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Airport proposals place village 
directly under the flight path

GAMLINGAY could be under 
the direct flight path of up to 
300 planes a day if proposals by 
Luton Airport are approved.

Those who oppose the plans fear 
they will result in high levels of noise 
and air pollution above the village’s 
skies.

The Hertfordshire airport has 
announced it wants to change the 
present system used by aeroplanes as 
they wait to land.

Like all airports, Luton uses a 
system whereby planes are held in a 
holding stack in the sky until air traffic 
controllers give them the all-clear to 
descend and land.

Currently, London Luton Airport 
(LLA) and Stansted Airport share 
a holding stack above Royston, in 
Hertfordshire. 

However, LLA believes it will 
need its own separate stack to avoid 

Primary School extension 
plans spark fears for 
future of village gym     P3

congestion in the future. Therefore, 
working with the National Air Traffic 
Body NATS, it has drawn up proposals 
for a new holding stack which would 
take planes above Cambridgeshire and 
Bedfordshire before their descent into 
the airport.

Lee Boulton, at NATS, said: “The 
number of flights into London Luton 
Airport has increased significantly in 
recent years and our controllers have 
had to delay aircraft and manually 
manage each flight to ensure safety. 
This proposal is all about ensuring 
safety.”

 However, Gamlingay resident and 
retired pilot in the Marines, Chris 
Barker, believes the proposed plans are 
flawed.

He said: “The problem is that when 
they come out of the holding stack all 
of the planes fly over Gamlingay and 
Potton. There's no deviation.

“We will get a huge number of planes 
going over Gamlingay and Potton, 
maybe up to 20 an hour during busy 
periods.” 

LLA and NATs have launched a 
public consultation on the plans and 
their documents show planes flying 
over the village at around 7,000ft.

“At that height it will definitely affect 
us as we will hear aircraft noise almost 
continuously,” Mr Barker added.

Continued on p4 

Graphic showing how all descending planes moving out of Luton Airport’s 
proposed new holding stack pass over Gamlingay.
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independent publication that 
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and around Gamlingay of events 

of interest and is funded solely by 
advertising. 
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people, both articles and pictures. 
Please note that the editor reserves 
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length and accuracy purposes. For 
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an image, please state who took 
or owns it so that we can credit 

their copyright. Every care is taken 
to ensure accuracy of items. Views 

expressed do not necessarily represent 
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We wish all our 
readers, contributors & 

advertisers  
a very 

Happy Christmas

With best wishes for 
the year ahead from 

everyone on the team at 
The Gazette

Due to data protection laws,  
The Gazette is very cautious about 
reproducing pictures of children. 

Every effort is made not to  
single out individuals, and parental 

permission is sought before  
using material that highlights 

individual children.
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GAMLINGAY Village Primary School 
is planning to expand and admit a new 
class of three-year-olds.

The Station Road school will take 
up to 24 infants from September if 
their proposals are given the go-ahead 
by the local education authority at 
Cambridgeshire County Council.

Comberton Academy Trust (CAT), 
who run the school, launched a 
consultation on the plans, which 
began on November 9 and will end on 
December 9. 

In their consultation document, the 
Trust states: “ There are considerable 
potential educational benefits in 
the school being able to work 
with children one year earlier than 
currently.”

However, the proposals are unusual 
as the normal school starting age 
in England is four. The consultation 
document does not specify whether the 
school will be offering a pre-school or 
if the new facilities will be integrated 
into the existing mainstream school.

CAT also argues that there is 
“demand for educational places for 
three-year olds” within the local 
community. And they insist it will not 
have an adverse effect on existing pre-
school providers in the village.

The Manager at Gamlingay’s 
Montessouri Nursery, Patricia Jenkins, 
first found out about the proposals 
when she was sent the consultation 
documents on the day it started. 
However, she agrees that there is 

Village primary school plans to 
extend entry to three-year-olds
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demand in the village for more 
provision for three-year-olds.

She said: “We’re not against it as 
we’re completely full, so the village 
does need something else.”

But she was concerned that, with 
the village expanding, 24 places 
would only be the start of the school’s 
expansion.

“With all the new houses in the 
village, there will be more children 
that will need more space,” she added.

According to CAT’s consultation 
document, the school will use an 
existing “appropriate facility” to house 
the new class. The proposals, however, 
do not specifically state which part of 
the school building has been earmarked 
for this future purpose.

And this has set alarm bells ringing 
among some residents, who fear that 
the gym, which is currently on the 
school site, may face closure.

A regular gym user, who wishes to 
remain anonymous, said: “I’m worried 
that these plans could mean the end 

for the gym. It was closed during 
lockdown and never opened up again. 
It’s a great facility that is used by young 
and old and as the village grows I think 
this kind of fantastic local amenity 
should be maintained for residents.” 

Parish Councillor Keith Warburton 
said: “ The gym and the MUGA, have 
been a tremendous asset for the village. 
The current pandemic has highlighted 
the benefits of exercise for both 
physical and mental well-being.

“It has also been used as part of the 
GP Referral Scheme, helping many 
people in their rehabilitation and 
recovery from illness.

“It would be quite devastating to 
users were the gym to close.”

The consultation proposals can be 
found on the school’s website.

Stephen Munday, chief executive of 
CAT was unavailable for comment.

Gamlingay’s County Councillor, 
Sebastian Kindersely, did not wish to 
comment until after the consultation 
period had closed.
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Hatley Village Hall 
Available for hire every day

8.30am to midnight  

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall -  
can seat 85, with good acoustics

One user per session; new kitchen and 
boiler 

Ideal for meetings and parties 
Large car park

 £11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
 To book, please contact Kim Wilde on

 01767 650 596 www.hatley.info

continued from p1
Mr Barker added: “There should be 

more variation of the routes so that 
not all the planes fly over us. They 
should go back to the drawing board as 
they haven’t consulted anyone on the 
ground in this area.”

Potton independent town councillor 
Adam Zerny agrees. He has 
spearheaded a campaign for a rethink 
on the plans and has written to all five 
MPs in the area for their support. 

In his letter Cllr Zerny states: “The 
new flight paths would see up to 300 
flights per day. The noise and pollution 
impact on our area will be significant. 

“At present flights heading overhead 
above 20,000 ft are clearly audible. 
These proposals would see flights 
descending over us at well under 
8,000ft.”

He questioned LLA’s assertion that 
predicted airport traffic will rise and 
points to a “huge fall in passenger 
numbers” due to Covid-19.

“London Luton Airport passenger 
numbers for the first nine months 
of 2020 were half those of the same 
period in 2019,” he added.

Cllr Zerny is also worried about the 
environmental impact of the proposals. 
In the letter he points to the fact that 
the UK already has “the world’s third 
largest CO2 emission from aviation 
after China and the US”.

And he believes these proposals 
breach the Government’s Aviation 
2050 Strategy because they do not 
strive to create a balance between 
passenger demand and impact on local 
environments and communities.

