet 
wash, jet the patio and decking down 
then clean all the patio furniture. 

Lawns benefit from a good feed 
now, choose a nitrogen fertilizer but 
be careful of any ponds and streams. 
Repair any bald spots with seed and 

water in, sprinkle a light mixture of 
topsoil and compost over. Avoid these 
areas when cutting. 

Birds will be nesting, and if you’re 
lucky enough to have a blue tit nesting 
in your garden you will have something 
to enjoy over the coming weeks until 
they fledge. Be careful with pruning 
larger bushes and shrubs as no large-
scale pruning should be done until 
after the nesting season is over.

Unfortunately, there will still be 
aphids and slugs. I’ve started using bird 
friendly slug pellets made from wool. 
The advantage is pets and birds will 
leave them alone but slugs hate them. 

I think we all need to have a go at 
doing something different in these 
challenging days so why not have a go 
at growing your own tomatoes from 
the seeds of your favourite shop-

bought ones. Scoop out the seeds and 
allow to dry for a few days. Plant the 
seeds a quarter inch deep in a potting 
mixture, you could use an egg box 
for individual plants. Water. Cover 
with clean film for a week to ten days. 
Remove film when you see the sprouts. 
Expose the plant for three hours a 
day, increasing a little every day to a 
maximum of six hours. Water only 
when the soil is dry to prevent root 
rot. Once the shoot is about two inches 
tall transfer to a larger pot. 

Stay safe everyone. 
Try growing your own tomatoes
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Wendy Hall WMSCh,
MPSPract,DipCTec

Chiropodist/Podiatrist

Moor Farm Cottage, Potton Road, 
Abbotsley, St Neots, Cambridgeshire,

PE19 6TY

Telephone 01767 677 554
Mobile 07926 355 884

For all kinds of foot problems e.g. 
corns, callus, bunions, nail trims

all in the comfort of your own home 
or at my surgery.

 

 

Wendy Hall WMSCh, 

MPSPract,DipCTec 
 

 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
 

 

Moor Farm Cottage, Potton Road, Abbotsley, 

St Neots, Cambridgeshire, 

PE196TY 

 

Telephone 01767 677554 

Mobile07926 355884 

 

 

For all kinds of foot problems e.g. corns, callus, 

bunions nail trims all in the comfort of your own 

home or at my surgery. 

 

 

ONE of the benefits of 

Nature wakes as spring arrives
ONE of the knock-on effects of the 
lockdown so far has been a sudden and 
dramatic fall in pollution levels. As the 
roads and skies empty of traffic, the sound 
of birds can be heard more prominently. 
And the unseasonably warm April has 
meant there have been plenty of spring 
flowers to see while out on our one hour 
of daily exercise. These pictures show the 
season awakening around the village.

©Chris Shillam

©Chris Shillam

©Sarah Howe

©Sarah Howe
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THE SOCIETY has cancelled all their meetings until further notice. However, 
members plan to continue researching and to use technology to keep in touch 
with each other.

As the Gazette has gone online and in full colour this month, the society 
has submitted some images showing the range of activities that they have been 
involved in over the years.

For updates on the society’s projects see the recent posts on their website 
www.gamarch.co.uk on Facebook (Gamlingay Archaeology Group) and on 
Twitter @Gam_Arch.

Society members examine Saxon remains 
found in Gamlingay (above) and take part 
in test pitting on a dig (right).

Plans for village 
show continue
Despite the lockdown, the 
Gamlingay Show Committee 
are remaining optimistic that 
the annual event can still go 
ahead in the autumn.
The show is due to be held 
on September 19 and the 
committee are hoping 
restrictions will have eased 
enough by then for it to 
take place. Members have 
been busy planning events, 
the highlight of which will 
be a flypast of the Lancaster 
bomber from the Battle of 
Britain memorial flight by the 
Royal Air Force.  
The committee also hopes to 
celebrate the efforts of key 
workers and NHS staff at the 
show. If you have any ideas 
on this or can spare some 
time to help plan the event, 
new volunteers are always 
welcome. Please contact the 
committee on 07519 921 126, 
or email: gamlingayshow@
hotmail.com



May 2020 | 15 

A walk on the wild side

Sunset across the fields (above) and in 
Church Street (right).

