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Remembering Richard Brown: 
death marks end of an era
ONE of Gamlingay’s oldest 
residents has recently passed 
away at the age of 91. Richard 
Brown, who was better known as 
Dick, was born at the Cinques in 
1929 and lived in the village for 
most of his life. 

Dick’s working life was spent on the 
land, first as an agricultural worker, 
and then from 1970 as a market 
gardener. Despite the precarious 
and unpredictable nature of making 
a living from market gardening, 
he found growing and harvesting 
vegetables immensely satisfying. 

But Dick was one of the last of his 
generation of villagers, and one of the 
last market gardeners in Gamlingay.

He reluctantly retired around 
a dozen years ago and turned his 
extensive knowledge and skill to 
growing fruit, vegetables and flowers 
in his garden. 

As well as gardening, he enjoyed 
football and horse racing, and for 50 
years invariably found time in his busy 
life to attend most of the meetings at 
Newmarket each summer.

Dick married Brenda Hunter in 
1951 and the couple celebrated their 
69th wedding anniversary in the 
spring. 

He leaves two children, six 
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. He will be much 
missed by all who knew him. Richard Brown

FIREFIGHTERS are urging households not to plan 
their own firework displays on bonfire night this 
year as they fear they could pose a significant risk.

Crews in Cambridgeshire are concerned that 
the shutdown of public firework displays, due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, means that more people 
will plan to light fireworks and bonfires in their 
own gardens. However, they warn that such events 
often lead to injuries or accidents.

Group Commander Per Middleton, said: 
“Fireworks are explosives and should be treated 
with respect.

“While most people enjoy fireworks responsibly, 
they can quickly become a disaster and, in the 
wrong hands, they can cause injury and damage to 
property.” 

He asked residents to “think twice” before 
having their own displays, adding: “Not only do 
they present risks for residents and our crews, 
but with the pandemic still with us, we all have a 
responsibility to ensure we don’t put unnecessary 
strain on emergency services.” Treat fireworks with respect, say firefighters.



2 | November 2020

What’s Inside for November

3 Community Group fights plastic pollution
Plus hearing aid repair scheme

4 Show committee hopeful for 2021

5 Scarecrow competiton picture special

6 News from the Eco Hub

8 Gamlingay Baptist Church

10-11 St Mary's Church

12 Pit your wits against the Lockdown quiz

13 News from Potton Writers

14-15 History Man
Snapshots of the village's past

16-19 Councillors Columns
News from South Cambridgeshire District Council
and Cambridge County Council

20 Recipe

21 Puzzle corner
Answers to the Gamlingay Lockdown Quiz

22-23 Village information and contact details

The Gazette  
Editorial Committee

Editorial Production Team
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk

Chair
Larry New

Call on 07725 246 741
Distribution Manager

Julie Newman
Call on 01767 650 685

Distribution
Jim and Barbara Manning

Village web pages
Roderick Starksfield

gamlingay.org

Ted Bradshaw
Gamlingaygazette.uk

Advertising
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

What’s On pages
whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

Copy Deadlines
Dec issue

Friday, November 6
Jan/Feb issue
Friday, Dec 4

What’s On pages
Please upload your club or society 

dates using
whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

Please note, this information 
will not be revised once copy is 

composited, so check your  
entries carefully.

Due to changes concerning data protection, The Gazette editor is very cautious about 
reproducing pictures of children. Every effort is made not to single out individuals, 
and parental permission is sought before using any item considered to highlight an 

individual child.
Your letters and items for articles can be dropped in at 88 Church Street, Gamlingay, 

or emailed to editor@gamlingaygazette.uk. We do not print anonymous contributions.
Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the items included but the views 

expressed do not necessarily represent the views of the Committee.

Submission of images
We love receiving your pictures of life in the village. And we always 
try to respect the copyright of the person who created the original 
image. Therefore, when submitting an image, please state who took 

or owns it and where you have obtained it. 

The Gazette AGM 2020
THE GAZETTE 2020 AGM will take place on Wednesday, 

November 4 at 7pm in the Kier Suite at the Gamlingay Eco Hub.
Access will be via the rear entrance, which leads directly into 

the Kier Suite.
All seating will be socially distanced and the wearing of masks 

will be required at all times.

Thank you!
PHILIP and Lindy Gorton 
would like to thank all the 

kind people who ran errands, 
collected prescriptions and 

shopped for them while they 
were shielding. “We are most 

grateful and appreciative. 
We thought the village came 

together in an admirable way, 
as soon as the emergency was 

announced,” they said.
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A NEW community group has been 
set up in the village with the aim of 
helping residents reduce plastic use.

Gamlingay Environmental 
Community Group was established 
by two friends, Sherryl Cousins and 
Rebecca Bailey, who were increasingly 
concerned about the impact of single-
use plastics on the environment. 
They wanted to increase awareness 
of alternatives to the highly plastic-
packaged goods that are a common 
part of everyday life.

And after successfully bidding 
for a £2,129 grant from South 
Cambridgeshire District Council’s 
Zero Carbon Funding Scheme, the 
not-for-profit group plans to hold 
sessions with various youth groups in 
the village, talking to them about the 
problems of plastic pollution.

The first of these sessions took place 
last month when GECG ‘met’ with 

Group tackles plastic 
pollution problem

Gamlingay Brownies, via Zoom, and 
talked to them about the amount of 
plastic commonly found in bathrooms. 
Before the session the 13 girls who 
took part collected some 250 plastic 
items such as bottles containing liquid 
soap, shower gel and shampoo and so 
were able to see for the themselves the 
extent of plastic usage.

Sherryl and the Brownies discussed 
possible eco alternatives that are 
available for many everyday items such 
as toothbrushes and toiletries. And at 
the end of the session each participant 
was given a plastic-free soap or 
shampoo bar to try.

As well as the sessions with the youth 
groups, GECG has set up a Facebook 
page where interested residents can 
share ideas and experiences about 
sustainable alternatives. They will also 
be giving away samples of plastic-
free household items for Gamlingay 
residents to try at their first pop-up 
event at the Eco Hub on Saturday, 
November 7, from 2pm-4pm. Some of the items collected by the Brownies.

WHILE the drop-in Hearing 
Help sessions in Gamlingay 
and across the county 
remain closed, hearing aid 
maintenance centres are now 
open in Cambourne and St 
Ives. 

If anyone is in urgent 
need of a clean or re-tube 
contact a centre to make 
an appointment for the 
30-minute service where you 
can drop-off your device and 
wait outside. 

This service can be accessed 
by appointment only. 