“Local councils were not consulted 
before or after these plans were 
announced,” he said.

Twelve local councillors co-signed 
the letter, among them Gamlingay’s 
South Cambs District Cllr Bridget 
Smith and County Cllr Sebastian 
Kindersley.

Cllr Kindersley said: “There will be a 
noticably adverse impact on Gamlingay 
and the Hatleys if these changes go 
ahead.”

He told Gamlingay Parish Council 
that he would prefer it if the planes 
leave the new holding stack and 
roughly follow the route of the A1/M 
as the noise of the planes would not be 
so noticeable. 

Residents opposed to the plans 
have formed a campaign group - 
Community Alternatives to Luton’s 
Flight Path. More details can be 
found on their Facebook Page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/777362789710256

The public consultation on the 
plans runs until February 5. For 
details of the full proposals as well as 
online meetings and how to submit a 
response see https://consultations.
airspacechange.co.uk/london-luton-
airport/ad6_luton_arrivals/

Planes on the runway at Luton Airport.
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Helping swifts back into the skies
IF YOU took a summer walk 
through the village, you may 
have seen the coat-hanger 
shaped birds zooming around 
the rooftops. Bigger than a 
Swallow, and appearing black, 
these are Swifts. 

They breed in the UK but 
spend winters in Africa, 
Swifts are amazing birds that 
never touch the ground. 
They live out their lives in 
the skies above us and their 
high-pitched calls are a 
quintessential sound of village 
life in high summer.

Sadly, the chances of seeing 
a Swift are falling every year 
with a 37 per cent decline in 
eastern England.  
One of the reasons for the 
Swifts huge decline over the 
last few years is that they 

struggle to find suitable places  
to nest. 

The Gamlingay Swift Project (a 
group of concerned residents) is 
aware of some Swifts still nesting 
in Gamlingay and they plan 
to help more of the birds. The 
group is placing Swift nestboxes 
in safe places throughout the 

village and are appealing to 
anyone who might like to help 
by placing a box.  

The Swift nestboxes are 
bigger than standard ones used 
for Blue Tits or sparrows, and 
they need to be fixed high up 
on a house or building but not 
a tree. 

If anyone thinks they have a 
good spot for a box they should 
contact the group who can 
then assess the suitability of 
your site.

To get involved with the 
group and make Gamlingay 
more Swift-friendly 
contact Mark Fitzpatrick at 
Mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.
com, 01234 357 259 or Kevin 
Middleton via email on: 
kevinmiddleton@hotmail.
co.ukSwifts are a less common sight.

A GAMLINGAY resident is organising a 100km sponsored 
cycle and is appealing to villagers to join him.

Simon Fisher and his friend Jonathon Estell will be 
tackling the 100km (60 mile) cycle route through the 
Cambridgeshire countryside to raise funds for the charity 
Charlie's Gift 

Based in Hertfordshire, Charlie’s Gift is a charity that 
provides grants to help children coping with health issues, 
special needs, bereavement or poverty. The charity was 
set up after the sudden death of Charlie Fidler, who died 
aged eight in 2010 from anaphylactic shock syndrome. His 
parents, Nicole and Jason Fidler, wanted to honour his 
memory by helping children in adverse circumstances in 
Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire.

Some 30 riders have already signed up for the cycle 
(entitled VeloLight21), which will take place on May 2 next 
year. However, the organisers hope to attract a lot more.

Saddle up for 
a charity cycle

“Charlie’s Gift grants are often life-changing and have 
a positive impact on the lives of children who receive 
them. They fund essential medical, therapy and mobility 
equipment, as well as holidays, day trips, therapies and 
counselling. But above all their grants bring smiles to the 
faces of some very deserving children,” said Simon.

The planned route starts, breaks in the middle and ends 
at the Eco Hub and follows a figure of eight with two 
circuits of around 50km length. Riders can do both circuits 
or just complete one if they prefer.

To join, participants need to contact Simon so that they 
can sign up to the team’s Virgin Money Giving account, 
and collect sponsorship. Alternatively people can support 
by sponsoring the cyclists and cheering them on en route.

Call Simon on: 07557 005 125 or email him at: 
simon@fmark.co.uk

Simon Fisher in training for the Velo Light 21 Cycle Challenge.

The cycle route begins and ends at the Eco Hub in Stocks Lane.
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Our Facebook page, Twitter feed and website have all the latest on What's On. Email is the best way to get hold of us for now as the managers 
are often working at home, or you can leave a message on our ansaphone.

We are Sarah and Kate (joint managers) supported by Jake and Tony.
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk | phone: 01767 651 226 | email: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk | Facebook/Twitter: Gamlingay Eco Hub

OH DEAR, oh dear!
No Christmas Craft Fair, no 

Christmas theatre production, no 
Players pantomime, no Theatre of 
Widdershins, no Christmas parties, no 
fun at all.

It’s a struggle thinking of what to say 
on this page!

As I write this, we are about to 
go into the second lockdown for 
November. We were getting back onto 
our feet quite nicely, with exercise 
classes and children’s groups using 
the Hub, so although we often looked 
closed if you were walking past, we 
were getting much busier and were 
beginning to build business back, if 
not to where we should be, at least to 
some of it. We welcomed new friends, 
and met the need of regular hirers to 
add to their weekly sessions here, as 
other venues were often still closed.

It’s fair to say that 2020 has been 
the most peculiar, disruptive and 
unhappy year in living memory. Some 
things have shone brightly, the Covid 
support group that did such fantastic 
work supporting people who felt 
isolated and vulnerable has turned into 
a permanent support facility for the 
village called Gamlingay Guardians, 
and this can only be a good thing.

As a community centre, we have 
been forced to remain shut for much 
of the year, but huge efforts have 
been made by our Connect Café 
volunteers to open up for those who 
want to come, and although the social 
distancing has been difficult, it has 
provided some outlet for people to 

come and meet others and get out of 
the house for a brief while.

Come December, we hope to 
open up again, and do what we can 
to welcome people here. We have 
karate, pilates, circuits, ballet, kurling, 
happiness classes, children’s rugby and 
play sessions, Slimming World, Weight 
Watchers and much, much more here 
and we will look forward to starting to 
see our user group build back up, and 

our regular friends return. We are able 
to take bookings for 2021, so don’t 
hesitate to contact us.

Until then, we can only all hope that 
2021 is a kinder and easier year for 
us all. We hope you have a happy and 
peaceful Christmas, in whatever form 
that takes.

