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Scarecrows make 
hay in the sunshine
RESIDENTS of Gamlingay were 
surprised to see many new... and 
strange faces arrive in the village 
throughout September.

These eerily silent and watchful 
visitors kept appearing, unexpectedly 
popping up in the unlikeliest of places.

Some leaned on walls or 
nonchalantly sat at the roadside. 
Others were scaling the walls of 
houses and bushes. One stood sentry 
at the end of a drive while another 
waited at the bus stop for days, letting 
the buses all pass by.

These mysterious new arrivals were 
in fact all taking part in the village’s 
scarecrow competition, the only part 
of the Gamlingay Show which was not 
cancelled due to Covid-19 concerns.

Some 40 scarecrows were entered 
into the competition, with prizes for 
the funniest, scariest, most original 
and best named scarecrows up  
for grabs.

The competition had been planned 
as part of the Village Show, which 
was due to take place last month. 
However, organisers cancelled it after 
a risk assessment raised concerns of 
Covid-19 exposure at the event.

Meanwhile, the show committee 
is staying positive and is already 
busy planning for next year. If you 
would like to help them, call: Dave 
Masterson on: 07517 400 442 or 
email: gamlingayshow@hotmail.com
Winning Scarecrows announced 
in next month’s Gazette.

GAMLINGAY’S annual November firework display has been 
cancelled due to fears of Covid-19.

Organisers, Friends of Gamlingay Village Primary, said they 
could not guarantee social distancing at a large event in the dark. 
“We are sorry to cause disappointment but cancellation is the 
only sensible option,” the committee added. 

Fireworks cancelled over Covid-19 fears

An Elsa look-a-like on Fairfield.

Inspired by the Village People.

Hedwig watches passers-by on Church End.

There’s something different about the vicar.
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Please upload your club or society 

dates using
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Please note, this information 
will not be revised once copy is 

composited, so check your  
entries carefully.

Due to changes concerning data protection, The Gazette editor is very cautious about 
reproducing pictures of children. Every effort is made not to single out individuals, 
and parental permission is sought before using any item considered to highlight an 

individual child.
Your letters and items for articles can be dropped in at 88 Church Street, Gamlingay, 

or emailed to editor@gamlingaygazette.uk. We do not print anonymous contributions.
Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the items included but the views 

expressed do not necessarily represent the views of the Committee.

A big thank you!

THE GAZETTE would like 
to thank distributor, Eileen 
Riglen, for her many years 

service delivering copies to 
Northfield Close. 

We wish you good health and 
happiness, Eileen. This round 
has now been taken over by 

Jane Colebrook.

Submission of images
We love receiving your pictures of life in the village. And we always 
try to respect the copyright of the person who created the original 
image. Therefore, when submitting an image, please state who took 

or owns it and where you have obtained it. 
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Due to the current Covid-19 
crisis, Gamlingay History Society 
has decided to cancel all its 
regular meetings for the rest of 
this year.

However, the group still 
plans to hold its AGM later this 
month and has made special 
arrangements for it to be held 
safely at the Eco Hub.

The 2019-2020 AGM will start at 
7.30pm on Thursday, October 29. 
This meeting will only be open to 
those who were members of the 
History Society for the 2019-2020 
season. 

Updates on the situation 
regarding regular meetings will 
be posted on Gamlingay History 
Society's website as well as 
Gamlingay Photo's website. 
www.gamlingayhistory.co.uk 
www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk

THE SHIATSU Clinic, which has been 
operating in Gamlingay for 20 years, is 
due to close.

Concerned about the safety of 
close contact treatments during the 
ongoing pandemic, Caroline Betts, 
who runs the clinic, has decided to 
take a sabbatical from the business 
while she studies for a BSc in Dietetics 
at university. She thanks customers for 
their support over the years.

Gamlingay Library based at the 
Eco Hub, is open to readers, 
albeit with Covid-19 restrictions. 
To find out more call: 651226 or 
email: gamlingaylap@yahoo.com

PUBLIC consultation on Gamlingay’s 
Neighbourhood Plan is now under 
way. The process began on September 
7 and every household in the village 
should have now received a booklet 
summarising the document. 

A number of consultation events 
have already taken place during 
September at the Eco Hub and there 
are more to follow this month. Please 
note some of the October dates have 
recently been changed and the revised 
dates are shown in the box above.

The plan is a blueprint for the 
village's future development and 
growth. It can be found in full on the 
website: www.gamlingay-future.uk 
and paper copies of the document are 
available at the Eco Hub. 

The plan’s steering group is eager to 
have feedback from as many residents 
as possible and is asking that people 

respond by completing a feedback 
form (via the booklet or website). 
Interested parties can also attend one 
of the consultation events where social 
distancing measures are in place.

After the consultation period the 
steering group will consider all 
comments received and make any 
changes necessary in the final plan. 

There will then be a referendum on 
the document, in which all Gamlingay 
residents will be asked to vote Yes or 
No for the plan to be adopted. This 
vote is expected to take place late  
in 2021.