The Cambourne Hearing 
Aid Maintenance Centre is 
located in The Hub, High St, 
Cambourne CB23 6GW and 
is open every Tuesday from 
10.30am to 3.30pm. 

Meanwhile, the St Ives 
Hearing Aid Maintenance 
Centre is located in St Ives 
Library, 4 Library Row, 
Station Road, St Ives PE27 
5BW and is open every 
Wednesday from 10.30am to 
3.30pm.

To book an appointment 
for either centre contact 
CHH by tel: 01223 416141 
text: 07852 699196 or 
email on: enquiries@
cambridgeshirehearinghelp.
org.uk

For batteries, please leave 
a message stating your name, 
address, phone number, and 
what size batteries you need. 
They will be either Size 13 
Orange, Size 312 Brown, or 
Size 675 Blue. Batteries will 
be posted free of charge.

Further updates and 
information about our 
Hearing Aid Maintenance 
Centres can be found 
on the website: www.
cambridgeshirehearinghelp.
org.uk

Hearing aid 
centres offer 
emergency help

Shop plastic-free at 
www.dancing-barefoot.com

Eco-friendly Toiletries & Cosmetics
plastic-free   vegan   cruelty-free

Gift sets & plastic-free starter kits
now in

Gamlingay-based online shop
Free collection for local customers

Leave nothing behind but our footprints
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Scarecrow festival success gives 
boost to hopes for 2021 show
THE GAMLINGAY Scarecrow Festival 
in September was such a success that 
organisers hope to do the event again 
next year.

Organised as part of the Gamlingay 
Show, the festival was the only event 
that went ahead after the show was 
cancelled due to increased Covid-19 
restrictions in the autumn.

Show committee member Dave 
Masterson said: “The Scarecrow 
Festival was the brainchild of Ginny 
Jones, and it proved very popular, 
allowing us to host an event that could 
be achieved with social distancing.

“There was fantastic support for 
it, with 40 entries across the village! 
Thank you to everyone that got 
involved with making a scarecrow 
and also to those supporting the 
committee with leaflet drops. 

“And thanks too to the committee 
members for judging all 40 entries.”
This year’s winners are pictured on this 
page.

Mr Masterson added that a lot 
of work had already gone into the 
preparation for the 2020 Gamlingay 
Show, before the committe decided to 

cancel the annual event.“Our decision 
to cancel ultimately proved timely as 
the Government introduced the Rule 
of Six shortly before the planned show 
date,” he said.

However, the committee have not 
been deterred and are already thinking 
about what kind of show they can 
organise for next year.

Added Mr Masterson: “We hope our 
scarecrow competition will be bigger 
and better next year. Because we don't 
know what Covid-19 implications 
there will be, we are also looking at 
alternatives that don’t need so much 
management or control of social 
distancing restrictions. 

“We’re considering ideas such as a 
Village Treasure Trail, an Independent 
Fun Run (where people do not start 
from the same point at the same time) 
and maybe a Drive-In Movie!” 

However, as ever, the event needs 
volunteers and supporters to help 
make these ideas become reality. If 
you're interested in helping or joining 
the show committe contact Dave on: 
07517 400442 or email:  
dave_masterson@tiscali.co.uk

(Below) Best In Show: Hedwig Scares 
the Crows by Esther Glencross.

(Above) Most Original: Mr Al Eachure 
Crows by Molly and Barnaby Roberts.

(Left) Best Named 
Scarecrow:  
#GirlsCan  
by Jane Brown. 

(Above) Scariest Scarecrow: The Fire Demon 
and his Cat by Joshua and Holly Bentley.

(Above) Funniest Scarecrow: Gamebird by 
Maggie Halliday.
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(Above) This collage reveals the imaginative ways in which residents joined in with the Scarecrow Festival this year. Organisers hope that 
next year’s event will be even bigger and better.
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Our Facebook page, Twitter feed and website have all the latest on 
What's  On.

Email is the best way to get hold of us for now as the managers are often 
working at home, or you can leave a message on our ansaphone.

We are Sarah and Kate (joint managers) supported by Jake and Tony.
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk

phone: 01767 651 226
email: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
Facebook/Twitter: Gamlingay Eco Hub

WELL, we are going to have a go!
So many events have been cancelled this year, 

that running the Christmas Fair may seem over 
hopeful, but we have a plan to try to go ahead.

Instead of running the event on just Sunday 
22 November as planned, we will hold it 
over two days, Saturday 21 and Sunday 
22 November in the afternoon only.

We will split the usual number of 40 
stallholders to exhibit over two days, with 
around 20 on each day, and will limit the 
number of visitors into the halls so that when 
capacity is reached, there may be some queuing 
to get in, until people leave.

Entry tickets will continue to be £1.00 each 
adult, but this ticket will be valid for both days, 
so visitors can attend on both days for no extra 
cost if they wish to visit all the stallholders. 
Adults with accompanying children will need to 
agree to keep them well supervised.

We will operate a one-way system with one 
entrance and several exits, ensure everyone 
is wearing a face mask and have plenty of 
hand sanitiser on offer. We can do limited 
refreshments, teas, coffees and cake with table 
service.

We are not sure if there will be childrens’ 
activities or Santa in his Grotto, but it depends 
on the climate nearer the time and what 
restrictions we will be under. We may also have 
to cancel the whole thing at the last minute if 
the situation warrants it.

Our Christmas Event is our major fund 
raising event of the year, with all profits going 
back into running the Hub, and of course this 
year we know it’s going to be a lower key event. 
However, we do hope that if it does go ahead, 
you will come along and support it if you feel 
able. Our very talented stallholders will be 
very keen to see you and we hope it will give 
you all something nice to do in the run up to a 
Christmas that may feel very different for us all!

We will be putting up posters nearer the 
time, and advertising on Facebook, so please 
look out for the latest on what is happening, 
via Facebook or our website.

With all best wishes
The Eco Hub Team

The Christmas Fair… 
can we do it?

 Hello from the Hub
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Careers with KMG Systems Ltd

> Sales Engineer
> Mechanical Engineer
> Design Engineer
> Project Engineer

> Fabricator Welder
> Laser Operator/Nester
> Press Programmer/Operator
> Fork lift driver

KMG Systems Limited is the global leader in the design and 
manufacture of equipment for the biggest names in the snacks 
industry.  We’ve been established on Station Road, Gamlingay for
more than 40 years and have over 150 employees. The business
grows every year and we are currently recruiting for many skilled
and unskilled roles including:  

We see apprenticeships as an investment in our future and we are
actively recruiting for apprentices to start in June/July 2020.  