With all best wishes
The Eco Hub Team
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Careers with KMG Systems Ltd

> Sales Engineer
> Mechanical Engineer
> Design Engineer
> Project Engineer

> Fabricator Welder
> Laser Operator/Nester
> Press Programmer/Operator
> Fork lift driver

KMG Systems Limited is the global leader in the design and 
manufacture of equipment for the biggest names in the snacks 
industry.  We’ve been established on Station Road, Gamlingay for
more than 40 years and have over 150 employees. The business
grows every year and we are currently recruiting for many skilled
and unskilled roles including:  

We see apprenticeships as an investment in our future and we are
actively recruiting for apprentices to start in June/July 2020.  

Apply by email to recruitment@kmgsystems.com

We have other vacancies.  Use the Solution Gamlingay app

or visit www.kmgsystems.com to see the most current
vacancies and more information.
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Message for December
“Off to one side sits a group of shepherds. They sit silently on the floor, 

perhaps perplexed, perhaps in awe, no doubt in amazement. 
Their night watch had been interrupted by an explosion of light from heaven 

and a symphony of angels.
God goes to those who have time to hear him

 and so on this cloudless night he went to simple shepherds.
Max Lucado

All our regular events have been 
cancelled due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. For updates on 
lockdown procedures, see our 
website. Due to the restrictions 
on social gathering we are doing 
church online. 

Sunday Services
(including children’s resources) 
every Sunday at 10:45am on 
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-talks

GBC Youth group
every Sunday at 10:45am on  
www.gbchurch.org.uk/youth

Small groups 
are meeting every week virtually. 
Email: office@gbchurch.org.uk for 
more information.

Following us on social media to 
keep updated with all our events:
Facebook.com/Gamlingay-
BaptistChurch 
Instagram: @gb_church 
Twitter: @gb_church

For more details please contact Jane, 
our administrator, on 651 519 or 
email office@gbchurch.org.uk

WELL, here we are again in lockdown. 
I have been reflecting, as I am sure 
many of us have, on this rollercoaster 
of a year. There are many words I 
might want to use, however, the one 
that probably stands out the most 
often is, ‘unexpected.’ Most, if not 
everything we have journeyed through 
this year, not just as a community, or a 
country, but as a world population has 
been unexpected. And as I write this, 
there is a high probability that 2020 
will end in that ‘unexpected’ manner.

The unexpected is not a new thing. 
In fact, if we look back at that very 
first ‘Christmas’ celebration, the actual 
reason for the season - the birth of 
Jesus - we see that this was also a very 
unexpected season. 

While the Israelites at the time had 
many prophecies of a coming messiah 
(or saviour), they never expected that 
of a baby. 

Mary, who was expecting to be 
married to Joseph, was not expecting 
an angel to appear before her and 
inform her she was carrying God’s 
baby (I mean seriously, just imagine 
her shock at that moment). 

While shepherds were out doing 
their job they never expected to have 
angels appear before them, singing.

And when Mary and Joseph looked 
down at their little baby boy, they 
never expected the journey that was 
about to commence for them, and all 
those who followed Jesus.

I completely understand that this 
year has been unexpected and in many 
ways you are probably so fed up, that 

you are maybe even just placing this 
Christmas season in the ‘discard’ pile.

But what if…? What if, this 
unexpected season, is one where the 
unexpected occurrences are actually 
special and glorious. Let’s be honest, 
events have been pretty historic. 

What if, rather than wishing next 
year to come quickly, we actually 
embraced the unexpectedness we are 
journeying through? I wonder what 
unexpected joys might be in store?

As a church, we love welcoming 
you to our Christmas Concert, and 
Carols by Candlelight with Pop Up 
Nativity. But this year is going to be 
different. We’ll be livestreaming the 
GBC Christmas Special on December 
18, at 6:30pm. This will include songs, 
a pop-up Nativity, and some  
great Christmas fun, even of the 
unexpected variety.

So this month, can I encourage 
you to be open to the unexpected 
blessings, fun and joy that you may 
have.Why not get in touch? Maybe 
tune into a Sunday service online, or 
our Wednesday prayers, and hopefully 
to our Christmas Special.

I wish you a joyful, merry, even if 
unexpected, Christmas 2020.

Many blessings,
Rev Adrian Semerene

Lead Pastor: 
Gamlingay Baptist Church
Twitter: @asemerene 
Insta: @asemerene
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To advertise email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk



10 | December 2020

I am doing my best to livestream 
my daily prayers on Facebook. And, 
although we hope lockdown will be 
lifted significantly this month, we do 
not really expect restrictions to be 
eased completely. Therefore prayers 
are called for until Dec 6 (not that we 
were not praying before and will not 
continue to do after!).

Advent 2020 began on November 
29. The season of Advent often gets 
lost in commercial Christmas, but 
particularly this year when we do not 
quite know what our Christmas Day 
celebrations will look like, it feels 
particularly important to be inten-
tional about the Advent themes of hope 
and waiting well.

The Anglican churches in the 
Benefice (Gamlingay, Everton and 
Hatley) are ‘doing’ Advent this year 
in even closer partnership with 
other Christian denominations than 
previously. In Gamlingay in particular 
that’s with GBC, but we are inviting 
Christian sympathisers of any 
denomination or none, who live locally 
and beyond, to join in with building a 
Jesse Tree at home and to think about 
the weekly themes.

They can also join in Sunday worship 
remotely. There will be things to do 
for all ages such as challenges, making 
of edible and creative items, as well as 
opportunities to read, pray and discuss 
on the weekly Advent themes. These 
will all feed into our weekly worship 
services. Please get in touch to receive 
more details.

Traditional Christmas services such 
as the Christingle Service and the 
Christmas Tree Festival, Fair and Draw 
will be taking place this year, albeit 
remotely. More details will be available 
in social media and via our other 
communication channels. 

Huge thanks to Adrian and our GBC 
friends for supporting this year, as they 
previously have, especially bolstering 

Dear Friends 

AS I write, the plans we had for 
December are still reformulating to 
take into account the fact that we may 
not now be able to gather in church at 
all. 

We can broadcast services from the 
buildings and record services from 
there too, although both without 
congregations. This is a great plus 
compared with the first lockdown, for 
which we are thankful as we work to 
take advantage of this opportunity. And 
this is all the more possible because... 
rejoice with me, we have broadband!

The broadband connection at St 
Mary’s will enable both broadcasting 
and downloading to take place 
consistently. This is the end of a long 
road which began back in August and 
is necessary because the phone signal 
is too poor. If you want a boring ten 
minutes, ask me why this has taken so 
long! It wouldn’t have been an easy 
issue to deal with, but was particularly 
hard with the final illness and death 
of my lovely sister Marcelle coming at 
this time.
Daily prayers for the pandemic to 
which the Archbishops called the 
CofE, began as the new lockdown 
was introduced. In Gamlingay we are 
responding to the call, which is to pray 
at 6pm by ringing the church bell at 
that time. Prayers are available on the 
Church of England website if you want 
to join in and could use inspiration. 

Here is a prayer for the Pandemic:

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow 
of your mercy. Sustain and support the 

anxious, be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; that we 
may find comfort knowing that nothing can 

separate us from your love in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

Amen.