Millbrook Meadows lit by sunlight.

Sunset over Gamlingay 

A bird's eye view of the village wind turbine. 

Photographic Society
Given the current uncertainty 
the society has cancelled all 
remaining events for 2020. 
When we are able to re-
schedule, details will be given 
via The Gamlingay Gazette, 
The Gamlingay Village News 
column in The Biggleswade 
Chronicle and on the  
society's website:  
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk 
The Committee can be 
contacted by email on 
nickbruce7@btinternet.com 
or ring Nick or Jackie Bruce 
on 01767 651025. 

PEOPLE are being urged to do an 
hour of exercise outside a day during 
lockdown and as a result, many of us 
are taking walks in the countryside 
around the village, perhaps more than 
we usually do. 

If you are not self-isolating and 
staying inside completely, in Gamlingay 
we are lucky to have some beautiful 
countryside well within an hour. Here 
are just some views of the rich and 
varied landscape on our doorstep. 

©Maddy Ross Howe

©Chris Barker

©Chris Barker

©Chris Shillam

©Chris Barker
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Pastimes of days gone by

IN the village over the years people 
have been finding things to do in 
their spare time, activities ranging 
from joining a club or evening 
classes, going to the local for a 
game of darts, snooker, dominoes 
or, in the olden days, skittles.
This month’s selection of pictures 
reveal some of the pastimes  
villagers got up to in their spare 
time in the past. 

Gamlingay members of the Women's Institute at the Wembley Meet in the 1920s. (L-R) Mrs 
Watson, unknown, Sue Cade, unknown, unknown, Hubert Arnold, Anne Jakes, Clara Bird, 
Miss Haddelsey, Mrs Eben Cade, Mr Eben Cade, Miss Phillips, Mrs Empson and Mrs Piper.

(Left) Members of the Gamlingay 
Gentlemen’s Cycling Club enjoy an 
outing in the early 1900s. They are 
pictured here near the junction of 
Church Street and Stocks Lane.

Local lads enjoying a day out to the coast at 
Southend in the 1960s. Pictured are: Dave 
Roberts, Richard Gilbert, David Tassell, 
Brian Butler, Ronnie Sharpe and Peter 
Richardson.
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The funfair was an annual event in the village but it was held 
at a few different venues, including the First School field, the 
playing fields, the Fountain Field, the field where School Close 
and Fairfield now are and Charnocks field. This picture was 
taken c1934.

Drinkers at the rear of the Spotted Cow pub (L-R) unknown, Les 
Barford, Bill Swannell, Harry Bird and Bob Surkitt. 
The pub was closed and demolished in 1969.

Children dancing around the maypole 
at Maypole House, Church Street, in 
1938. Traditional maypole dancing 
also took place at Merton Grange and 
Charnocks House field.

The Gleaners from Waresley in the play 
"See How They Run" being performed in 
Gamlingay c1940s-50s.

If anyone has old pictures of Gamlingay, the Cinques, the Heath or Tetworth, I’d be grateful if they could 
let me borrow them for the collection. In return I can copy a picture of your choice for you, as a way of 
saying thank you. Please phone 07925 119 346 or email nb777@btinternet.com for more information. 
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BECAUSE of the ongoing pandemic 
we have decided to focus our Annual 
Report on what is happening now, 
rather than pre-Covid-19, with the 
exception of the budget positions of 
both councils. The world is going to be 
a very different place once lockdown 
starts to be relaxed and we will have 
many important issues to face. 

District Council budget
Up to £5m has been pledged in South 
Cambridgeshire to tackle the global 
climate emergency. The money will go 
towards improvements linked to the 
District Council’s ‘green to the core’ 
priorities. These include improving 
the Council’s offices to cut carbon 
emissions and energy bills, providing 
communities with grants for projects 
that cut emissions, making council 
houses more energy efficient and 
helping people cut the food waste.
In 2018 the Council declared a climate 

emergency and pledged to reach net 
zero carbon by 2050. To help move 
toward that goal the Council plans to 
invest a further £100,000 in 2020/21 
on Zero Carbon Community grants 
for community initiatives that will cut 
carbon emissions and tackle climate 
change, £1.9m on ‘greening’ of its 
offices to cut energy bills and a further 
£1.3m on improving energy efficiency 
of council homes. In addition £1.3m 
will replace 1,800 District Council-
owned streetlights with LEDs to 
reduce energy consumption by 60%, 
and £400,000 on an electric bin lorry 
to see whether it is viable to shift from 
a diesel to an all-electric fleet. 