Apply by email to recruitment@kmgsystems.com

We have other vacancies.  Use the Solution Gamlingay app

or visit www.kmgsystems.com to see the most current
vacancies and more information.
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Message for November
“Memories play a very confusing role. They make us laugh when we remember
the times we cried but make us cry when we remember the times we laughed!”

Anonymous

All our regular events have been 
cancelled due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. For updates on 
lockdown procedures, see our 
website. Due to the restrictions 
on social gathering we are doing 
church online. 

Sunday Services
(including children’s resources) 
every Sunday at 10:45am on 
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-talks

GBC Youth group
every Sunday at 10:45am on  
www.gbchurch.org.uk/youth

Small groups 
are meeting every week virtually. 
Email: office@gbchurch.org.uk for 
more information.

Following us on social media to 
keep updated with all our events:
Facebook.com/Gamlingay-
BaptistChurch 
Instagram: @gb_church 
Twitter: @gb_church

For more details please contact Jane, 
our administrator, on 651 519 or 
email office@gbchurch.org.uk

THERE are so many aspects of 
life that we love to look back on 
and remember. For me, I love to 
remember certain days: the day I met 
my wife, the day she became my wife, 
the day my children were born, the 
day I decided I wanted to follow Jesus. 
These are awesome memories that 
bring joy and laughter into my life.

There are also days that I look back 
on that are more difficult: days of 
death taking family members and 
friends, moments of pain and anguish, 
moments of shouting matches and 
tears. These are just some of the 
memories that I sometimes wish I 
didn’t have!

However, whether they are good 
memories or bad ones, it is important 
to be able to look back and remember. 
Each memory will bring with it, an 
emotion, yes, but also a lesson. I can 
look back at those memories of pain, 
and be reminded of how I learned 
patience, and caring and how to love 
more deeply and unconditionally.

As we live through this global 
pandemic there is so much pain and 
uncertainty but there is also so much 
to learn. We’ve seen communities 
step up and care for one another 
more. Let’s always remember that. 
We’ve seen how much we long for 
social interaction, and how important 
it is for our well-being. Let’s always 
remember that. And we’ve seen that 
we can live in a greener and healthier 
planet. Let’s always remember that.

November brings with it a very 
special time of remembrance as we 
come together (hopefully in some 
form) to remember those who’ve 
given their lives, that we might have 
more freedoms. We remember those 
who stepped into a battlefield, and not 
only lived a life of service, but died a 

death for us. For you, and for me. It’s 
a special time to remember, that we 
will never forget, and to reflect on not 
taking our freedoms for granted.

Remembering is a principle we 
see featured a lot in scripture. The 
Israelites are instructed repeatedly 
to remember God and all He has 
done for them on a regular basis. We 
too, as followers of Jesus, are told to 
remember Jesus:

“This is my body, which is for you; do this 
in remembrance of me.”  In the same way, 

after supper he took the cup, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood; do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and 

drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

(1 Corinthians 11:24-25)
We see here how Jesus teaches 

us to celebrate what we know as 
communion, as an act of remembrance 
of Him. Remembering the holy life 
he lived, of service, and remembering 
the death he died, for all who believe 
and trust in Him, to be united to Him 
forever. It’s important to remember.

So this month, as we take time to 
remember the fallen, can I encourage 
you to also remember the things in 
your life (good and bad) that you can 
learn from. And can I encourage you 
to remember everything that Jesus did 
for you as well. And if you ever want 
to talk about it, or question it, or  
pray about it, I would love to hear 
from you. 

Many blessings,
Rev Adrian Semerene

Lead Pastor: 
Gamlingay Baptist Church
Twitter: @asemerene 
Insta: @asemerene
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Advertise your business in 
the Gazette. Email:

adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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than get joy from the activities, even 
when we do them. 

Not only is this process not good for 
us in itself, it can also prevent us being 
effective at the things we actually CAN 
do. And we don’t help one another 
in this when we judge one another 
unkindly and condemn in ways that 
God does not. ‘Trying to be good’ can 
bring the problem of judging others 
as we judge ourselves, finding both 
wanting. St Paul writes of just this 
problem in his letter to the Romans:

“the good I want to do, I don’t, and the 
bad I don’t want to, I do”

 
So, it’s not new. Fortunately God’s 

judgements are not the same as 
human ones, though they can indeed 
seem tough. The Almighty knows our 
limitations exactly, as well as knowing 
what we are capable of, which is far 
more than we usually believe we 
achieve. And this, in turn, limits what 
we do.

Yes we do often need to push 
ourselves past our immediate 
inclinations, but it is particularly 
important to look at the true reason 
for our inclinations (and not the 
excuses we might make to defend 
them). Which is where faith and Godly 
companions come in. Faith says that we 
are known intimately and fully by God. 
Our shortcomings (in our own eyes as 
well as in the eyes of others) are made 
up for by God’s own self - that is what 
Jesus has come to show us. So we will 
find God in one another, if we look 
hard enough. Find the companions 
who love you and will kindly help 
you know your true self rather than 
tell you comforting lies. This could be 
your church leaders, but there may 
be others better suited to you. Most 
importantly, focus on prayer! 

I am constantly fascinated that 
modern psychology tells us much 

Dear Friends 

AS I write, the Parish Church buildings 
in Gamlingay and Everton have been 
in use for three weeks of Sunday 
worship in our Benefice, Harvest 
and memorials are yet to come. All 
services at the moment are a stop-gap 
arrangement, with worship shared 
between the two parish churches of 
the Benefice under safety restrictions. 
These arrangements are under review 
as pandemic regulations changes.

These circumstances mean 
everything is a great deal harder work 
than it used to be and there was already 
enough to do as things were, so we 
are inevitably finding this challenging. 
Everyone is facing the same situation, 
and the feelings it generates, I suspect 
are why kindness and generosity is 
wearing thin for some. Meanwhile, 
many others are simply running short 
of energy to sustain what others, or 
they, expect of themselves, I definitely 
recognise the second problem!

That being so, what is the Christian 
response? Well it has always been to 
keep the focus on God, putting the 
Almighty at the centre, whatever life 
sends. Most of us, when we are honest, 
find it hard to stay truly God-focussed 
at both the best, and the worst of 
times. We like to feel in charge and 
responsible, and struggle when we're 
not in charge. 

But, one of the lies we are 
susceptible to is that to be true 
Christians we must deny our feelings 
and only do things we don’t want 
to do. This is a perversion of the 
truth, leading to ‘hardening of the 
oughteries’. This is when ‘you should’ 
and ‘you ought’ become unhelpful 
drivers of our actions, and we never 
find ways to make friends with them.