Letter for December
our limited technical know-how 
(though we are learning fast!). To keep 
everyone safe in these challenging 
times, we need participants to sign up 
to a home-based celebration, for a kit 
which will be delivered or available for 
collection.

A celebration will take place on 
Christmas Eve at 4pm. Proceeds 
from the Christingle will go to 
the Children’s Society and any 
contributions will be particularly 
important and welcome this year as, 
like all charities, the need has gone up 
just as the means to collect donations 
has reduced.

A traditional carol service for the 
Anglican churches in the Benefice 
will take place on the afternoon 
of the Sunday before Christmas, 
using pre-recorded material and 
live broadcasting. To join in with the 
congregational carols on recording, 
email us and we will be in touch with a 
backing track to record to.

Do keep in touch via our newsletter 
for more details on what will take 
place and how you can join in. We plan 
to broadcast Sunday services via Zoom 
from all our churches as well as some 
livestreaming. Services are at 9.30am 
and invitations will be delivered by 
email on Saturday, sometimes earlier, 
each week

The Benefice newsletter continues to 
provide specific up-to-date information 
from the churches from one week to 
the next. Let us know if you would 
like a copy emailed to you. It is also 
available via the churches website. 
Contributions are welcome, watch for 
how we meet the challenge of evolving 
advice and instruction to help keep us 
all safe and to celebrate well in these 
extraordinary times. 
Blessings and love to all,

Hilary
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Remembering loved ones
REMEMBRANCE season this year has been 
particularly poignant for all of us as we deal 
with our griefs, both general for the pandemic 
and those particular to each of us. The recent 
deaths of those around us have not been 
marked as would have been in more ‘normal’ 
times. 

As we remembered by name in church many 
of those whose service couldn’t take place, 
my emotions have been particularly personal, 
as I shared the picture I had commissioned 
from my artist sister to remember people in 
this particular year. The brief was very broad: 
paint something that isn’t specifically religious, 
with meaning for you, bearing in mind 
Remembrance for the World Wars, but not only 
for those events. 

The picture is shown together with the floral 
tribute I put together for Marcelle’s funeral 
(right) which took place on November 3. It is 
one of the last Marcelle painted, and is full of 
symbolism, although it is meant to stand on its 
own. 

I am so grateful that the treatment Marcelle 
eventually received gave her the extra year 
in which she did and enjoyed so much. 
Covid-19 severely curtailed much, but this 
picture is something that was still possible 
and I will treasure. Little did I know when I 

‘Remembering’ by Marcelle Seabourne:  April 28, 1960 ‑ October 
19, 2020 with floral tribute to Marcelle inspired by her artwork.

commissioned it that by the time it would be used, 
Marcelle would not be here to share the feedback. 

I will be making cards with an explanation of 
the symbols and plan to reproduce the picture, so 
please let me know if you would like one.
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Pit your wits against the lockdown quiz
THE GAMLINGAY Lockdown Quiz has returned on Facebook with the second lockdown. Here’s a taste 
of some of the questions and details on how to join in. 

G & H Seamer 
Funeral Directors - Est. 1903 

 
Family owned and independent 

Funeral Directors providing 
sensitive, dignified care for 

your loved ones.  We provide 
a 24 hour service, home visits 

at the request of the family 
and private Chapel of Rest. 

 
Pre-paid Funeral Plan Available 

 
 Tel:  01767 680519 
 
  www.ghseamer.co.uk 
  office@ghseamer.co.uk 
  47 High St, Sandy, Beds SG19 1AG 

Shakespeare characters  
Name the Shakespeare play in which 
these characters appear
1: Portia and Shylock
2: Petruchio and Katherina
3: Ariel and Caliban 
4: Mustardseed and Oberon
5: Desdemona and Iago 

Queen Victoria
6: How old was Victoria when 
she came to the throne?
7: How many children did she 
and Prince Albert have?
8: What was the name of the 
Scottish manservant to whom 
she became greatly attached?
9: When did Victoria die?
10: What relation is Prince 
Charles to Victoria?

Famous Charlottes
11: What is the name of 
Charlotte Bronte’s first 
published novel? 
12: Queen Charlotte was the 
wife of which English king?
13: What is the name of the 
Welsh singer songwriter who 
rose to fame in childhood 
as a classical singer before 
branching into pop music?
14: What are Princess 
Charlotte’s two other Christian 
names?
15: What is Charlotte in the 

book Charlotte’s Web?

General knowledge
16: What is the last word in the 
bible?
17: What is the name of the 
Greek goddess of victory?
18: Where are you if, looking to 
the horizon, all you can see is 
south?
19: If the weight of a diamond 
is measured in carats, what are 
bullets weighed in?
20: An Englishman stole a stone 
from Scotland in 1296 and put 
it in his chair. The Scots stole it 
back from England in 1950 but 
then gave it back again. In 1996 
it went back to Scotland. It has 
two names in Scotland, both 
beginning with The Stone of. 
What are the missing names?
21: Who was the first British 
monarch to be photographed?
22: Which sporting event for 
injured servicemen was 
launched in 2014? 
23: What is the full name of 
PM Boris Johnson’s son born 
during lockdown? 
24: What do the Scots call an 
English person?
25: Which 1971 film starred 
Dustin Hoffman and Susan 
George?
Answers on p21

Questions by contributors Jan Cooper, Keith Warburton, John and Gill Kitchener, 
Martin and Hilary Young, and Julia and David Alexander.

GAMLINGAY Lockdown Quiz takes 
place every Monday evening and 
attracts a wide selection of participants 
online. Organiser Keith Warburton 
explains a bit more about it.

“We had originally expected that 
there would only be a few events, 
but here we are, more than seven 
months down the line and we’re still 
going, giving everyone some social 
engagement and fun. It's something to 
look forward to.

“It’s a great way to socialise as well, 
so anyone who’s feeling isolated and 
who might appreciate some friendly 
interaction is welcome. 

“It’s all in the comfort of your own 
home and you don’t have to be a 
resident in Gamlingay to join in.

“Friends and relatives of participants 
who live elsewhere are also very 
welcome.

“There is no expectation upon 
participants other than be prepared to 
have fun with facts. The highest score 
recorded has been 41/50, and the 
typical score is around the 30 mark.  
We aren’t a collection of geniuses, 
that’s for sure!”

The quiz takes place via Zoom For 
the Zoom link to join as well as more 
information go to the Gamlingay 
Lockdown Quiz Facebook Group. 

If you don’t use Facebook but can 
access Zoom on a smart device such  
as a phone or computer email: 
keith.warburton@gamlingay-pc.org 
for details and the link on how to join 
via Zoom. 
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News from 
Potton Writers
THE CLOCKS have fallen back, the 
days are getting shorter, the nights are 
drawing in. It all sounds a bit gloomy 
but taking the positive view, those long 
dark nights are the perfect time to get 
some serious writing in. What better 
way to spend the next few months of 
winter than by starting a new writing 
project or rejuvenating an old one?