In 2020-21 the Council expects to 
generate over £3.5m from investments 
that will be spent on local services 
and help offset cuts to their funding 
by central Government. The Council’s 
budget also proposes investing an 
extra £200,000 in expanding the 
mobile warden scheme in the district. 
Local Mobile Warden groups support 
older people to live independently by 
carrying out practical tasks such as 
making light meals, shopping, making 
appointments, filling in forms and 
collecting prescriptions.
A further £200,000 is also planned for 
increasing support for local businesses 

so that villages remain vibrant and  
new jobs are created close to where 
people live.

County Council meeting: 
Budget 2020/21 to 2024/25
Cambridgeshire County Council 
approved a budget including a £4m 
deficit while increasing Council Tax 
by 1.59% instead of by the permitted 
1.99%. At the beginning of this 
financial year the potential gap was 
£21m, so over the year the Council 
has had to make savings of £17m to 
reduce the potential shortfall. Whilst 
some efficiencies have undoubtedly 
been justified, they have made dramatic 
cuts to Adult Services (-£5.8m), to 
Highways and to Children’s Services 
(-£6.3m). You may be aware that our 
Local Highways Officer has been 
unable to commission work for lack 
of funds. Many Councillors report 
waiting years for simple maintenance 
jobs to be completed.

This pattern over recent years 
(2016-2019) of not raising council 
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tax by small permissible increments, 
including a sustained period of total 
council tax freeze, has cost the council 
£34m that should have been deployed 
to prevent disappearing public services. 
The difference between 1.59% and 
1.99% for a Band D home is 11p/
week/household which could have 
added £1.17m to the Council budget 
this year and £6.39m over the forward 
plan period.

Impact of Covid-19 on 
councils
Both County and District Councils 
have been very severely impacted by 
the coronavirus pandemic. Aside from 
the human cost - which is horrific and 
substantial, with a third of dustbin 
operatives either ill or self-isolating 
as an example - the financial impact 
is again, horrific. Although the 
Government has announced a further 
£1.6bn investment to councils it is 
clear that the return on investments 
made by councils will be very reduced 
while the demands on council services 
will be very much increased. 

This pandemic has led to significant 
unforeseen demands and costs – 
to protect the vulnerable such as 
older, disabled and homeless people 
- and in order to continue to keep 
normal services running, such as bin 
collections. This is at the same time 
as councils have seen a large and 
immediate hit to their income. Many 
councils use income from fees and 
charges to fund a range of services, 
such as leisure, parking and planning 
services, many of these services are 
scaled back or closed so income has 
dried up yet most costs including 
payment of staff continue to be 
incurred.This extra £1.6bn takes  
the total given to councils to help  
their communities through this crisis to 
over £3.2bn, an unprecedented  
level of additional financial support in 
recent times.

Help for the Shielded List
The County Hub has sent the NHS 
Shielded list to dstrict councils and in 
South Cambridgeshire this is managed 
by a local data controller in the 
district’s 10 patches. Many residents do 
not want further assistance especially 
the food parcels. The data controllers 
are mainly councillors but there are 
other trusted volunteers involved. 

So far three lists have been have 

distributed to local groups: those over 
70 on the electoral register, vulnerable 
SCDC housing tenants complied by  
the Housing Team and the NHS 
Shielded List. There is a lot of 
duplication and the data controllers 
have been cleaning them up as well as 
dividing up for the local volunteers on 
a need to know basis.

Patch officers are also working with 
district members and the local groups 
to identify others not on these lists to 
ensure comprehensive knowledge of 
who needs help in each of the wards 
and that they are being covered by 
local volunteers. The Council also has 
contact details for those who have 
volunteered so that they can be used 
to plug gaps near to where they live. 
Patch officers are giving advice and 
calling on assistance from within the 
council and other services such as CCC 
social services.