When we can’t, or don’t want to do 
things we think we should/ought, we 
may well then worry or resent rather 

Letter for November
that Religion (at its best) has known 
and taught for centuries. The Bible 
describes humanity as made in the 
image of God (not the other way 
round!). Within us lie amazing 
resources of love, generosity and 
creativity, as well as much else. True 
repentance and true forgiveness are 
fundamental to tapping into this, 
because our nature is not fixed, we 
have choices. 

So it really pays to give close 
attention to Jesus’ teaching and life. 
Some of it seems very tough and full of 
‘oughts’, but when we put everything 
together, we see that tough standards 
of goodness are not impossible burdens 
or sticks to beat others with. Those are 
distortions, inaccurate reflections of 
the Jesus Way. No, God’s intention for 
all creation is the harmony and peace 
of the true Kingdom built on mutual 
love and generosity. 

God’s rules are ways in which we 
will be well and happy in a spiritual 
sense if not always physically, not by 
straining to a perfection we can’t ever 
achieve, but by aspiring confidently 
towards a perfection we will one day 
attain in eternity - if we accept what 
God has for us both now and at our 
departing. 

Yes there are things that we ‘ought’ 
to do and be, but when we find 
ourselves ‘driven’, we need to stop 
and look at what’s going on. We need 
to make friends with those drivers, 
learn their roots, so that we can want 
to do, rather than resent doing good 
for others, which will ultimately mean 
doing good to ourselves. 

The grace of God’s Holy Spirit, 
freely given to those who ask, is the 
power to make all this work. 

Blessings and love to all,

Hilary
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Zoom services
WE ARE broadcasting both Sunday services 
from our churches via Zoom online. These are at 
9.30am from Gamlingay and 4pm from Everton. 

This is not very effective from Gamlingay 
Church at the moment, because of poor signal. 
However, we are still working on remedying 
this with a direct line in, perhaps in place by the 
time you read this: we can hope!

At least using a mobile phone for internet 
connection has worked pretty well from 
Everton. So, if you want to be part of a service, 
please get in touch for the Zoom link that we 
are emailing out weekly. 

With that comes the written formats of the 
services as attachments. Some people are 
following along at home, some even without the 
zoom link, may they be blessed in that. 

Newsletter
WE ARE continuing with our Benefice 
newsletter, to provide specific up-to-date 
information from the churches from one week 
to the next, with any news people give us to 
share. This will be particularly important as we 
decide what we might be able to do for larger 
events, and the upcoming Remembrance  
Sunday and Christmas services being two 
important ones.

 The Newsletter is available direct by email 

(please contact me to be added to the list) and it 
is published on the church website each week.

 
Community celebrations
ST MARY’S Church in Gamlingay has a capacity 
between 70 and 100, depending on how 
people are able to be grouped under current 
restrictions. This is not enough for our larger 
gatherings, like Remembrance or Christingle. 
We are pretty sure these can’t take place in the 
ways we are used to this year. It all feels very 
strange, but we will find alternatives. Adrian 
and I are working on how our churches can, 
between us, provide worship opportunity 
for as many people as possible under present 
restrictions and within the limitations of 
technology and funding. Watch the websites and 
social media as well as this space next month.

It is still possible to have weddings, baptisms 
and funerals in church, though Covid-19 
regulations apply. Get in touch if you are 
looking to see what it might look like.

Social responsibility 
WE CONTINUE to work with and support the  
St Neots Food Bank and the Need Project, as 
well as maintaining contact with those who 
want to be connected with St Mary’s Church. 
To contact anyone from St Mary’s or for service 
invitations email StMarysprayer@gmail.com
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Pit your wits against the lockdown quiz

26 What did the Romans call 
Scotland? 
27  What does “IPA” stand for 
when seen on a pump at the pub?
28 A group of giraffes is known 
as what?
29 What was the name of the 
tower block where Del Boy and 
Rodney lived in the TV series 
Only Fools and Horses?
30 If you visit Leeds Castle, 
which English county would you 
be in?
31 What was Monopoly originally 
known as? 
32 Give the Latin name for 
the fungus which is sometimes 
beneficial in viticulture.
33 What specific part of an 
animal does suet come from?
34 Name the Japanese artist 
famous for the picture ‘The 

great of Kanagawa’ sometimes 
shortened to ‘The great Wave’ or 
just ‘The Wave’ 
35 Who wrote the novel ‘The 
Secret Garden’?
36 What, in the UK, officially 
defines a city?
37 Name the artist who’s album 
‘City to City’ was released in 
1978? Their nationality? 
38 What do Rome and Sheffield 
reputedly have in common? 
39 Lady Godiva’s naked ride is 
associated with which city? (why 
did she?) 
40 Which city is widely regarded 
as the windiest? (How average 
windy?) 
41 If 1 and 2 zeros is 100 and 1 
and 3 zeros is 1000 what is 1 and 
100 zeros (1 x 10 100) called?
42 Where would you find a 

Kupffer cell? 
43 What is the chemical symbol 
for Mercury?
44 What is the deepest lake in 
the world?
45 How many wings do 
mosquitos have? 
46 Fort Knox is located in which 
American city?
47 How many lines are there on 
the London Underground?
48 What is the common name of 
deuterium oxide?
49 There are two islands in Kent. 
One is the Isle of Sheppy, what is 
the other one?
50 What is the name of the large 
Grade 1 Victorian red brick 
building beside the A30 in Egham 
Surrey?

Answers on p21

It started up on Facebook as the village went into quarantine. If you’re missing the weekly Gamlingay 
Lockdown Quiz, here’s a few new brain teasers for you. Questions by contributors Jan Cooper, Keith 
Warburton, John and Gill Kitchener, Martin and Hilary Young, and Julia and David Alexander.

G & H Seamer 
Funeral Directors - Est. 1903 

 
Family owned and independent 

Funeral Directors providing 
sensitive, dignified care for 

your loved ones.  We provide 
a 24 hour service, home visits 

at the request of the family 
and private Chapel of Rest. 

 
Pre-paid Funeral Plan Available 

 
 Tel:  01767 680519 
 
  www.ghseamer.co.uk 
  office@ghseamer.co.uk 
  47 High St, Sandy, Beds SG19 1AG 
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Meetings go online
HOW can it be autumn already? 
Where did summer go? Lost in 
lockdown probably. And as we 
head into the darker evenings, one 
unexpected benefit that has emerged 
from becoming an online group is no 
more having to go to meetings in bad 
weather. And the second that meeting’s 
finished everyone’s already at home! So 
although the online change was forced 
on us by the pandemic, the chances of 
our reverting to physical meetings look 
remote.