October’s theme was ‘Nudge’ and we 
actually had two stories on the theme. 
The theme at the next meeting will 
be ‘Old photographs’. They can be 
fun or embarrassing, incriminating or 
nostalgic. But when they turn up, do 
they resolve a longstanding mystery, 
or raise a new one? The guideline 
word limit is 2,000 words, but this 
is increasingly flexible because it is 
frustrating, for both writer and reader, 
for a story to cut off in mid-flow

Now that the meetings are being held 
on Zoom and therefore accessible from 
anywhere, the group has decided that it 
would be a great time to recruit some 
new members. And of course, with 
distance no longer a deterrent, instead 
of being Potton and District writers’ 
group, we could expand our territory 
to Beds and Cambs. 

Or we could think bigger still and 
become Potton ‘and the world’, or 
indeed, ‘the universe’!

If anyone would like to join us, they 
would be very welcome. We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists. 

For more information contact Tracey 
Valentine, tel: 07778 148030 for 
details, or email Tracey at: 
pottonwriters@gmail.com. 
Or see our website: 
 www.pottonwrite.weebly.com .

NHS open but patients 
urged to use right service
THE NHS is urging residents to seek 
advice from health professionals if they 
feel ill this winter.

Health Service managers say they 
have been working hard to make 
changes to how healthcare is provided. 
And they have reassured patients 
that it is safe for patients during the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

Anyone who is worried about their 
health is asked not to delay getting 
advice. And depending on your 
symptoms, there is a choice of places 
patients can get professional advice.

For minor health concerns, your 
local pharmacist can help. GP practices 
offer remote consultations online or 
by phone, or can offer face-to-face 
appointments in some circumstances.

However, if patients require urgent 
medical help, or are not sure what to 

do, call NHS 111 first to get clinical 
advice and be directed to the most 
appropriate service.

Another way to relieve pressure on 
the NHS is for those who are eligible 
to get their annual flu jab. Speak to 
your GP or pharmacist to book an 
appointment. You can also find more 
information at www.nhs.uk/fluvaccine

And stock up your medicine cabinet 
with winter self-care essentials. Many 
over-the-counter medicines (including 
paracetamol and ibuprofen) are 
available to help relieve symptoms of 
common winter illnesses.

If you have any of the main 
symptoms of coronavirus it is 
important you get tested as soon as 
possible. You can apply for a test online 
via www.nhs.uk/coronavirus, or by 
calling 119.

Businesses hit by the effects 
of the latest lockdown could 
benefit from a new round of 
grants worth up to £3,000 a 
month.

The Local Restrictions 
Support Grant is aimed at 
enterprises who have closed 
due to the restrictions.

Cllr Bridget Smith said that 
the new Support Grant might 
also help some businesses 
that did not qualify for funds 
during the first lockdown.

“We cannot save every 
business, but this money 
could help many survive and 
cover outgoings,” she told 
Gamlingay Parish Council.

For more information visit:
https://www.scambs.

gov.uk/business/business-
support-and-advice/

SOUTH Cambridgeshire was on the 
verge of going into Tier 2 restrictions 
before the national lockdown was 
announced in early November, a 
Gamlingay councillor has revealed.

Bridget Smith, leader of South 
Cams District Council, said she had 
supported the move because of the 
pressures on local hospitals.

“Capacity for our hospitals is 
running at 99 per cent and figures are 
going up for Covid admissions,” she 
told Gamlingay Parish Council. 

She added: “It’s not just about being 
overwhelmed with Covid cases, but 
also with people who were not treated 
in the last lockdown and are now 
really poorly.” 

She also explained that workers 
who were ‘extremely vulnerable’ and 
advised to self isolate meant significant 
reductions of staff in hospitals, schools 
and the police force in the region.

Pressure on hospitals
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Funding for 'friendless' church

Supporters of St Denis’ Church in East 
Hatley are celebrating after the disused 
church recieved a welcome £58,200 
grant to help fund its restoration.

The money was awarded to the 
Friends of Friendless Churches 
(FoFC), the organisation which owns 
St Denis’, to help with restoration and 
repair work of the church's interior.

FoFC was awarded £1m by the 
Government’s Culture Recovery Fund 
for repairs to 17 of its 50 plus churches 
and has earmarked £58,200 for the 
work at St Denis’. 

Originally built around 1215, the 
bulk of the Culture Recovery Fund 
grant will go towards repairs of the 
chancel. These include plain-glazing 
the windows in the north and south 
walls (to match those in the nave) and 
repairs to the chancel walls.

And, in a pleasing note of symmetry, 
the grant announcement was made 
on October 9, which happens to be St 
Denis’s day! Had he survived having 
his head chopped off and just lived and 
lived, he would be 1,775 years old 
(give or take a year or two).

However, the money needs to be 
spent by March 31 next year and 
planning permission is required for 
some of the work, so FoFC is hoping 
the planning application process will be 
a smooth and swift one.

Once the work is complete, it will 

A £58,000 grant boosts 
restoration work at St Denis' 
in East Hatley
By Peter Mann and Nicola Jenkins

restore the chancel to how William 
Butterfield, the eminent Victorian 
architect, left it when he rebuilt the 
church in 1874. 

Butterfield was famous for 
reinventing gothic church architecture, 
particularly through the use of bright 
polychromatic tiling. Early criticism 
of his designs meant he toned things 
down considerably with commissions 
for country churches. St Denis’ can 
be viewed as an example of how he 

blended Medieval and  Victorian styles.
But it won’t be the end of the 

restoration work. Once this work is 
completed, there remains the fixing 
of the walls in the nave to prevent the 
surface from crumbling and designing 
and installing a new east window. 

FoFC director, Rachel Morley, 
commented: “We can’t do everything, 
but this is a start; it will help ease the 
backlog and free up cash for the nave 
walls and the east window.”

The future of St Denis' Church looks brighter, thanks to the £58,200 restoration grant.

By April next year owners FoFC hope the walls in the chancel (pictured) will have been 
repaired and new windows installed on the north and south sides.
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SUPPORTERS of St Denis’ Church 
were pleased to welcome so many 
from Gamlingay and surrounding 
villages to both St Denis’ and Hatley 
St George churches in September as 
part of the 2020 Heritage Opens Days 
festival. Luckily, the sun shone for the 
event and it was before the Rule of Six 
came into force.  

As part of the festival, Joyce 
Denby prepared displays for visitors 
to St Denis’. One had illustrations 
connected with the chancel and 
another traced the evolution of the 
church.  

And as this year’s Heritage 
Day theme was ‘Hidden nature’, 
photographs were on display of the 
large cave spiders hidden in the furnace 
chamber below St Denis’, species of 
bats identified as being hidden in the 
roof above and flora and fauna found in 
the churchyard, which is a local nature 
reserve.