Virus impact on businesses
At the time of writing South Cambs 
DC has paid out almost 70% of its 
allocation of the government grants 
to businesses. All eligible businesses 
have been mailed or emailed about 300 
have not responded or applied. If you 
think you might be eligible for a grant 
please visit the website www.scambs.
gov.uk to check your eligibility and to 
register. We are aware that there are 
many small businesses who have fallen 
through the net and are not getting any 
financial support. Do please email your 
MP, Anthony Browne, about this. 

Please also let South Cambs know who 
you are by emailing greatercambridge.
business@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. You 
will be added to an email list for the 

-stop shop newsletter, which is being 
updated every few days. There is also 
a lot of information about borrowing 
money for businesses on the Gov.UK 
website. 

South Cambs will soon be fully 
mobilised to help small business 
recover and to make sure that when 
we get to the end of this crisis we still 
have jobs and businesses in our villages.  
If you need any advice please contact 
the council directly or Bridget on cllr.
bridgetsmith@scambs.gov.uk

Urgent appeal for foster 
carers
The number of people enquiring about 
becoming foster carers has dipped, 
but there is an immediate need for for 
carers for teenagers, children with 
additional needs and sibling groups.

People who believe they can make a 
positive difference to a child’s life are 
encouraged to contact the council. All 
carers receive training, 24-hour access 
to support, along with allowances. As a 
foster carer you need to have the time, 
patience and determination to support 
and help vulnerable children and young 
people who are living away from their 
families. You will need to be over 21 
and have a spare bedroom in your 
home. Visit: www.cambridgeshire.
gov.uk/fostering. email fostering@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 0800 
052 0078

Covid-19 testing
The national testing programme has 
now expanded capacity to test other 
frontline workers who are having to 
self-isolate due to having coronavirus-
like symptoms or because a member of 
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Your councillors are here to help 
you. Please contact us with  
comments, questions, problems 
or complaints. We hope to help 
but if we can’t we are likely to 
know someone who can!.

Deadline  
for June's Gazette

May 14
contact us via email:
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk

their household has symptoms. The full 
list of eligible employers now includes: 

All NHS and social care staff, 
including hospital, community and 
primary care, and relevant staff 
providing ancillary support to frontline 
NHS services (e.g. accommodation 
catering) and voluntary workers, 
Police, fire and rescue services and 
local authority staff, including core 
and essential workers such as those 
working with vulnerable children and 
adults, victims of domestic violence, 
the homeless and rough sleepers, and 
those staff essential to the continuity of 
business.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested

Mental health - Every Mind 
Matters
All over the country we’re staying at 
home to protect the NHS and save 
lives. We will all be experiencing highs 
and lows and it is perfectly normal to 
miss loved ones, get frustrated, feel 
anxious or stressed. There are things 
we can all do to look after our mental 
wellbeing at this time. The NHS 'Every 
Mind Matters' website shows you 
simple steps to help deal with stress, 
boost your mood and feel on top of 
things. It also provides simple tips 
and advice to help you look after your 
mental wellbeing during this time. See 
www.everymindmatters.co.uk to get 
your free online personal Mind Plan.

Are you ill?
There is real concern building that 
people are not coming forward with 
symptoms of serious illnesses such 
as heart attacks, strokes, cancer 

symptoms as they are concerned that 
there is not enough capacity in the 
NHS due to Covid-19. This is not the 
case and people are being urged to visit 
their GP with these symptoms as they 
would normally.

Young people in danger
We are aware that as a result of the 
lockdown a number of young people 
are more vulnerable to abuse and 
neglect. If you are concerned that a 
child or young person is being abused 
or neglected, call Cambridgeshire 
Children on 0345 045 5203.

Highways
Highways teams are key workers and 
crews across Cambridgeshire continue 
to carry out essential maintenance. 
However, highways teams are aware of 
concerns from members of the public 
around continuing work at this time 
and are keen to stress that any work 
will only be carried out where it is 
safe to do so. All work is carried out 
in accordance with government health 
and safety measures, with workforces 
practising social distancing. 

Bonfires and BBQs
With summer coming, lighting a 
bonfire in the garden or having a 
BBQ is ever more tempting. However 
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue 
Service are urging you to consider the 
impact before lighting a fire. So far 
since the lockdown began, crews have 
attended more than 50 outdoor fires.