And through our online meetings 
the camaraderie that has developed as 
we have adapted to the ‘new normal’ 
means we learn more about other 
people’s styles and goals. This has 
helped us provide feedback that’s 
genuinely insightful and encouraging.

Updates from members
ONE member has entered a Myslexia 
competition, and we wish her the 

PLAY equipment at the village’s playground is being upgraded to 
ensure its safety.

The Parish Council is planning to replace and repair parts on 
the bird's nest swing. A new set of metal steps leading to the Eco 
Hub car park have also been installed after the wooden sleepers 
had rotted.

However, the tyre swing has been removed as the wooden 
support beam was rotting. The Parish Council is looking for a 
suitable replacement item.

Among the options being considered is a rope swing (similar 
to the one pictured) which was on the wishlist of equipment 
compiled by pupils at Gamlingay First School, Gamlingay 
Village College and the Eco Hub Nursery when the park was 
redeveloped in 2015. 

Repairs to children's playground

Hatley Village Hall 
Available for hire every day

8.30am to midnight  

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall -  
can seat 85, with good acoustics

One user per session; new kitchen and 
boiler 

Ideal for meetings and parties 
Large car park

 £11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
 To book, please contact Kim Wilde on

 01767 650 596 www.hatley.info

News from Potton Writers
best of luck! Another member has 
attended a Guardian masterclass on 
getting an agent and then carried out a 
pitch. A third member who did some 
readings of his work earlier in the 
year is looking forward to doing some 
more but plans to do this post-Covid 
and post-lockdown, when he can do it 
in person. He felt a physical audience 
gives more atmosphere and immediate 
feedback. And, a fourth member is 
revisiting his novel which was written 
so long ago that large parts of it are a 
complete surprise to him!

Restrictions on creativity?
We questioned whether Covid-19 
restrictions have been good or bad for 
creativity. Opinion was divided, with 
one half of the group feeling that they 
now have a better work-life balance 
and therefore more time to devote 
to writing. Conversely, the other half 
said that because they are having less 
interaction with others, their sources 
of inspiration have dried up. 

Monthly theme
UNDERGROWTH was this month’s 
theme and we had over 30,000 words 

of top-quality work, covering a wide 
range of genres.

There was a story about village life, 
in which the heroine won out over the 
unpleasant owner of the manor house. 
There was also an autobiographical 
snippet from the early 1950s, which 
explained why a regular trip to the 
beach wasn’t a fun expedition at all. 
We also heard the next (and final) 
instalment of the A Day at the  
Races; and a further chapter of 
Nicholas which really cranked up  
the suspense.

The chair is revising the first volume 
of Greville. There was also some very 
detailed and insightful background to 
the White Rose/Red Rose Massacre 
and, finally, the adventures of Toby the 
apprentice knight continued.

Get in touch
IF ANYONE would like to join us, they 
would be very welcome. We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists. 
Contact Tracey Valentine 
tel: 07778 148030  
email pottonwriters@gmail.com.  
Or see our website:  
www.pottonwrite.weebly.com .
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All change at the crossroads
THE CROSSROAD in the centre of 
Gamlingay has changed a lot even in 
my lifetime, with the demolition of 
two of the largest farm houses in the 
village, Gross Farm and Whitehall 
Farm.

Both buildings stood for many years 
and Whitehall Farm was once a pub 
called The Fawcon.
Looking at the pictures we have a 
selection from the early 1900s until 
the time when the farmhouse were 
demolished.

(Above) Cross Farm in 1909 with a little picket fence at the front. Cross Farm was let 
privately as a house in later years and gradually fell into disrepair until it was demolished 
in 1974. Shops and flats now stand on the site.

(Left) Whitehall Farm in 1924. 
The farm was built around 1580 
and was one of a series of farms 
built on the site. They all had 
the same name, Whitehall Farm, 
although dwellings on the site in 
the middle ages were called Alba 
Aula. The farm was demolished in 
the late 1960s and houses were 
built on the land.

(Above) Looking down Church Street and this house still stands today. It was once a 
Doctor’s house. This photograph was taken in 1910 and shows the Market Squaure as 
well as the dirt roads.
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Above: Whitehall Farm during its demolition in the late 1960s. 

(Above:)The Crossroads c1910 looking up Waresley Road with Frank Waters, the policeman 
and on his left Maurice Smith, of Biggleswade, selling ice cream. 

(Right) Cross Farm being demolished 
in 1974. The farmhouse had stood 
empty for a while after being rented 
and had fallen into disrepair. After 
it was knocked down, the land was 
empty before building eventually 
started on the shops and flats that are 
there now.

For more information about these pictures or any others of Gamlingay, email Nick Bruce at: nb777@btinternet.com 
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Covid-19 app
CASES of Covid-19 are increasing 
in South Cambs and in nearby places 
such as Bedford and Peterborough. We 
know that people are finding it difficult 
to get tests and that tests are taking a 
long time to come back so we are very 
cautious about the figures we have as 
they are likely to be an underestimate. 
Admissions to hospitals across the 
county are increasing even though 
numbers are low but the sad fact is 
that some of those people who go into 
hospital will not recover.

Can we please encourage you to 
download the Government Covid-19 
app on to your phone. It can be used 
to login into to many venues using the 
QR codes displayed on front doors. 
No personal information is gathered. 
Although many older phone models 
cannot use it it is still an important 
tool. For more details see the link 
below:
https://covid19.nhs.uk/? 

Use of face masks
IT IS now the law that masks are worn 
in shops, cafes, bars and restaurants 
and can only be taken off when eating 
or drinking. Some people are exempt 
from wearing them on medical 
grounds. We are also now restricted to 

groups of six or less indoors, be it in 
public places or in our homes.

It is difficult to enforce mask wearing 
and the Rule of Six and as a council our 
job is primarily to engage, encourage 
and explain. Enforcement is a last 
resort and we are awaiting instruction 
from government on how they want 
us to do this for people and places 
that refuse to abide by the rules. Some 
premises have put up signs stating: “No 
Mask, No Entry”. It is difficult to argue 
with that. Less impressive has been 
people’s behaviour on trains where 
people like carers, the vulnerable and 
the elderly are put at risk by others 
who just don’t seem to care.

South Cambridgeshire is one of the 
safer places at the moment and keeping 
it that way is absolutely in our power. 
Yet, if we do not abide by the rules: 
Wear a Mask, Wash your Hands, Keep 
your Distance, then it will be a matter 
of a couple of weeks before we have 
the same restrictions as the north of 
England.