Many of these illustrations and 
images can be found on the new page 
about the nature reserve on the Hatley 
website. The page also features an 
article on the nature reserve through 
the seasons by John O’Sullivan. 

The site can be found at: https://
www.hatley.info/hatleys-churches/
st-denis-churchyard/nature-reserve-at-
st-denis-church/

St Denis’ church isn’t normally 
open to the public but if you’d like to 
look round, please email Peter Mann: 
peter@buzzassociates.co.uk.

A display reveals the evolution of St Denis’ church.

Images show different aspects of the chancel.

St Denis is usually 
depicted carrying 
his head as he was 
beheaded sometime 
between 250 and 
270 AD.

Heritage Days 
spark interest in 
historical site
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Residential and Commercial Electrical Installations since 2009 

Office: 0800 019 7992 

Email: info@dsselectrical.co.uk 

Web: www.dsselectrical.co.uk 

Be sure to check out our reviews on Google - Search DSS Electrical 

    

THE CINNAMON Trust is a charity that helps elderly and terminally ill people 
with caring for their pets. It operates in South Cambridgeshire and throughout 
the UK providing practical, hands-on assistance with pets and even gives lifelong 
care for pets who outlive their owners.

This is possible due to two purpose-built home-from-home sanctuaries and 
foster homes.

Volunteers visit housebound owners to take their dogs for walks and foster 
pets if their owners have to go into hospital.

The Trust is urging anyone who knows of a family or friends who might need 
their help to get in touch. Call the Cinnamon Trust on 01736 757 900 or you 
can email them at: admin@cinnamon.org.uk and to find out more see their 
website at: www.cinnamon.org.uk

Trust helps ill 
and elderley 
care for pets

A NEW cook book produced 
by the Guild of St Mary's 
brings together 60 favourite 
recipes of members. 
The collection entitled Makes 
and Bakes also features brief 
anecdotes from members 
explaining why their chosen 
recipe is so special to them. 

The book is now available 
for £5 and all proceeds from 
sales will go to St. Mary’s 
Church, Gamlingay.

The spiral bound book has a 
wipeable cover making it very 
practical to use in the kitchen. 
And it would make a perfect 
stocking filler for a relative or 
friend who likes baking.

To order a copy call: 01767 
650489 or email:  
brenda.elcome@ymail.com

Fave bakes

THE GAMLINGAY and 
District Gardening Club 
committee  wishes its 
members a happy Christmas 
and many gardening wishes 
for 2021.

The club also thanked 
the Turbine Fund for 
their donation towards 
maintaining the village 
planters.

The group hopes to meet 
up again in 2021 but while 
the pandemic continues are 
planning online meetings or a 
monthly newsletter.

Festive wishes
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ALL SCOUT sessions came to a halt 
in March as the country went into 
the first lockdown. These included 
planned events such as camps as we got 
used to no face-to-face activity for the 
foreseeable future.

Although all our leaders of Beavers, 
Cubs, Scouts and Explorers were 
disappointed, we focused on how we 
could continue delivering Scouting to 
all our keen youngsters. 

Initially we provided weekly 
emails with tasks, fun activities and 
challenges. Then we moved over to 
Zoom sessions, which enabled us to 
see members complete the challenges 
themselves, which was fantastic.

Finally, we were permitted to restart 
face-to-face Scouting but only for 
sessions outside. And we had some 
fantastic Scout sessions on the former 
First School field, which is adjacent 
to the First School. It was great to get 
outside with the youngsters and being 
so close to the field has given us a 
valuable lifeline this year and enabled 
us to restart Scouting.

In September, as the rules changed 
and as the schools reopened, we 
were allowed to meet indoors again. 
Although this required a new set of 
risk assessments, meeting outdoors 
was getting difficult with the nights 

drawing in and the deterioration of  
the weather.

We are now meeting regularly in 
the Scout HQ with a great bunch of 
youngsters who are enjoying Scout 
activities again. Recently several 
Beaver Scouts have transitioned to Cub 
Scouts and we had a lovely investment 
ceremony in the Scout HQ investing 
eight new Cub Scouts.

Despite the different circumstances 
the scouts have managed to complete 
many activities. These include a Zoom 
scavenger hunt, making Rocky Road 
cakes, tracking and compass work and 
some members even completed the 

Air Activities badge which included a 
session in which the Cubs instructed 
each other in the making of paper 
aircraft.

During sessions outside we covered 
map reading and map symbols, 
backwoods cooking, cooking toasted 
sandwiches, marshmallows in biscuits 
and bananas with chocolate and made 
scarecrows for the village competition.

And now we are back indoors we 
have had an influx of Cubs coming up 
from Beavers. We have concentrated on 
completing the Artist Badge by doing 
junk modeling, origami, posters, and 
plasticine models.

Scouts 
keep busy 
and get 
creative

Scout cubs make plasticine models as part of their work towards the Artist Badge.
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Gary Hare

Property Improvements

All aspects of carpentry,
internal/external doors

Real wood/laminate floors
Bathrooms

Kitchens designed, supplied, fitted
Ceramic wall and floor tiling

External and internal painting,
decorating and wallpapering

Complete property refurbishment

Telephone: 01767 651 821
Mobile: 0777 397 3420

City and Guilds
25 years experience

MY name is Jamiela. I have been 
working in the fitness industry for 
20 years in areas including personal 
training, group fitness and GP referral 
consultancy. This column aims to 
help you keep fit and healthy during 
Lockdown 2 and beyond, providing 
some sound information and great 
ideas for exercise at home.

This month we will focus on 
mobility. This is something we tend to 
lose as we age and if we live sedentary 
lives. This is not always through lack 
of movement or motivation but quite 
often not being able to keep flexible 
because of the type of job we do. So, 
let’s start with some basics for Whole 
Body Mobility.

These exercises will help improve 
your joint flexibility and function so 
you can move better. They can also 
relieve stiffness and pain in joints 
caused by osteo-arthritis.

Ankles: foot circles
Do simple foot circles - 10 clockwise 
and 10 anti-clockwise, then point 
and flex each foot for another 10 
repetitions. You can do this seated or 
standing.
Knees: leg extension or curl 

From seated, lift each leg to straight in 
front of you and back to the floor or 
from standing pull each heel to your 
bottom behind you and back to the 
floor, both for 10 repetitions.

Hips: knee lifts
From standing, hold on to something 
solid for support if needed, lift each leg 
alternating right and left to hip height 
and back to the floor for 10 repetitions 
each.

Torso twists (spine) x10
Standing with your feet hip width apart 
and keeping your lower body, including 
your hips still and facing front, take 
your arms to shoulder height at each 
side keeping a solid straight line 
between your hands, turn through 
your torso twisting right and left. As 
each hand goes behind you let your 
head follow, slowly return to front and 
twist the other way.