For more information contact 
Kirstin Rayner, Neighbourhood Plan 
Secretary, on 650 310,  
email clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk  
or use the contact form at  
www.gamlingay-future.uk

Feedback wanted on 
Neighbourhood Plan

Consultation meeting dates:
October
Saturday 3rd
Thursday 15th
Wednesday 21st
Wednesday 28th

10am-12pm
3-5pm
6.30-8.30pm
6.30-8.30pm

Eco Hub, main reception
Eco Hub, main reception
Eco Hub, main reception
Eco Hub, main reception

Giving a lifeline to those in need

IF you live alone or 
someone in your 
family is regularly 
left alone and may 
need to call for 
assistance, South 
Cambs District 
Council’s Lifeline 
team can help. 

Their lifeline service 
provides quick contact in an 
emergency, giving peace of 
mind to those in need. The 
team can provide emergency 
buttons that are either worn 
on the wrist or as a pendant 
around the neck. When 
pressing the button in an 
emergency it connects the 

vulnerable person 
to family, friends, 
neighbours or the 
emergency services 
via a contact 
centre.

One Lifeline 
customer in 
Willingham said: 

“The lifeline service lets me 
live independently knowing 
I can call someone in an 
emergency.” 

For more information and 
to apply for a lifeline, call the 
team on: 01954 713470, email: 
lifelines@scambs.gov.uk  
or go online at:  
www.scambs.govuk/lifelines

History Society AGM

Shiatsu clinic closes

Ready for readers

Library opening hours
Monday 2-4pm

Thursday 10-12pm
Saturday 10-12pm
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LAST month, we were full of hope 
about the Hub being open again. 
However, it hasn’t quite turned out like 
we thought. Although the Hub is partly 
open, we are not able to return to our 
old regular hours and will be partially 
shutting during the day.

The team here are grateful to our 
regular bookings, who have started 
to come back. We’re also welcoming 
some new activities to the venue for 
the first time. Many of these are in the 
evenings, so actually it looks like the 
Hub will be busier in the evenings than 
during the day for the near future.

So why close the building during the 
day? The reason is that with furlough 
ending this month, we now have to 
be very careful with wage costs and 
would rather not pay staff to man an 
empty building. It may be that we 
have a member of staff on duty in the 
evenings when activities are going on, 
rather than during the day. So for a 
while, the Hub will be partially closed 
during the day on some days, in order 
to save money.

Hub back in business but closes 
some days to save money

The Hub will now be open in the evenings rather than during the day.

New group Char Char Chimps at the Hub.

See Facebook, Twitter and our website for latest details. 
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk

Facebook/Twitter: Gamlingay Eco Hub
Drop in 9am–4pm weekdays, ring on: 01767 651 226 or email:

manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
Sarah and Kate (joint managers) supported by Jake and Tony. 

We are delighted to welcome back 
Weight Watchers and Slimming World 
(Monday and Tuesday evenings), 
Alice Lucas School of Dance, Karate 
with Richard Scoot (Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays), the WI, and Joolz 
circuits (Mondays and Fridays).

Our Connect Café is going well, run 
by a dedicated group of volunteers, 
and our Kingfishers disability group 
has returned three days a week.

We are hoping to start running the 
Youth Club again soon too (talks are 
ongoing) plus some other community 
groups. 

New to the Hub is Little City, a 
purpose built, child-sized city which 
encourages little ones to explore role 
play as a shopkeeper, hairdresser, vet or 
doctor and loads more. 

Also new is Cha Char Chimps, 

which is a weekly entertainment show 
for pre-school children with action 
songs, props and puppets. It will be 
on Thursdays at 10am. Little Ruggers, 
rugby training sessions for children, is 
also starting on Sunday mornings.

Please do contact us about booking 
a space, or any of our events, we are 
happy to talk you through what we 
can and can’t do. We are also taking 
bookings now for parties and weddings 
for next year. 

Our robust Covid-19 policy is 
in place, we have hand sanitisers 
everywhere and observe social 
distancing and the wearing of masks in 
the communal areas. 

It’s not quite the same, far from it, 
but we’ll get there.

The Eco Hub Team
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Careers with KMG Systems Ltd

> Sales Engineer
> Mechanical Engineer
> Design Engineer
> Project Engineer

> Fabricator Welder
> Laser Operator/Nester
> Press Programmer/Operator
> Fork lift driver

KMG Systems Limited is the global leader in the design and 
manufacture of equipment for the biggest names in the snacks 
industry.  We’ve been established on Station Road, Gamlingay for
more than 40 years and have over 150 employees. The business
grows every year and we are currently recruiting for many skilled
and unskilled roles including:  

We see apprenticeships as an investment in our future and we are
actively recruiting for apprentices to start in June/July 2020.  

Apply by email to recruitment@kmgsystems.com

We have other vacancies.  Use the Solution Gamlingay app

or visit www.kmgsystems.com to see the most current
vacancies and more information.
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Message for October

WELL, it’s safe to say, 2020 has not 
been the year any of us ever hoped for, 
planned for or expected. By the time 
you are reading this, we will have been, 
as a church, starting to meet up again 
in the flesh… kind of! 