Testing capacity
THERE is a shortage of testing capacity 
and new guidance now applies. Please 
only book a coronavirus test if you have 
any of the key symptoms; and booking 
is essential as there are no walk-in 
options available nor at A&E. 

If you can’t get an appointment 
straight away, please try again. New 
appointments go live throughout the 
day. By calling 119, members of the 

public, who do not have online access, 
can book a coronavirus swab test and 
ask any questions relating to the test 
and how to get results.

Self-isolation payments
IF YOU are officially required to self 
isolate and experience a loss of income 
as a result, all the information you 
need to apply for a government grant is 
on the South Cambridgeshire District 
Council website. 

There are eligibility checks such as 
what benefits you are in receipt of, but 
once you have made your application 
the process should be quick and you 
should receive a payment within 
three days. More than one person per 
household may apply and you can  
apply again if you are required to self 
isolate again. 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/
coronavirus/self-isolation-payment/

South Cambridgeshire Hall
HAVING just re-opened South Cambs 
Hall it has now been closed again as 
part of efforts to minimise the spread 
of Coronavirus. We feel this is the 
responsible thing to do following the 
latest government announcements. 

Residents and businesses have been 
able to carry out the vast majority of 
transactions without visiting and for 
the small number of tasks that have 
required people go in person, we 
have made arrangements to continue 
delivering them in a safe way. Please 
check the website for further details.

Support for businesses
WE CONTINUE to regularly update 
the information on our website for 
businesses so please sign up for the 
newsletter which contains all the latest 
information. 

There is now a team of four officers 
focused entirely on business support 
and recovery. If you are struggling, 
as many businesses are, please make 
contact with them as their job is to 
help you. 
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Before Covid-19, it would often be 
a pleasure to visit businesses in South 
Cambs to learn about what they were 
doing and what their plans for the 
future were. 

Obviously this has had to stop 
but it was lovely to be invited to 
Cambridgeshire Lakes in Gamlingay 
recently. As they are an outdoor 
business it was safe to visit and a real 
pleasure to learn more about this new 
company which is doing an excellent 
job of adapting to Covid-19 while also 
making a really positive contribution to 
our village economy.

The local economy
THE ECONOMY is taking a huge hit 
throughout the country and that is the 
case in our area too. 

We started off in a good position in 
South Cambs, with low unemployment 
and lots of jobs of all types. However, 
25 per cent (19,900) of employees 
in the district have been furloughed, 
though some are now returning to 
work. Unfortunately others are losing 
their jobs and 3.5 per cent (3,370) of 
our region’s workforce is currently 
claiming Universal Credit, which is an 
increase this year of 2.6 per cent.

While it could be much worse, we 
are aware that some of the jobs that 
have been lost, especially in retail, 
hospitality and leisure, are unlikely to 
come back quickly.

Public Health virus updates
FREQUENT detailed updates on 
Covid-19 cases in the region are 
released by the Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Public Health 
Intelligence team. 

Recent updates reveal a concerning 
rise in cases among young adults in 
the 18-30 age group in Cambridge 
and South Cambridgeshire. Although, 
hospital admissions and deaths have 
been low, there is concern about 
transmission to the wider population.

Find the reports at: https://
cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/
coronavirus_cambridgeshire/
cambridgeshire-and-peterborough-
public-health-covid-19-reports/

Greensand cycleway
SOME time ago we reported the 
Greensand Country project was 
planning to extend the Greensand 
Cycleway from its current terminus 
in Sandy via Potton to a gateway 
feature at the Eco Hub in Gamlingay. 
Additionally a more direct Potton to 
Gamlingay route may become available 
in the future. 

The route will be confirmed once 
permission is obtained from county 
council officers.

‘Call for Sites’ for Local Plan
“CALL for Sites” is the first stage 
in the statutory process of creating 
a new Local Plan, which is the 
responsibility of South Cambridgeshire 
District Council. The process must 
be transparent and needs to identify 
as many potential opportunities as 
possible. 

Around 600 sites of varying sizes 
have been submitted by landowners 
across South Cambridgeshire in 
response to the Call for Sites. These 
have not yet been assessed or filtered 
in any way, and therefore have no 
planning status. It is a list of potential 

sites that may be used in the process of 
drawing up the plan, after the council 
has decided on what spatial strategy to 
use.

After feedback from the public there 
will now be a process of working out 
which of the spatial strategies will 
be selected for providing jobs and 
homes that are affordable for people 
in the district, whilst meeting our 
zero carbon and sustainable living 
objectives. Just as in the previous 
plan, where only a small number of 
submitted sites were selected (less 
than 10 per cent) the district council 
envisages that only a very small 
number of sites on this list will be used 
in the plan. 

There will be further public 
consultations later in the process. 
For more details see: https://www.
greatercambridgeplanning.org/
emerging-plans-and-guidance/
greater-cambridge-local-plan/first-
conversation-consultation-and-call-for-
sites/

East West new rail route
YOU may be aware of the rail route 
proposed and campaigned for by 
CamBedRailRoad. This is along the 
A428, and now seems to be the 
preferred route for the East West Rail 
from Bedford to Cambourne. 

However, there are differences of 
opinion regarding the best entry point 
into Cambridge and a new pressure 
group, Cambridge Approaches, has 
some ideas on the issue. 

Although the route is not going 
to directly affect Gamingay and the 
Hatleys as much as it could have done, 
anyone travelling into Cambridge will 
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Your councillors are here to 
help you. 

Please contact us with  
comments, questions,  

problems or complaints. 

Local plan update
THE CALL for sites has now been 
published. There are 31 sites that have 
been submitted in The Mordens ward 
and over 650 sites through the district. 
The sites, unlike in previous plans, have 
been published without any analysis 
or commentary about their likely 
inclusion in the next local plan. 

This is a mistake in my view as 
many residents are understandably 
concerned and, in most cases, the 
anxiety created could have been 
avoidable as the sites are extremely 
unlikely to be included given that 
there has been enough land submitted 
for about 220,000 houses. However, 
it is advised that there will be a 
requirement of between 5,000 and 
30,000. 

With the consultation not due to 
start until Summer/Autumn 2021, 
residents will have a long wait before 
they are able to comment. Given the 
upset that this is causing, I will be 
pushing for the administration to bring 
forward the consultation to allow 
residents at least an outlet in which to 
formally raise their concerns.

Parish precepts
IT HAS been confirmed by the South 
Cambs administration that in April, 
when the parish councils were told that 
the district would need to delay some 
of the payments to the parishes, the 
district council had no legal powers to 
do so. 