Side bends (spine) x 10
Again, standing with your feet hip 
width apart and keeping your knees 
straight slowly bend to the right and 
then the left reaching your hand down 
to the side of your knee and return to 
straight, then repeat on the other side. 

Shoulder rolls x 10
Standing straight with your eyes 
looking forward, gently lift your 
shoulders up towards your ears and 
pull them together at the shoulder 
blades, then lower. Make this a smooth 
circular movement doing 5 repetitions 
in a reverse circle then 5 in a forward 
circle. You can synchronise your breath 
to this movement breathing in as you 
lift and out as you lower. This will also 
help you relax and relieve stress and 
tension.

Practise the mobility exercises each 
day, it should only take 5-10 mins and 
you’ll feel the benefits immediately.
Keep fit, stay safe at home, and stay 
healthy!       Jamiela 

IT is with great regret and 
sadness that Waresley Cricket 
Club have announced the 
death of their longest serving 
player, Philip Gillett. 

Philip died after suffering a 
heart attack while playing for 
the Cambs & Hunts Over 60s 
against Essex in the regional 
final in Cambridge. He had 
recently celebrated his 60th 
birthday and was playing in 
his 47th consecutive season 
for Waresley. 

Phil grew up in Little 
Gransden and first played for 
Waresley in 1974 when he was 
14. He captained the Waresley 
1st XI for six seasons and the 
2nd XI for one. He was on the 
committee for 40 years, acted 
as treasurer in the early 90s 
and had been vice-chairman 
in recent years, as well as 
ensuring the bar was kept 
well stocked.

His achievements were 
many. He was a fine medium 
fast bowler with a unique 
action, an attacking batsman 
and excellent in the field. In 
more than 1,000 recorded 
appearances for the club, 
he scored 17,471 runs with 
three centuries and 68 fifties. 
His highest score was 139 v 
Camden in 1997  and he took 
an amazing 1,297 wickets 
with 23 five wicket hauls and 
a career best of 8-26 v Eltisley 
in 1977 when he was just 17.  

He won the batting averages 
once, the bowling averages 
three times, most catches 
trophy five times, best 1st XI 
performance six times, best 
2nd XI performance three 
times and most improved 
player twice. 

He will be sadly missed by 
all who knew him & the club 
sends its condolences to his 
partner Tracy, father John, 
sister Tracey, sons Ryan and 
Dale, his grandchildren and 
all the family. 

WCC mourns 
longest serving 
member Phil
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WARESLEY Cricket Club has been accepted onto the Co-op’s Local 
Community Fund. WCC is one of three causes in the local community which 
Co-op members can select to support between now and October 23, 2021. The 
more members who select the club and shop at the Co-op, the more funds it 
will receive.

For every pound spent on Co-op branded goods (at any Co-op in the country) 
the club receives 2p. That could add up to quite a bit over a year.

All monies raised will go towards supporting the colts/youth and women’s 
teams through equipment and improving facilities. 

If you are already a Co-op member and registered online you can select WCC. 
If you’re not a member, you can register as a member online or pop in your 
local shop and pick up a membership card. To find out about joining online, visit: 
https://www.coop.co.uk/membership or download the Co-op app at: https://
www.coop.co.uk/coop-app where you can see WCC’s profile page.

Co-op helps cricket club boost funds

LATEST crime figures obtained by the 
group reveal that there were a number 
of incidents reported in Gamlingay 
during October and November. These 
include theft and attempted theft, 
criminal damage and noisy nuisance.

Anyone interested in the work of 
South Cambridgeshire Police can find 
out more on their Facebook page   

The page is the best place to hear 
about any arrests police have made 
or warrants they have issued. Called 
Policing South Cambridgeshire, it also 
provides a good understanding of the 
kind of work the region’s police force 
does and the vast area it covers.

THE ECO HUB is looking for some keen, creative gardeners 
to help design, plant and maintain two areas around the 
community centre's site.
 Volunteers are needed to help with the planting and upkeep 
of  the garden looking onto the playing field and the nature 
meadow area at the rear of the Hub.  
Anyone interested needs to be self motivated although they 
would have guidance from Hub staff and would work in small 
teams with other volunteers. They must also be able to give up 
their time regularly all year round, in order to help maintain 
the areas.

The Hub hopes to plant the borders of the garden with plants 
that will attract bees and butterflies.  And plans for the meadow 
area include foliage that will be attractive and of interest all 
year round. 

For more information on how to get involved contact Sarah 
Groom via email at: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk or 
telephone: 01767 651226

Appeal for garden volunteers 
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This delicious pie can be served 
hot or cold and so it is perfect 
for a Boxing Day buffet, or at any 
time of the year on a picnic.

The combination of chestnuts and 
pickled walnuts is gorgeous as the 
combination of the sweet chestnuts 
with their slightly dry texture and the 
sweet but salty, astringent walnuts 
makes a lovely combination.

In this recipe I have used Opies 
pickled walnuts, which are readily 
available. Save the pickling juice and 
add a spoonful or two of this to any 
sauces or stews/casseroles and it adds 
an Umami-type taste.

For the chestnuts, I have used 
Merchant Gourmet whole chestnuts 
and they come in 180g packs.

I have a loaf dish which is 250mm x 
80mm x 60mm and will serve 8-10.

If you have a 1lb loaf tin use about 
half the quantities.

Ingredients
For the hot water crust pastry:
220ml water
18gm vegetarian fat (Trex makes 
a good vegetarian lard)
500gm plain flour
1½ tsp salt
1 egg

For the filling:
4 180gm packets of chestnuts  
2 good handfuls of breadcrumbs
2 eggs
1 jar of pickled walnuts 

Vegetarian recipe by Roderick Starksfield

Chestnut and pickled walnut pie

For assembly:
1 egg lightly beaten

Method
For the pastry:

Break the egg into a large bowl and 
whisk to break it up. Add the flour and 
salt, make a well in the middle. The 
egg is added under the flour to prevent 
it cooking when the boiling water is 
added.

Heat the water and fat in a saucepan 
until it is boiling. Pour the water and 
melted fat into the well and start 
mixing, I use a knife to start with.

Keep mixing until the pastry has 
cooled a bit so you can knead by hand. 
Knead until fully mixed and you have a 
warm dough. Reserve about a quarter 
of the dough for the lid.  Roll out on 
a floured surface to line the tin (put 
the tin lightly on the pastry so you can 
judge how big to roll it out.  

(It may be helpful to line the tin with 
baking paper – it helps when lifting 
it out!), carefully place in the tin, the 
pastry may seem a bit fragile, however, 
it can be easily patched with a small 
lump of pastry.

Roll out the lid.

For the filling:
Very roughly chop the chestnuts until 

they are about half the size, you need 

to have nice chunky pieces. Add the 
breadcrumbs and lightly mix in. Whisk 
the eggs and add to the mixture.