And while we are now opening our 
doors on a Sunday morning, as I am 
sure you can imagine, there are many 
regulations we have to adhere to. 
These include masks to be worn at all 
times, social distancing measures, hand 
sanitising, no singing, track and trace 
records… It’s full on. Many might 
even be thinking… wow… is it worth 
it? Why gather? It’s not like it was.

While I don’t have answers to all of 
those questions, I definitely feel that I 
could speak to some of it. 

Is it very different? Yes! But different 
isn’t always a bad thing. Is it worth it? 
Yes! Spending time together, even with 
restrictions stopping me from giving 
you a great big hug (if you wanted 
one of course), is still better than not 
spending any time at all together.

But it is true that it is not like it used 
to be. Again, that isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing though. I believe God might be 
using this time, to make us think and 
pray about what new things might be 
done, that could change the way we 
gather, yet grow what we do. 

We read in the bible:

‘See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 
making a way in the wilderness and streams 
in the wasteland.’

Isaiah 43:19
 
I wonder what it might look like, in 

“Nothing paralyzes our lives like the attitude that things can never change.
We need to remind ourselves that God can change things. Outlook determines 

outcome. If we see only the problems, we will be defeated.but if we see the 
possibilities in the problems, we can have victory.”

Warren Wiersbe

your life for new ways to be made, in 
the wilderness, that would bring new 
life, new growth, and new directions? 
We are, as a church, exploring what 
new things God is asking us to do.

One thing we that we can confirm 
is that we are going to start live 
streaming our services from GBC 
via our social media platforms. This 
will bring with it an opportunity for 
you to join us at GBC and see what 
we’re all about. Viewers will also 
have the chance to connect with the 
community, be it virtually or physically 
as well. 

Additionally, we are continuing to 
explore and seek God, as to what other 
new things He may be asking us to 
step into, and we’d love for you to join 
us on that journey. Whatever is yet to 
come, no matter how different it may 
be compared to past times, we are 
excited that God is doing a new thing!

Maybe you have got big questions, 
some of faith and some of life and 
beyond that you may want to explore, 
and we’d love to be a part of that. So 
why not get in touch? 

Maybe tune into a Sunday service 
online, or our Wednesday prayers. Or 
maybe you want to get in touch for a 
virtual coffee? Either way, I’d love to 
hear from you, and journey with you, 
as we explore what it means to have 
faith in Jesus.

 
Rev Adrian Semerene 

Lead Pastor, Gamlingay Baptist Church 
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk  
07472 350 860  
Twitter: @asemerene 

All our regular events have been 
cancelled due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. For updates on 
lockdown procedures, see our 
website. Due to the restrictions 
on social gathering we are doing 
church online. 

Sunday Services
(including children’s resources) 
every Sunday at 10:45am on 
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-talks

GBC Youth group
every Sunday at 10:45am on  
www.gbchurch.org.uk/youth

Small groups 
are meeting every week virtually. 
Email: office@gbchurch.org.uk for 
more information.

Following us on social media to 
keep updated with all our events:
Facebook.com/Gamlingay-
BaptistChurch 
Instagram: @gb_church 
Twitter: @gb_church

For more details please contact Jane, 
our administrator, on 651 519 or 
email office@gbchurch.org.uk
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Advertise your business in 
the Gazette. Email:

adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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Pit your wits against the lockdown quiz

Maths

1.What is an integer?
2.What is the volume of a cube 
with edges of 5 cm?
3.What is the value of XCV?
4.What is the square root of ¼?
5.What is the line called 
that joins two points on the 
circumference of a circle and 
passes through the centre?

Sport

6.Which sport played on sand 
by women in bikinis became an 
Olympic sport in 1996?
7.Which sport involves brooms, 
ice and a 44lb granite stone?
8.What sport involves tucks and 
pikes?
9.Katarina Johnson-Thompson is 
world champion in which sport?
10.How many balls are on a 

snooker table at the start of a 
game?

Geography

11.Travelling south on a route 
through the Suez Canal you pass 
Port Said. Using the correct 
nautical term, on what side of the 
ship will you see Port Said?
12.You are bordered by Iran, 
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, 
Azerbaijan and Russia. Where  
are you?

General Knowledge

13. What is the tallest grass and 
how high does it grow – (to 
about 10%) ( ½ & ½)?
14.What is the full, official name 
for Covid-19. 
15.Fill in the blank (it comes 
at the end): Lucy, Peter, Susan, 
Edmund, Prince .......

16.Which is the only animal with 
4 forward facing knees?
17.Which WW2 General was 
famous for carrying two ivory 
handled pistols?
18.Which American, a brothel 
owner, prospector, oilman and 
lawman, who died in 1929, had 
siblings called Newton, Mariah, 
Ann, James, Virgil, Martha, 
Morgan, Warren?
19.In which decade was the first 
cricket hat trick recorded?
20.Before New York was called 
New York, what was it called?
21.The English musician, 
lead singer and actor Gordon 
Matthew Thomas Sumner is 
better known as?
22.The duck, which sits on the 
top of the narrowboat Ragdoll in 
the Rosie and Jim series created 
by John Cunliffe, can be heard 
quacking when?
23.In computing terms, what 
does “Gif ” mean?
24.Who in Spring 2020 took 
over from Mark Carney as 
Governor of the Bank of 
England?
25.The removal of what from 
the human body is called 
“glossectomy”?
Answers on p17

G & H Seamer 
Funeral Directors - Est. 1903 

 
Family owned and independent 

Funeral Directors providing 
sensitive, dignified care for 

your loved ones.  We provide 
a 24 hour service, home visits 

at the request of the family 
and private Chapel of Rest. 