Legislation states that 50 per cent of 
a parish’s precept must be paid to the 
parish within one month of the start of 
the financial year. 

Opposition district councillors were 
informed after the parish councils had 
been contacted. I can confirm that 
myself and other councillors raised the 
legality of this but we never felt we 

had a satisfactory answer. This led to 
the Lead Cabinet Member for Finance 
making a statement at September’s full 
council meeting on the matter. This can 
be viewed on the councils website. 

While I appreciate we are all living 
through difficult times, if we as non-
executive members of the council 
could see that what was happening was 
unlawful then there is, in my view, no 
reasonable excuse for cabinet members 
to not have been aware. Below is a 
link to The Local Authorities (Funds) 
(England) Regulations 1992 Act for 
more information about the payment 
requirements and interest on late 
payment of funds.
www.legislation.gov.uk/
uksi/1992/2428/contents/made

Parking enforcement 
I have seconded a motion for the 
district council to look into taking over 
parking enforcement.

South Cambs is one of only 13 
authorities in England that does not 
have Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE). 
With the level of serious crimes that 
our police are dealing with, it  
is easy to understand why they do  
not make much of an impact on 
parking problems. 

I believe that if the district council 
was able to enforce parking we would 
have a real chance of tackling parking 
problems, and improve the lives of 
those it effects. I was really pleased 
to find that this idea had cross party 
support and I hope together we can 
really achieve something that reduces 
the parking misery that many of our 
residents face. 

Government is also consulting on 
extending CPE powers to include 
parking that obstructs the pavement,  
a link to respond to the consultation  
is below.
www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/managing-pavement-
parking/pavement-parking-options-
for-change
Cllr Heather Williams
SCDC The Mordens Ward
Tel: 07885 774 775
Email: cllr.williamsh@scambs.gov.uk
Twitter: @Cllr_H_Williams
Facebook Page: Cllr Heather Williams

be affected as it seems that whichever 
route is eventually chosen will be to 
the south of the city and not to the 
north. You can follow the work of 
Cambridge Approaches, and sign up 
for news and updates via their website: 
https://cambridgeapproaches.org/

Funding road repairs
Revenue from Vehicle Tax goes straight 
to the Treasury, not local councils, so 
it’s worth noting that it is not directly 
available for repairing roads. 

A seismic shift in government 
funding down to local authorities 
for road maintenance is needed but 
isn’t on the horizon, and we are stuck 
between a rock and a hard place.

Nevertheless, relentless reporting 
is continuing, for which thanks to 
everyone who is taking the trouble to 
do so. 

Here’s a reminder of the reporting 
link for highways faults:
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
residents/travel-roads-and-parking/
roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-
faults

Tackling poor broadband
A VOUCHER scheme to help rural 

residents and businesses with a slow 
broadband speed has been launched 
by Cambridgeshire County Council 
Connecting Cambridgeshire team. 

The scheme will offer rural gigabit 
vouchers – a top-up voucher for those 
on the slowest speeds. 

If you experience slow broadband 
speeds and live at the edge of the 
village find out more at  
www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk

Groups of rural premises with 
broadband speeds of less than 100Mbps 
can apply to the national Gigabit 
Broadband Voucher Scheme and pool 
vouchers worth up to £1,500 for 
homes and up to £3,500 for small to 
medium enterprises (SMEs) towards 
the cost of installing a new full fibre 
connection.

In addition, eligible rural properties 
getting less than 30Mbps will 
automatically receive a ‘top-up’ to 
the voucher, giving an extra £1,500 
per household or business towards 
the installation cost of gigabit-capable 
broadband.

This means premises in group 
projects with the slowest speeds will 
get vouchers worth up to £3,000 per 
residential premise and up to £5,000 
per business.
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Gary Hare

Property Improvements

All aspects of carpentry,
internal/external doors

Real wood/laminate floors
Bathrooms

Kitchens designed, supplied, fitted
Ceramic wall and floor tiling

External and internal painting,
decorating and wallpapering

Complete property refurbishment

Telephone: 01767 651 821
Mobile: 0777 397 3420

City and Guilds
25 years experience

To advertise your business in The Gazette email:adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

Wendy Hall WMSCh,
MPSPract,DipCTec

Chiropodist/Podiatrist

Moor Farm Cottage, Potton Road, 
Abbotsley, St Neots, Cambridgeshire,

PE19 6TY

Telephone 01767 677 554
Mobile 07926 355 884

For all kinds of foot problems e.g. 
corns, callus, bunions, nail trims

all in the comfort of your own home 
or at my surgery.

 

 

Wendy Hall WMSCh, 

MPSPract,DipCTec 
 

 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
 

 

Moor Farm Cottage, Potton Road, Abbotsley, 

St Neots, Cambridgeshire, 

PE196TY 

 

Telephone 01767 677554 

Mobile07926 355884 

 

 

For all kinds of foot problems e.g. corns, callus, 

bunions nail trims all in the comfort of your own 

home or at my surgery. 
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www.greensleeves-uk.com  •  Email: hunts@greensleeves-uk.com

 Greens up and thickens the lawn

 Removes weeds & minimises moss

 Completely safe for children & pets

 Locally owned & operated business

 Regular personalised treatments

 No contract - Direct Debit available
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Residential and Commercial Electrical Installations since 2009 

Office: 0800 019 7992 

Email: info@dsselectrical.co.uk 

Web: www.dsselectrical.co.uk 

Be sure to check out our reviews on Google - Search DSS Electrical 
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This is good comfort food that is 
quick and easy to make.
Serves 2. I use a dish 170mm x 
120mm x 45mm.

Ingredients
2 Portobello mushrooms 
or 4 medium sized button 
mushrooms
50g plain flour
1 egg
30ml ice-cold water
50ml milk
Oil

Method
Heat the oven to 180 degrees fan, 
350F, Gas 4

Vegetarian recipe by Roderick Starksfield
Mushroom Toad in the Hole 

To make the batter
Put the flour in a bowl, add the egg. 
Mix to break up the egg then add the 
water and milk. Beat well to remove 
any lumps. 

Leave to rest for 30 mins.
Cut the mushrooms to fit the dish 

and pack them in, gill side up. They 
should be a tight fit, when cooked 
they reduce in size to about half 
the original. Add a generous splash 
of oil, enough to nearly cover the 
mushrooms, add a pinch of salt.

Cook in the oven for 15mins, they 
will have reduced in size and be staring 
to turn golden in parts.
Increase the oven temperature to 200 
degrees fan, 400F, Gas 5.
Remove the mushrooms from the 

oven, and pour over the batter. Put 
back in the oven for 15mins.