To assemble
Preheat the oven to 180 degrees 
centigrade fan, 350F, Gas mark 4.

Fill the tin about half full with the 
chestnut mixture. Lay a row of pickled 
walnuts down the middle and then 
cover with the rest of the mixture.

Brush the edges of the pastry with 
the beaten egg and place on the lid. 
Neaten the pastry edges and crimp the 
join by using the finger and thumb on 
the outside, first finger on the inside 
and push, it really is easy)

Use the pastry offcuts to make 
patterns for the top such as leaves 
or stars. Brush the top liberally with 
beaten egg and make some holes in the 
top to let the steam out.

Place in the oven and cook for about 
45 minutes. After 20 minutes add 
another coating of egg-wash to the top.  

Once cooked, the top should be a 
lovely golden colour, remove from 
the oven and allow to cool for about 3 
minutes. 

Carefully lift out of the tin (the 
pastry may still be a bit fragile), place 
on a backing tray and brush the sides 
with the beaten egg, put back in the 
oven for another 10-15 minutes.

Delicious hot or cold



December 2020 | 21 

Komino rules
Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box 
contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.  
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side. 

November's solution

I hope that you have enjoyed the challenge 
of solving these Komino puzzles.

These are similar to the ones that I have 
published in my first book of 200 Komino 
Puzzles which is currently available 
with 25% off the retail price from my 
publishers (Troubador) for £7.50 at  
www.kominopuzzle.com

Quiz answers from p12
                                                                                                            
1: The Merchant of Venice
2: The Taming of the Shrew
3: The Tempest
4: Midsummer Night’s Dream
5: Othello
6: 18
7: 9 (4 boys &5 girls)
8: John Brown
9: January 22, 1901
10: Gt-gt-gt-grandson
11: Jane Eyre
12: George III
13: Charlotte Church
14: Elizabeth Diana
15: Spider
16: Amen
17: Nike
18: North Pole
19: Grains
20: Edward I removed it after he 
conquered Scotland and it was built 
into Edward’s Chair, used thereafter at 
coronations and known sometimes in 
England as the coronation stone. 
In Scotland it is the Stone of Scone, and 
the Stone of Destiny
21: Queen Victoria
22: The Invictus Games
23: Wilfred Laurie Nicholas Johnson
24: Sassenach
25: Straw Dogs

To advertise, email

adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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Churches
Baptist Church, office Jane

Sally Graves
651 519
650 112

St. Mary The Virgin Rector: Hilary Young
Church Warden: Alec Hissett
Reader: Chris Miller

650 587
650 052
650 779

Halls for Hire
Ecohub Sarah Groom

Kate Laughame
651 226

Everton Village Hall 682 251

Hatley St. George Village Hall Kim Wilde
www.hatley.info

650 596

Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310

St. Mary' Church Lindy Gorton 650 581

Social Club Martin Hull 650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736

Booklinks Kate Laugharne 651 226

Cafe Connect
Fridays 10.30am-12.30pm

Ann Kirby 651 134

Community Choir Jan Cooper 650 178

East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Friends of St Mary’s Helen Miller 677 390

Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners 
Association (GAGA)

Secretary: Mick Slimm
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Membership: JohnWay
johnway803@gmail.com

650650

650 114

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
julialmanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Players Amy Lovat
lovatl@hotmail.com

07843 527 979

Gamlingay Walkers Miriam and Phil Titchner 654 891

Gardening Club Lindy Gorton 650 581

Guild of St. Mary's Liz Huckle 650 988

History Society Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480 385 351

Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707

Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748

Photographic Society Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

Potton and District Writers pottonwriters@gmail.com

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough

651 982
651 070

Sandy and District Round Table Lee Packham Brown

Emergency Services
Police, Ambulance 
and Fire

999

Non-Emergency Fire 01223 376 217

Non-Emergency Police 
and Community Police

101

PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Healthcare and Council
Medical centre

Appointments
Emergences

651 544
651 546

District nurses 08456 024 064

Age Concern 01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Community car scheme
Alison Baker

07519 493 701

Parish Council 650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Colin Smith
Vice‑Chairman: Tony Goss

Faulty Street Lights 0800 7838 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish Council
Clerk: Kim Wilde

650 596

parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Margot Eagle

Politics
Member of Parliament

Anthony Browne
0207 219 3000

anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
Bridget Smith

650 510
03450 450 500

Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Hatley District Councillor
Heather Williams

07885 774 775

cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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Sir John Jacob's Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton

651 070
651 982
650 581

St. Neots Model Railway Club John Kneeshaw 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show Amy Lovat 07843 527 979

Womens' Institute Anne Clarke
Jean York

651 932
650 367

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Jelly Tots Emma Radley
Natalie

07156 027 150
691 477

Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 
07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool Lisa Burton 651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary 650 208

Sports
Bowls Club Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035

Football Club Chair: Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Gamlingay Gym 651 785

Girls Football – MUGA Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk

651 785

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165

Waresley Cricket Club Phil Masdin  221 027

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Brown 449 043

2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547

Beavers Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Explorers Vacancy

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532

Gamlingay Scouts Will Colebrook 07527 717 463

Gransden Cubs Susan Jefferd 261 000

Pathfinder Scouts Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212 

Youth Cafe Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Youth Club Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 

Adult Health and 
Social Service General 
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202

Children’s Services 0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled 
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health 0345 045 5205

Learning Disability 
Partnership/Sensory 
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services

Citizenship 0345 045 5155

Education Transport 0345 045 5208

Education Welfare 
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information 
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries 0345 045 5200

Human Resources 
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services 
(includes automatic 
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Online Payments 
Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene
(Highways, Transport 
and Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard 0345 045 5222

Trading Standards 0845 4040506

Waste Management 0345 045 5207

What’s On pages
Please upload your club or society 

dates using
whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

Please note, this information 
will not be revised once copy is 

composited, so check your  
entries carefully.
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Kirstie Timmins Your Local Personal Travel Agent
Let me plan your next holiday, saving you stress and time, I will personally tailor your travel 

experience, providing impartial advice, to help you make up your informed decision
One to one excellent service from start to finish, with free local meetings available.
100% Financial Protection / 24/7 Support / 100% personal customer satisfaction

T. 01767 360014 / 654890     M.07815 814798
E .kirstie.timmins@travelcounsellors.com

W.http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/kirstie.timmins
FB@kirstietimmins

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
BOILER INSTALLER
Call us today 
07494 389 041

Contact: David Dennis at Heat Street, 5a King Street, Potton, 
Bedfordshire SG19 2QT

www.heatstreet.co.uk | info@heatstreet.co.uk

• Natural Gas & LPG  
 Boiler Installations 

• Boiler Replacements

• Annual Boiler Servicing 

• Landlord Certificates

• System Powerflushing

• Hot Water Cylinder 
Installation

• And More....

Right up 
     your street !
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