 
Pre-paid Funeral Plan Available 

 
 Tel:  01767 680519 
 
  www.ghseamer.co.uk 
  office@ghseamer.co.uk 
  47 High St, Sandy, Beds SG19 1AG 

It started up on Facebook as the village went into quarantine. If you’re missing the weekly Gamlingay 
Lockdown Quiz, here’s a few new brain teasers for you. Questions by contributors Jan Cooper, Keith 
Warburton, John and Gill Kitchener, Martin and Hilary Young and Julia and David Alexander.
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away than most of us usually stand, 
even when we think we are keeping 
our distance.

“Let's celebrate 
lives well lived”

Meeting the challenge of these times 
includes helping one another to grieve, 
and to that end there will be memorial 
events in all our Benefice churches 
towards the end of this month, to 
which all are invited to contribute.

Timings for the memorials and 
exactly what form they will take is 
still being planned, but there will be 
an opportunity to put a display in 
churches, so please get in touch with 
anything you would like to offer. This 
could include poetry or prose, art and 
craft work of all sorts and music. Some 
singing is probably going to be allowed, 
but we can also play recordings. Or 
anything else that you can think of. 

At the moment we have one painting, 
various pieces of music produced in 
lockdown, and a possible piece of 
metal work, so there’s room for plenty 
more. Also any hymn requests will be 
considered, so let me know.

Before that, we have our Harvest 
celebrations. Again we are not sure 
what will be possible, but the festival 
begins Saturday, October 3 and runs to 
Sunday, October 11.

During this time the harvest 
decorations will be in place, and 
services are scheduled for Sunday, 
October 4 in Gamlingay at 9.30am and 
Sunday, October 11 in Everton from 
3.30pm. Watch the church newsletter 
for more information.

Like last year we will be celebrating 
many aspects of harvest, not just the 
food that is grown, so talents and 
lives well lived will all be part of the 
celebration. These may include some of 
the items to be used later in the month 

Dear Friends 
AS LIFE after the advent of Covid-19 
continues to evolve, it is difficult to 
write with any confidence for the 
beginning of October. 

Anglicans are hoping to have 
returned to church buildings for 
regular worship, with special crisis 
arrangements in place by the start of 
October. In our case we have been 
back in church from mid September 
(all being well). 

But as advice and regulations keep 
changing, in a volatile situation, it isn’t 
possible to say with confidence what 
will be happening in a few days, never 
mind a few weeks.

This leaves us all feeling very 
insecure. Planning is more and more 
short term and subject to change, to 
the point that it is easy to give up and 
not waste the time trying to plan things 
that have to be cancelled.

“No return  
to normal”

However, we are not giving up, and 
are already working on what can be 
done for Remembrance and Christmas 
if we can’t do our usual ceremonies.

What is becoming clear is that there 
is no ‘return to normal’ in immediate 
sight so it is really important that we 
continue to be kind and generous to 
one another. And it’s important that we 
use our God-given gifts to make the 
most of this challenging time. 

The church buildings are arranged 
to enable social distancing, but also 
require users and visitors regular and 
new to comply with regulations in 
order to keep others safe, such as those 
who are working in the buildings and 
other users. 

Thank you to everyone who is being 
supportive and helpful and please do 
be aware that two metres is further 

Letter for October
in memory. So, may God bless us all as 
we seek to serve him in one another, 
the best way we can, by living life to 
the full in generosity and humility. 

The great commandments, to 
love God with our whole being, and 
our neighbour as ourselves are the 
Christian obligations, shared with the 
other monotheistic religions. 

The special bit for followers in The 
Way is that we know God in Jesus by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

To love our neighbours well, we 
need to love ourselves well, knowing 
how God loves us through Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection helps us, if we 
allow it, in learning the difference 
between self indulgence and self-care, 
so we can care for others in the ways 
they really need (rather than the ways 
we think they should have) at the same 
time as we flourish spiritually.

Blessings and love to all,

Hilary

We don’t have an events 
diary for the next couple of 
months, but check our weekly 
newsletters online (on the St 
Mary’s Church and Hatley 
village websites). We shall be 
arranging some things ad hoc 
to help raise contributions 
to central church, to help 
keep the CofE presence in the 
villages. 

Details of church services 
will be there too, as we expect 
to see changes at short notice. 

To contact anyone 
from St Mary’s or for 
service invitations email 
StMarysprayer@gmail.com
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The Maltings’ industrious past

THE MALTINGS started it’s life as a 
hop malting for beer hops. Next to it, 
on the right, was a boarding school, 
which was originally a three-storey 
building until it was destroyed by fire 
and re-built as two storeys.

After the site was no longer used 
for hops, the building became part 
of a large car garage, owned by Alec 
Norman and later John Keen. The 
garage complex had many buildings 
including service bays with ramps, a 
car bodywork repair workshop, a car 
sales office, valeting bays and space for 
viewing cars inside as well as outside.

Mr Norman also owned buildings on 
the other side of Church Street, which 
included additional car servicing bays, 
a parts store and petrol pumps. He also 
owned a cycle sales and repair shop 

Taken from the church tower in the 1890s, this picture of Church Street shows three-storey 
board school on the right and the frontage of the Maltings hop kilns and works. 

(Above) This picture taken in the 1960s shows the site in use as a garage 
with the second hand cars for sale standing outside. The old maltings oast 
houses were used as a car repair workshop. The old oast house next to the 
flat roofed offices was hit by a storm one night, causing the roof to fall in 
on the new cars inside.

(Below) A view of the entrance into the disused garage yard 
shows the site just before demolition began in 2001.

Housing development site 
has enjoyed a varied past 
life linked to brewing, car 
sales and schools.

that was run by his brother Harold 
(Scaff) Norman.

However, by the turn of the 21st 
century, the businesses had all closed 
down and the site had been sold to 
developers. Demolition of the garage 
and buildings began in January 2001 

to make way for The Maltings housing 
development, which now stands on 
that site.

I took these pictures in 2001 to show 
the progress of the demolition as the 
site was transformed and prepared for 
its new purpose.
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(Above) the old oast house was originally intended to be converted into 
apartments but was mistakenly demolished.

(Above) These two red brick cottages stood on the site of the old board school. 
This pictures shows them in January 2001 just before they were demolished, 
brick by brick, so that the materials could be used for the new houses.  
Unfortunately the bricks were sold to a salvage yard by mistake. 

(Above) Demolition and building work for the new 
estate went on around older properties still seen on 

Church Street today..

For more information about these pictures or any others of Gamlingay, email Nick Bruce at: nb777@btinternet.com 

(Above) This house is still standing today. During 
the development it was renovated using some of the 
original materials such as oak beams. When the 
garage was open the house was used as a store for 
spare parts and there was even a complete car in 
one room at one point. Double sliding doors were 
installed so that it could get in and out.

(Below) The garage buildings and old oast house 
that was part of the original maltings complex 
await demolition. Building work on the current 
estate began in January 2001.
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Hatley Village Hall 
Available for hire every day

8.30am to midnight  

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall -  
can seat 85, with good acoustics

One user per session; new kitchen and 
boiler 

Ideal for meetings and parties 
Large car park

 £11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
 To book, please contact Kim Wilde on

 01767 650 596 www.hatley.info

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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Planning reforms
THE GOVERNMENT'S white paper 
on planning reform has been published 
and is causing some consternation 
amongst planning authorities. 

Although there are some serious 
issues with current legislation and 
things could be made slicker and better 
from the customer's point of view, 
generally councils do a good job of 
protecting the places that need to be 
protected including the Green Belts, 
Conservation Areas, Heritage Assets 
and rural areas. 

The Government blames local 
authorities for restricting the speed of 
housing delivery, but in fact it is caused 
by developers who will only build 
houses as fast as they can sell them. 

The new proposal is that areas 
will be designated for ‘growth’ and 
that very few application processes 
will need to be made for building to 
commence. 

Councils such as South Cambs 
are gravely concerned that ensuring 
housing is built to high standards and 
is located close to jobs and facilities 
will stop and the planning system will 
be reduced to a random race to the 
bottom. 

There is a wide ranging consultation 
under way and we expect that the final 

legislation will look quite different 
from what is currently proposed - at 
least we hope it will.

Council changes
THE GOVERNMENT are surprisingly 
busy with things unrelated to Covid-19 
at the moment and a move to massive 
local government reorganisation is one 
distraction we really do not need.

A white paper expected in October 
appears to indicate the dissolution of 
district councils and the creation of 
massive unitary councils representing 
up to 800,000 residents (South Cambs 
has about 130,000). 

The impact on democratic processes 
will be considerable. Buckinghamshire 
has recently become one of these 
huge councils and there are now 196 
councillors in their council meetings 
(compared to 45 currently at South 
Cambs). So, how anyone raises local 
issues is anyone’s guess.

Grants for businesses
SOUTH Cambs has distributed more 
than £25m of Government grants to 
businesses. The flow of money has now 
stopped but the Council has appointed 
a team of four experts whose job it is 
to support local businesses. 

Help could include assistance with 
a planning application or a trading 
license, or advice on recovery and 
diversification. 

The aim is to create a One Stop 

Shop at the council for all businesses 
regardless of size, and to give all 
business owners a real person single 
point of contact with whom they can 
communicate. 

If you are a local business please 
do sign up for the newsletter which 
contains updates for business owners in 
South Cambs.

Waste recyling
A RECENT question by The Telegraph 
newspaper on what happens to 
materials recycled in South Cambs 
highlighted the problem with plastic 
film.

Less than two per cent of South 
Cambs' recycling is incinerated because 
it is too low quality for re-processors 
and/or there is no market for it. 

While this is quite a low percentage, 
currently this includes thin plastic 
film. However, depending on demand, 
this can be recycled and that is why 
residents are asked to include it in their 
recycling bin. 

The overwhelming majority of items 
residents put in their recycling bins get 
reprocessed for re-use. 

Out of the 2,376 tonnes of collected 
by residents in June this year about 35 
tonnes of low grade and contaminated 
plastic film had to be sent to energy 
recovery (incineration). 

Parking at Gamlingay Woods
THANK you to the residents who 
highlighted the potential for traffic 
accidents resulting from visitors to 
Gamlingay Woods parking on the 
Waresley Road verge and also the 
increase in people parking in Grays 
Road in order to enter the woods from 
the fields at the back. 

The Wildlife Trust senior reserves 
manager has explained that the Trust 
owns Gamlingay Wood and has a right 
of access to it along the track which 
runs from Waresley Road to the Wood. 
However, the Trust does not own the 
access track. 

Successful negotiations with the 
landowner will mean that there will be 
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some limited parking along the track. 
Having said that we would encourage 
you not to take your car if that is at all 
possible. If you do take your car, please 
park as considerably as possible.

Zero carbon grants
ROUND two of applications for the 
Zero Carbon Communities Grant is 
now open. 

This year the grant is focusing on 
three main themes, which are cycling, 
community buildings and tree planting 
which includes other ‘nature-based 
solutions’. 

Applications are invited from parish 
councils and community groups and 
closes on September 30. 

The fund is worth £100,000 with 
individual grants ranging between 
£1,000 and £15,000. 

Green End development
DEMOLITION work is now under 
way at the Green End industrial site 
and we know some residents are 
concerned about dust and detritus 
impacting on their homes. 

We have been in contact with Morris 
Homes who are developing the site 
and they have assured us that the 
demolition company, Mick George, 
is doing everything properly to 
ensure that this work conforms with 
regulations and is safe.

If you have any worries however, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Cinques Road gullies
IF RESIDENTS have any issues with 
drainage or sitting water after heavy 
rain can you please let us know.

County Highways say there is not an 
issue with drainage on Cinques Road 
so it would be helpful to have evidence 
if there is. 

This goes for any gully in the village. 
County Council budgets mean there is 
no longer any scheduled gully cleansing 
and it will only be carried out in 
response to an existing problem.

Triage at Addenbrookes
A NEW pilot triage system has been 
launched at Addenbrooke’s Hospital 
with the aim to make sure patients get 
the right care in the right place. 

From 9am to 9pm, anybody who 
attends the A&E Department without 
a referral from a medical professional, 
or who has not been brought in by an 
ambulance, or has not called NHS 111 

in advance will initially be reviewed by 
a senior clinician.

The clinician will assess the patient’s 
symptoms and decide whether 
emergency is the most appropriate 
place for their problem. 

If the patient does not require care 
from the A&E, they will be directed to 
call NHS 111 or to visit their GP or a 
local pharmacy.

This pilot also supports the new 
national NHS 111 First initiative that 
encourages people to contact NHS 111 
before going to an A&E department 
in order to ensure they get the 
appropriate help at the right time.

East West Rail
EAST West Rail have re-started the 
consultation about the chosen Route 
E which runs to Cambourne and then 
through parishes in South Cambs to 
join one of the London rail lines.

There are significant concerns about 
this route not least the impact on the 
Astronomy site at Barton and the 
proposed location of Cambourne to 
the south of the town, rather than on 
the A428. 

The group Cambridge Approaches 
has been set up to pursue the best 
solution for South Cambs residents 
who will see a very dramatic change in 
their environment. 

Hospital appointments
CAMBRIDGE University Hospitals is 
reassuring non-emergency patients that 
they have not been forgotton during 
the Covid-19 crisis.

In a statement, CUH said: "During 
the pandemic, we had to make some 
difficult decisions such as postponing 
non-emergency operations, outpatient 
appointments and diagnostic 
investigations. 

"We want to reassure all patients 
who are waiting that they have not 
been forgotten and that we will 
schedule their appointment or 
treatment as soon as possible. 

It is important that patients know 
that if their health changes or their 
symptoms become much worse while 
they are waiting, they need to let us 
know so that we can re-assess their 
condition. 

"If you or a loved one are waiting 
for your first outpatient appointment 
and have not yet been seen by anyone 
at CUH, please contact your GP to 
let them know if your symptoms have 
become much worse. 

"If you have already been seen by 
someone at CUH for the condition you 
have been referred for, please contact 
the hospital team which is leading your 
current care. 

"You may also have new questions 
about risks and precautions or about 
coming to hospital at this time. It’s fine 
to raise these questions and discuss any 
concerns. 

Similarly, if you are unwell, it 
is important that you still use the 
appropriate NHS services to get 
medical help if you need it. 

Further details on accessing NHS 
services during the pandemic can be 
found on the NHS website."