The message for bonfires is simple: 
"Don't light any". While it is possible 
to have a safe BBQ, please ensure 
you follow some simple rules: place 
the BBQ on level ground away from 
fences, sheds, trees and other garden 
furniture, wait until it is fully out and 
cooled down before disposing of it 
and keep a bucket of water, sand, or a 
garden hose nearby for emergencies. 
Be aware that fires can also aggravate 
health conditions for neighbours, 
particularly if they are isolating due to 
Covid-19 symptoms. 

The Cambridgeshire 
Coronavirus Community 
Fund 
The fund is offering grants to help 
Parish, Town, District, City and 
County Councils, along with local 
charities and groups to deal with issues 
affecting older and vulnerable people 

in our community, as a result of the 
continuing threat of Covid-19. Grants 
from £1,000 to £5,000 are available to 
tackle the impact of financial hardship, 
hunger, lack of shelter, health issues, 
loneliness or isolation. See: 
https://www.cambscf.org.uk/
cambridgeshire-coronavirus-
community-fund.html

Police drug searches
Police have carried out searches on two 
properties in the Gamlingay division 
recently on suspicion of possession of 
illegal drugs. Acting on information 
from the public, the force’s South 
Cambs Neighbourhood Team and 
Rural Crime Action Team searched a 
property in Waresley Road,  
Gamlingay. Two men were assisting 
police with their enquiries. 

Police also searched a property in 
Arrington, again after a tip-off from 
members of the public. Three men 
were arrested at the scene. 

Information about illegal drug 
activity can be reported via  
www.cambs.police.uk/report or by 
calling 101.

New Road closure
A reminder that New Road in  
Gamlingay will be closed between 
June 8 and June 19 for bridge works 
(planned at the time of writing).

Lastly, Thank You!
The way everyone has rallied around 
during this coronaviurs pandemic and 
so quickly, in so many different ways 
has been really extraordinary. We are 
truly blessed to be part of such a  
wonderful community. Whatever you 
have done, big or small, will have made 
all the difference so THANK YOU!
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Komino rules
Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box 
contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.  
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side. 

THIS twist on the old favorite Toad in the Hole uses vegetables 
instead of the traditional sausage in a batter. Many vegetables can be 
used so the dish is easy to adapt. My mother used to make a similar 
meal, but with fruit such as apples, pears, plums or raspberries 
which we ate smothered in cream or custard.

Ingredients
Use a selection of vegetables, at least 
two or three types. 
Suggestions: carrots, parsnips, 
celeriac, spinach, onions, mushrooms.
For the batter:
 100g/4oz plain flour
 2 eggs
 Vegetable oil for baking
Optional to serve: horseradish sauce 
(cuts through the richness)

Method
Preheat the oven to 200C/180°C fan, 
Gas 5
To make the batter: Mix together 
the flour, eggs and milk. You might 
want to add a little more milk if the 
batter is too stiff. Leave to rest while 
you prepare the vegetables.

To prepare the vegetables: 
Vegetables should be chunky so cut 
root vegetables like carrots, parsnips, 
turnip and celeriac into batons (about 
2-3 cm long). Cut onion into quarters 

By Roderick Starksfield

April's solution

I hope that you have enjoyed the 
challenge of solving these Komino 
puzzles.

These are similar to the ones that I 
have published in my first book of 200 
Komino Puzzles which is currently 
is available with 25% off retail price 
from my publishers (Troubador) for 
£7.50 at www.kominopuzzle.com

No Toad in the Hole

and shallots are peeled and left whole.
Mushrooms left whole or if they're 
large cut into pieces to fit into the dish!
Generously oil a baking dish and place 
the vegetables in the dish, coating them 
in oil. 
• Place in the oven for 20 minutes, 

check halfway through to ensure 

the vegetables are not browning 
too much, and re-baste with oil. 

• After 20 minutes increase the oven 
temperature to 220C/200°C fan 
for five minutes to ensure the oil is 
really hot. 

• Remove from the oven and 
carefully pour in the batter. 

• Reduce the oven temperature back 
to 200C/180°C fan, and cook for 
about 25/30 minutes.