To serve
Serving suggestions: Hot Horseradish 
sauce is excellent as it tackles the 
richness of the dish a treat. Extra 
vegetables as a side dish can bulk it up 
for more servings. I like this dish with 
a good Stout.

Due to the Covid-19 
restrictions, Gamlingay WI 
are still not able to hold any 
meetings. However new 
members are still welcome 
to get in touch (see p23). 
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Komino rules
Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box 
contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.  
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side. 

October's solution

I hope that you have enjoyed the challenge 
of solving these Komino puzzles.

These are similar to the ones that I have 
published in my first book of 200 Komino 
Puzzles which is currently available 
with 25% off the retail price from my 
publishers (Troubador) for £7.50 at  
www.kominopuzzle.com

Quiz answers from p12
26. Caledonia 
27. India Pale Ale
28.A Tower
29. Nelson Mandela House
30. Kent
31.The Landlord Game.
32. Bortytis Cinerea (1/2 for Botrytis)
33. The Kidneys
34.Katsushika Hokusai
35. Frances Hodgson Burnett
36. Status granted by the monarch by letters 
of patent
37.Gerry Rafferty, Scottish
38.Built on 7 hills
39.Coventry (to get her husband to reduce 
taxation on tenants)
40.Wellington in NZ (16mph)

41.A Googol
42.Liver
43.Hg
44.Lake Baikal in Russia. (5367m)
45.Two
46.Kentucky
47.11 (Bakerloo, Central, Circle, District, 

Hammersmith & City, Jubilee, Metropolitan, 
Northern, Piccadilly, Victoria and  
Waterloo & City)
48.Heavy Water
49. Isle of Thanet
50.Royal Holloway College

A BID to bring more spring wildflowers to Millbridge Brook 
Meadows is being planned right now. A group of wildlife lovers 
hope to plant lots of primroses on the banks of the brook. And 
they hope these flowers will not only bring a welcome burst 
of colour after winter but will also benefit many insects, birds, 
bats and other species too.

If you would like to get involved in the planting scheme, 
contact the parish council clerk via email at: 
clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
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Churches
Baptist Church, office Jane

Sally Graves
651 519
650 112

St. Mary The Virgin Rector: Hilary Young
Church Warden: Alec Hissett
Reader: Chris Miller

650 587
650 052
650 779

Halls for Hire
Ecohub Sarah Groom

Kate Laughame
651 226

Everton Village Hall 682 251

Hatley St. George Village Hall Kim Wilde
www.hatley.info

650 596

Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310

St. Mary' Church Lindy Gorton 650 581

Social Club Martin Hull 650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736

Booklinks Kate Laugharne

Cafe Connect
Fridays 10.30am-12.30pm

Ann Kirby 651 134

Community Choir Jan Cooper 650 178

East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Friends of St Mary’s Helen Miller 677 390

Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners 
Association (GAGA)

Secretary: Mick Slimm
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Membership: JohnWay
johnway803@gmail.com

650650

650 114

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
julialmanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Players Amy Lovat
lovatl@hotmail.com

07843 527 979

Gamlingay Walkers Miriam and Phil Titchner 654 891

Gardening Club Lindy Gorton 650 581

Guild of St. Mary's Liz Huckle 650 988

History Society Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480 385 351

Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707

Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748

Photographic Society Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

Potton and District Writers pottonwriters@gmail.com

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough

651 982
651 070

Sandy and District Round Table Lee Packham Brown

Emergency Services
Police, Ambulance 
and Fire

999

Non-Emergency Fire 01223 376 217

Non-Emergency Police 
and Community Police

101

PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Healthcare and Council
Medical centre

Appointments
Emergences

651 544
651 546

District nurses 08456 024 064

Age Concern 01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Community car scheme
Alison Baker

07519 493 701

Parish Council 650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Colin Smith
Vice-Chairman: Tony Goss

Faulty Street Lights 0800 7838 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish Council
Clerk: Kim Wilde

650 596

parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Margot Eagle

Politics
Member of Parliament

Anthony Browne
0207 219 3000

anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
Bridget Smith

650 510
03450 450 500

Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Hatley District Councillor
Heather Williams

07885 774 775

cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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Sir John Jacob's Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton

651 070
651 982
650 581

St. Neots Model Railway Club John Kneeshaw 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show Amy Lovat 07843 527 979

Womens' Institute Anne Clarke
Jean York

651 932
650 367

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Jelly Tots Emma Radley
Natalie

07156 027 150
691 477

Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 
07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool Lisa Burton 651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary 650 208

Sports
Bowls Club Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035

Football Club Chair: Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Gamlingay Gym 651 785

Girls Football – MUGA Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk

651 785

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165

Waresley Cricket Club Phil Masdin  221 027

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Brown 449 043

2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547

Beavers Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Explorers Vacancy

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532

Gamlingay Scouts Will Colebrook 07527 717 463

Gransden Cubs Susan Jefferd 261 000

Pathfinder Scouts Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212 

Youth Cafe Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Youth Club Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 

Adult Health and 
Social Service General 
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202

Children’s Services 0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled 
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health 0345 045 5205

Learning Disability 
Partnership/Sensory 
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services

Citizenship 0345 045 5155

Education Transport 0345 045 5208

Education Welfare 
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information 
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries 0345 045 5200

Human Resources 
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services 
(includes automatic 
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Online Payments 
Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene
(Highways, Transport 
and Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard 0345 045 5222

Trading Standards 0845 4040506

Waste Management 0345 045 5207

The Gazette
For email contributions please go 
to our website and upload your 

copy, or email:
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk

To advertise your business in the 
village magazine, please email for 

details:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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Kirstie Timmins Your Local Personal Travel Agent
Let me plan your next holiday, saving you stress and time, I will personally tailor your travel 

experience, providing impartial advice, to help you make up your informed decision
One to one excellent service from start to finish, with free local meetings available.
100% Financial Protection / 24/7 Support / 100% personal customer satisfaction

T. 01767 360014 / 654890     M.07815 814798
E .kirstie.timmins@travelcounsellors.com

W.http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/kirstie.timmins
FB@kirstietimmins

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
BOILER INSTALLER
Call us today 
07494 389 041

Contact: David Dennis at Heat Street, 5a King Street, Potton, 
Bedfordshire SG19 2QT

www.heatstreet.co.uk | info@heatstreet.co.uk

• Natural Gas & LPG  
 Boiler Installations 

• Boiler Replacements

• Annual Boiler Servicing 

• Landlord Certificates

• System Powerflushing

• Hot Water Cylinder 
Installation

• And More....

Right up 
     your street !
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