Police tackle noise pollution
CAMBRIDGESHIRE police are 
cracking down on noisy exhausts with 
the help of criminals.

Using funds from the Proceeds 
of Crime Act, Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary has purchased two 
state-of-the-art sound monitoring 
equipment kits which will alert  
officers at the roadside if an exhaust is 
too loud. 

The legal limit for cars is 80 decibels 
and it is illegal to modify an exhaust 
to be louder than this. Motorists could 
face a £50 fixed penalty notice for 
either failure to maintain for causing 
excessive noise.

Are you afraid of your child?
DURING lockdown occurrences of 
child-to-parent violence and abuse 
increased. This is when children and 
young people use abuse and violence to 
intimidate family members. 

Acts that constitute child-to-parent 
violence are more than a young 
person pushing boundaries or one-off 
incidents. And it may lead to adults 
changing their behaviour according to 
their child’s mood. 

Victims are usually parents or carers, 
but include other family members such 
as grandparents or siblings. 

For help contact the Multi-Agency 
Safeguarding Hub, tel: 0300 300 8585, 
or (out of hours) 0300 300 8123. 
Or Family Lives offers a confidential 
helpline on: 0808 800 2222.

Your councillors are here to 
help you. 

Please contact us with  
comments, questions,  

problems or complaints. 
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Gary Hare

Property Improvements

All aspects of carpentry,
internal/external doors

Real wood/laminate floors
Bathrooms

Kitchens designed, supplied, fitted
Ceramic wall and floor tiling

External and internal painting,
decorating and wallpapering

Complete property refurbishment

Telephone: 01767 651 821
Mobile: 0777 397 3420

City and Guilds
25 years experience

To advertise your business in The Gazette email:adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

Wendy Hall WMSCh,
MPSPract,DipCTec

Chiropodist/Podiatrist

Moor Farm Cottage, Potton Road, 
Abbotsley, St Neots, Cambridgeshire,

PE19 6TY

Telephone 01767 677 554
Mobile 07926 355 884

For all kinds of foot problems e.g. 
corns, callus, bunions, nail trims

all in the comfort of your own home 
or at my surgery.

 

 

Wendy Hall WMSCh, 

MPSPract,DipCTec 
 

 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
 

 

Moor Farm Cottage, Potton Road, Abbotsley, 

St Neots, Cambridgeshire, 

PE196TY 

 

Telephone 01767 677554 

Mobile07926 355884 

 

 

For all kinds of foot problems e.g. corns, callus, 

bunions nail trims all in the comfort of your own 

home or at my surgery. 
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www.greensleeves-uk.com  •  Email: hunts@greensleeves-uk.com

 Greens up and thickens the lawn

 Removes weeds & minimises moss

 Completely safe for children & pets

 Locally owned & operated business

 Regular personalised treatments

 No contract - Direct Debit available
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Residential and Commercial Electrical Installations since 2009 

Office: 0800 019 7992 

Email: info@dsselectrical.co.uk 

Web: www.dsselectrical.co.uk 

Be sure to check out our reviews on Google - Search DSS Electrical 
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A healthy and tasty meal that is full 
of fibre, protein and many essential 
vitamins. Although it has a relatively 
long cooking time, it is quick and 
easy to prepare and very versatile. 
Serves 1

Ingredients
75gm/3oz long grain rice
50gm/2oz puy lentils
1tsp stock powder.
half tsp turmeric (optional)

Extras
A knob of butter or a glug of 
olive oil
2-3 spring onions, chopped

Vegetarian recipe by Roderick Starksfield
A healthy mix of rice and lentils 

1 small red chilli, very finely 
chopped
Good handful of chopped herbs
Choose 3-4 from:
parsley, chives, basil, tarragon, 
mint or any other herb that you 
like.
1 small tomato (or 2 cherry 
tomatoes)
Juice of half a lemon

Method
SOAK the rice in a large saucepan 
for 30 mins-1hr, stirring often and 
replacing the water to remove as much 
starch as possible.

Put the puy lentils in another 
saucepan, cover well with water and 

boil for 30 mins. Make sure you cook 
the rice and the lentils separately as the 
lentils will turn the water dark brown.

When the lentils have been cooking 
for 15 minutes, drain the rice and 
cover with about 4mm of water. Add 
the stock powder and turmeric and 
bring to the boil. 

As soon as it reaches boiling point, 
turn the heat off and cover the pan 
with a close fitting lid and leave for 10 
minutes. 

After the rice has been resting for 10 
mins remove the lid and fluff up the 
rice. Drain the lentils, and add to the 
rice. Stir through as many of the other 
ingredients as you wish. 

Serve with a green salad and chilled 
glass of white wine.
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Komino rules
Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box 
contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.  
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side. 

September's solution

I hope that you have enjoyed the challenge 
of solving these Komino puzzles.

These are similar to the ones that I have 
published in my first book of 200 Komino 
Puzzles which is currently available 
with 25% off the retail price from my 
publishers (Troubador) for £7.50 at  
www.kominopuzzle.com

Quiz answers from p8
1. Positive or negative whole 
number
2. 125 cm3
3. 95
4. + ½ or – ½
5. Diameter

6. Beach volleyball
7.Curling
8. Diving/Trampolining
9. Heptathlon
10. 22
11. Starboard
12. Caspian Sea

13. Bamboo grows to 46 metres
14.Coronavirus Infectious 
Disease 2019
15.Caspian
16.Elephant
17. Patton
18. Wyatt Earp

19. 1879
20. New Amsterdam
21. Sting
22.There are no humans
23. Graphics Interchange Format
24. Andrew Bailey
25. The tongue
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Churches
Baptist Church, office Jane

Sally Graves
651 519
650 112

St. Mary The Virgin Rector: Hilary Young
Church Warden: Alec Hissett
Reader: Chris Miller

650 587
650 052
650 779

Halls for Hire
Ecohub Sarah Groom

Kate Laughame
651 226

Everton Village Hall 682 251

Hatley St. George Village Hall Kim Wilde
www.hatley.info

650 596

Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310

St. Mary' Church Lindy Gorton 650 581

Social Club Martin Hull 650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736

Booklinks Kate Laugharne

Cafe Connect
Fridays 10.30am-12.30pm

Ann Kirby 651 134

Community Choir Jan Cooper 650 178

East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Friends of St Mary’s Helen Miller 677 390

Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners 
Association (GAGA)

Secretary: Mick Slimm
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Treasurer: John Way
johnway803@gmail.com 650 114

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
julialmanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Players Amy Lovat
lovatl@hotmail.com

07843 527 979

Gamlingay Walkers Miriam and Phil Titchner 654 891

Gardening Club Lindy Gorton 650 581

Guild of St. Mary's Liz Huckle 650 988

History Society Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480 385 351

Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707

Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748

Photographic Society Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

Potton and District Writers pottonwriters@gmail.com

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough

651 982
651 070

Sandy and District Round Table Lee Packham Brown

Emergency Services
Police, Ambulance 
and Fire

999

Non-Emergency Fire 01223 376 217

Non-Emergency Police 
and Community Police

101

PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Healthcare and Council
Medical centre

Appointments
Emergences

651 544
651 546

District nurses 08456 024 064

Age Concern 01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Community car scheme
Alison Baker

07519 493 701

Parish Council 650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Colin Smith
Vice-Chairman: Tony Goss

Faulty Street Lights 0800 7838 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish Council
Clerk: Kim Wilde

650 596

parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Margot Eagle

Politics
Member of Parliament

Anthony Browne
0207 219 3000

anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
Bridget Smith

650 510
03450 450 500

Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Hatley District Councillor
Heather Williams

07885 774 775

cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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Sir John Jacob's Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton

651 070
651 982
650 581

St. Neots Model Railway Club John Kneeshaw 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show Amy Lovat 07843 527 979

Womens' Institute Anne Clarke
Jean York

651 932
650 367

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Jelly Tots Emma Radley
Natalie

07156 027 150
691 477

Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 
07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool Lisa Burton 651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary 650 208

Sports
Bowls Club Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035

Football Club Chair: Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Gamlingay Gym 651 785

Girls Football – MUGA Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk

651 785

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165

Waresley Cricket Club Phil Masdin  221 027

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Brown 449 043

2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547

Beavers Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Explorers Vacancy

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532

Gamlingay Scouts Will Colebrook 07527 717 463

Gransden Cubs Susan Jefferd 261 000

Pathfinder Scouts Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212 

Youth Cafe Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Youth Club Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 

Adult Health and 
Social Service General 
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202

Children’s Services 0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled 
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health 0345 045 5205

Learning Disability 
Partnership/Sensory 
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services

Citizenship 0345 045 5155

Education Transport 0345 045 5208

Education Welfare 
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information 
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries 0345 045 5200

Human Resources 
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services 
(includes automatic 
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Online Payments 
Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene
(Highways, Transport 
and Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard 0345 045 5222

Trading Standards 0845 4040506

Waste Management 0345 045 5207

The Gazette
For email contributions please go 
to our website and upload your 

copy, or email:
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk

To advertise your business in the 
village magazine, please email for 

details:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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Kirstie Timmins Your Local Personal Travel Agent
Let me plan your next holiday, saving you stress and time, I will personally tailor your travel 

experience, providing impartial advice, to help you make up your informed decision
One to one excellent service from start to finish, with free local meetings available.
100% Financial Protection / 24/7 Support / 100% personal customer satisfaction

T. 01767 360014 / 654890     M.07815 814798
E .kirstie.timmins@travelcounsellors.com

W.http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/kirstie.timmins
FB@kirstietimmins

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
BOILER INSTALLER
Call us today 
07494 389 041

Contact: David Dennis at Heat Street, 5a King Street, Potton, 
Bedfordshire SG19 2QT

www.heatstreet.co.uk | info@heatstreet.co.uk

• Natural Gas & LPG  
 Boiler Installations 

• Boiler Replacements

• Annual Boiler Servicing 

• Landlord Certificates

• System Powerflushing

• Hot Water Cylinder 
Installation

• And More....

Right up 
     your street !
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