Serve with green vegetables - spinach, 
kale, cabbage or sprouting broccoli. 
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Churches
Baptist Church, Office Jane

Sally Graves
651 519
650 112

St. Mary The Virgin Rector: Hilary Young
Church Warden: Alec Hissett
Reader: Chris Miller

650 587
650 052
650 779

Halls for Hire
Ecohub Sarah Groom

Kate Laughame
651 226

Everton Village Hall 682 251

Hatley St. George Village Hall Kim Wilde
www.hatley.info

650 596

Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310

St. Mary' Church Lindy Gorton 650 581

Social Club Martin Hull 650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736

Booklinks Kate Laugharne

Community Choir Jan Cooper 650 178

East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Friends of St Mary’s Helen Miller 677 390

Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners 
Association (GAGA)

Secretary: Mick Slimm
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Membership Secretary: Bob Gordon
Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net 651 913

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
juliamanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Environmental Action 
Group (GEAG)

contact@geag.org
www.geag.org.uk

Gamlingay Players Amy Lovat
lovatl@hotmail.com

07843 527 979

Gamlingay Walkers Miriam and Phil Titchner 654 891

Gardening Club Lindy Gorton 650 581

Guild of St. Mary's Liz Huckle 650 988

History Society Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480 385 351

Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707

Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748

Photographic Society Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

Potton and District Writers pottonwriters@gmail.com

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough

651 982
651 070

Sandy and District Round Table Lee Packham Brown

Emergency Services
Police, Ambulance 
and Fire

999

Non-Emergency Fire 01223 376 217

Non-Emergency Police 
and Community Police

101

PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Healthcare and Council
Medical Centre

Appointments
Emergences

651 544
651 546

District Nurses 08456 024 064

Age Concern 01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Car Car Scheme
Alison Baker

07519 493 701

Parish Council 650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Colin Smith
Vice-Chairman: Tony Goss

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish Council
Clerk: Kim Wilde

650 596

parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Alan Pinney

Politics
Member of Parliament

Anthony Browne
0207 219 3000

anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
Bridget Smith

650 510
03450 450 500

Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Hatley District Councillor
Heather Williams

07885 774 775

cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk

Faulty Street Lamps 0800 7838 247
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Sir John Jacob's Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton

651 070
651 982
650 581

St. Neots Model Railway Club John Kneeshaw 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show Amy Lovat 07843 527 979

Womens' Institute Anne Clarke
Jean York

651 932
650 367

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Jelly Tots Emma Radley
Natalie

07156 027 150
691 477

Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 
07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool Lisa Burton 651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary 650 208

Sports
Bowls Club Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035

Football Club Chair: Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Gamlingay Gym 651 785

Girls Football – MUGA Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk

651 785

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165

Waresley Cricket Club Phil Masdin  221 027

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Brown 449 043

2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547

Beavers Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Explorers Vacancy

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532

Gamlingay Scouts Will Colebrook 07527 717 463

Gransden Cubs Susan Jefferd 261 000

Pathfinder Scouts Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212 

Youth Cafe Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Youth Club Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 

Adult Health and 
Social Service General 
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202

Children’s Services 0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled 
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health 0345 045 5205

Learning Disability 
Partnership/Sensory 
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services

Citizenship 0345 045 5155

Education Transport 0345 045 5208

Education Welfare 
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information 
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries 0345 045 5200

Human Resources 
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services 
(includes automatic 
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Online Payments 
Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene
(Highways, Transport 
and Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard 0345 045 5222

Trading Standards 0845 4040506

Waste Management 0345 045 5207

The Gazette
For email contributions please 
check our website and upload 

your copy, or email:
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk

To advertise your business in the 
village magazine, please email for 

details:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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Kirstie Timmins Your Local Personal Travel Agent
Let me plan your next holiday, saving you stress and time, I will personally tailor your travel 

experience, providing impartial advice, to help you make up your informed decision
One to one excellent service from start to finish, with free local meetings available.
100% Financial Protection / 24/7 Support / 100% personal customer satisfaction

T. 01767 360014 / 654890     M.07815 814798
E .kirstie.timmins@travelcounsellors.com

W.http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/kirstie.timmins
FB@kirstietimmins

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk


