
Established November 1991 September 2020 Circulation 2,007

Help shape our village’s future

RESIDENTS have the chance to 
help shape the village’s future as 
a formal consultation on the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan is launched  
this month. 

For six weeks, beginning on 
September 7, all residents and 
businesses in the area will be able 
to view the complete draft plan and 
respond to it. This is a formal and 
important stage of the neighbourhood 
planning regulations, known as 
Regulation 14 Pre-submission 
Consultation, which gives everyone in 
the parish an opportunity to comment 
before the plan is submitted to South 
Cambridgeshire District Council.

To help inform residents about what 
is proposed, a booklet summarising the 
plan will be sent to every household 
during this month. There will also be 
consultation events at the Eco Hub, 
where people can ask questions on any 
aspects of it.

The plan in full will also be made 
available online at:  
www.gamlingay-future.uk, and paper 
copies can be found at the Eco Hub.

And members of the Neighbourhood 
Plan steering group are also due 
to attend the Gamlingay Show on 
September 19 to answer questions.

Throughout the consultation 
process, group members will follow 
government guidance on social 
distancing 

Once the consultation has taken 
place, the Steering Group will consider 
all comments received, and make any 
changes necessary. At this point the 
plan will enter its final stage, which 

will result in a referendum when all 
Gamlingay residents will be asked 
to vote,Yes or No for the plan to be 
adopted. The group anticipates that this 
vote will take place in late 2021.

For more information look out 
for the summary booklets coming 
through your letterbox, look online at: 
gamlingay-future.uk.

Alternatively, you can email:  
clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk or call 
Kirstin Rayner, Neighbourhood Plan 
Secretary, on 01767 650 310. 

When and where to talk to Steering Group members:

September
Wednesday 9th
Friday 18th
Saturday 19th
Saturday 26th
October
Saturday 3rd
Wednesday 14th
Wednesday 21st
Wednesday 28th

5-7pm
10am-12pm
Tbc
10am-12pm

10am-12pm
5-7pm
10am-12pm
Tbc

Eco Hub, main reception
Eco Hub, main reception
Gamlingay Village Show
Eco Hub, main reception

Eco Hub, main reception
Eco Hub, main reception
Eco Hub, main reception
Eco Hub, main reception
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What’s On pages
Please upload your club or society 

dates using
whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

Please note, this information 
will not be revised once copy is 

composited, so check your  
entries carefully.

Due to changes concerning data protection, The Gazette editor is very cautious about 
reproducing pictures of children. Every effort is made not to single out individuals, 
and parental permission is sought before using any item considered to highlight an 

individual child.
Your letters and items for articles can be dropped in at 88 Church Street, Gamlingay, 

or emailed to editor@gamlingaygazette.uk. We do not print anonymous contributions.
Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the items included but the views 

expressed do not necessarily represent the views of the Committee.

Share your stories
Are you a member of a group 

that has managed to meet  
up again? Or did you finally 
get to see family and friends 
recently, after months apart? 

Why not share your  
experiences with the Gazette 
and our readers. Email us at:  
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk 

Submission of images
We love receiving your pictures of life in the village. And we always 
try to respect the copyright of the person who created the original 
image. Therefore, when submitting an image, please state who took 

or owns it and where you have obtained it. 
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For relief from …
  Backache
  Stress
  PMT and many more

Try Shiatsu massage

THE SHIATSU CLINIC

Caroline Betts MRSS
Member of the Register of the Shiatsu Society
01767 650485

 G & H Seamer 
Funeral Directors - Est. 1903 

 
Family owned and independent 

Funeral Directors providing 
sensitive, dignified care for 

your loved ones.  We provide 
a 24 hour service, home visits 

at the request of the family 
and private Chapel of Rest. 

 
Pre-paid Funeral Plan Available 

 
 Tel:  01767 680519 
 
  www.ghseamer.co.uk 
  office@ghseamer.co.uk 
  47 High St, Sandy, Beds SG19 1AG 

A NEW ENVIRONMENTAL group 
has been set up to try and help 
residents reduce the use of single use 
plastic in their everyday lives. 

Gamlingay Eco Community Group 
plans to host a monthly pop-up Eco 
Shop at the Eco Hub where they will 
be offering advice and ideas to people 
on how to reduce plastic consumption. 
They will also have free samples and 
information on easy plastic-free swaps 
that consumers can make instead of 
buying plastic. 

The group was awarded a grant 
from South Cambridgeshire District 
Council's Zero Carbon Funding 

scheme earlier this year to help fund 
its plans. But their initial events were 
delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and lockdown. However, it is now 
hoping the time will soon be right to 
hold its first event.

For more details see the Gamlingay 
Eco Community Group Facebook 
page. Details of the pop-up shops 
will be posted there as well as 
recommendations for plastic-free 
products and alternatives. There will 
also be the chance for followers to 
share their experiences and discuss the 
different ways they're trying to reduce 
plastic waste

Eco group tackles 
plastic problem

If you're interested in reducing your 
use of plastic, the group is also looking 
for volunteers to help with the project, 
either with social media or at the pop 
up shop. For more information email 
info@gecg.co.uk

Pop-up shop to offer free samples of sustainable swaps 

BREEZE Cycling for Women 
sessions are back. For the 
last five years the group has 
enjoyed regular monthly 
cycles, starting from the 
Gamlingay Eco Hub. The routes 
take the riders both on and off 
road and often include a stop 
for a coffee and a chat.

As well as enjoying the 
exercise and countryside, 
riders have also made many 
friends and are eager to meet 
more like-minded people. And 

so they're urging to any women 
who have recently taken up 
cycling to join them.

Rides take place on the first 
Thursday of the month, leaving 
the Eco Hub at 10:15am and aim 
to return by lunchtime. To join, 
all you need is a bike in good 
working order and a helmet.

For more information visit 
www.letsride.com to register 
and book. Or call Gill for more 
details on 01767 650035 or  
07842 135732.

Women's cycling club saddles up

Breeze Cycling group meets on Thursdays.
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Residential and Commercial Electrical Installations since 2009 

Office: 0800 019 7992 

Email: info@dsselectrical.co.uk 

Web: www.dsselectrical.co.uk 

Be sure to check out our reviews on Google - Search DSS Electrical 

    

Section 1 Vegetables

1A 6 runner beans

1B 3 root vegetables with 
3" stalks

1C 5 tomatoes

1D Colletion of 3 different 
vegetables

1E Heaviest marrow

1F Longest runner bean

1G Funniest shaped  
vegetable or fruit

1H Bunch of 3 different 
culinary herbs

Section 2 Fruit

2A Eating apples

Section 3 Flowers

3A Any 5 garden blooms

3B A flower or spray on a 
single stem

Section 4 Pot Plants

4A A flowering or fruiting 
pot plant

4B A foliage pot plant

Section 5 Art

5A A pencil sketch

5B A painting in any  
medium

5C A painting in  
watercolour

5D A homemade card

Section 6 Crafts

6A A piece of cross-stitch

6B A piece of lace

6C A piece of crochet

6D A piece of any other 
craft

Section 7 Homemade Produce 

7A A jar of jam

7B A jar of marmalade

7C A jar of chutney

7D A 'vegetable' cake

7E A fruit cake or fruit loaf

7F A chocolate cake

7G 6 scones

7H A plate of fruit pie  
with homemade pastry

7I A plate of sausage rolls

7J A loaf of bread

7K A bottle of home brew

Section 8 Photography

8A Holidays

8B Shapes

8C Architecture

8D Children

8E A black and white 
photo

8F A funny moment

Section 9 Under 3s
9A A painting
9B Homemade NHS 

rainbow picture
Section 10 Pre-school and 

Reception
10A A junk model 

creature
10B 6 decorated fairy 

cakes
10C Homemade NHS 

rainbow picture
Section 11 Yr 1 and Yr 2
11A A nature collage
11B A coloured  

drawing/painting
11C A construction kit 

model
11D Homemade NHS 

rainbow picture
Section 12 Yr3 and Yr4
12A A drawing or 

painting
12B Homemade NHS 

rainbow picture
Section 13 Yr5 to Yr8
13A A construction kit 

model
13B A coloured  

drawing/painting
13C A piece of  

craftwork
13D Homemade NHS 

rainbow picture
Section 14 Children's  

cookery
14A 1 Victoria  

Sandwich
14B 6 decorated 

cupcakes
14C 6 biscuits
Section 15 Children's  

photography
15A Nature
15B Holidays
15C Lockdown

Ready to exhibit:  
2020 Show competition categories

8G Animals

8H Lockdown
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A SHARE of £4,000 is available to 
village organisations this autumn 
through the Gamlingay Community 
Turbine Tithe Fund. 

However, applications from groups 
for a grant must be submitted by 
Thursday, 30 September. 

The money is open to applicants 
who can show that they will use the 
money to benefit parishioners of 
Gamlingay rather than just a single 
person or family. The Tithe Fund 
would especially like to hear from 
groups who will use the funds to 
improve the environment in some way.

Once applications have been 
received, the Tithe Panel will meet 

in October to decide on the funding 
awards.

The Tithe Panel will comprise of 
three people: one person nominated 
by GCT, one person representing 
Gamlingay Parish Council and 
one person representing Forward 
Gamlingay! If the Parish Council or 
Forward Gamlingay! do not appoint a 
representative then GCT may appoint 
another person.  

Applicants should make sure that 
they have a bank account suitable for 
receiving funds by BACS transfer. 
They must also ensure that the funds 
are spent according to the approved 
application. No more than two 

applications may be submitted by any 
individual or organisation within one 
year. 

Applications for funds should be 
made in writing. Application forms 
are available from the reception at the 
Eco Hub or email info@gamlingay-
community-turbine.co.uk. They can 
also be downloaded from the Turbine 
Fund’s website at www.gamlingay-
community-turbine.co.uk

Completed application forms can be 
submitted at the Eco Hub reception, 
via email to info@gamlingay-
community-turbine.co.uk or delivered 
to GCT-Tithe at 36 Mill Street, 
Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3JW.

EVER feel like your creativity is being stifled? 
Then a new programme of creative arts courses 
could be what you need. Due to begin this 
month, the year-long courses offer a chance 
to learn skills in a wide range of subjects in 
performing, visual and digital arts.

Run by Cambridge Community Arts, in 
partnership with Cambridge Regional College, 
the courses are open to adults aged 19 and over 
and are for beginners as well as those who wish 
to improve their skills. Among the subjects on 
offer are Printmaking, Photography, and Drama.

Course organisers CCA say that being creative 
is good for you, and has been shown to improve 
mental wellbeing and confidence. The classes 
are run by experienced, professional artists 
and all levels of ability are welcome as tutors 
promise to provide a “non-judgemental, 
stimulating, and friendly environment”. Classes 
take place throughout Cambridgeshire and 
students must want to commit for a year.

For details see: www.camcommarts.org.uk  
or call: 01223 631820/07763 280029.

Courses for creativity

Wind turbine fund set to 
give away £4,000 
in grants

©Skitterphoto
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HELLO everyone, the Hub is open 
again and welcome back to our regular 
groups and hirers who are continuing 
to support us in these difficult times,

However, we are still very much 
in the ‘two steps forward, one step 
back’ phase of the gradual easing of 
lockdown restrictions so a lot of things 
are different.

Those groups or classes that are 
smaller in number and can easily 
observe social distancing are having 
an easier time getting up and running 
again. Regulars such as Weight 
Watchers and Slimming World are 
back and it’s likely that your pilates, 
yoga or circuits is also back, in some 
form.

However, larger classes, like our 
Monday morning Zumba with Lisa, are 
going to have to wait a bit longer. The 
reality is that many groups may have to 
restrict numbers for a while to ensure 
they can fit into the room with the 
2metre social distancing requirements.

Our Connect Café launched again 
in August with visors firmly in place 
and good cheer in abundance. We 
have spread visitors out, and socially 
distanced the tables and are operating 

a table service only. While we realise 
people may still be fearful of the virus, 
we hope to allay those fears with our 
safety measures and that more will join 
us each week.

While the Hub was closed we have 
done some repairs and renovations 
to the building. We also have a new 
cleaning company in place and hope 
that you all find the Hub clean and tidy 
when you use it. If not, please let us 
know.

The break has also brought a few 
new enquiries from people wanting to 
run new classes, especially for younger 
children, so we hope to announce 
some new activities soon that you may 
be interested in. 

Check our Facebook page and 
website for the latest details of what’s 
on, as we will publish news as we have 
it. 

We would be delighted to take 
bookings for all events, so please do 
contact us, on the understanding that 
if your booked event can’t take place, 
we will move it to a new date without 
penalty, or refund if you need to 
cancel.
The Eco Hub Team

New trustees 
step forward
WE WERE delighted with the 
response to our call for more 
trustees in the last edition of 
The Gazette. We now have five 
new trustees, making a total 
of eight, which is more than 
we’ve had for a long time! 

We will introduce them 
properly once everyone has 
confirmed, but for now we'd 
like to say thank you if you 
stepped forward, we are 
delighted to welcome you.

If you are interested in the 
work trustees do, it’s not too 
late to get in touch. It would 
be great to have a few people 
in reserve, so do contact us on 
manager@gamlingayecohub.
org.uk so that we can tell you 
more. 

Hub opens its doors 
to visitors again

A warm welcome awaits at the Hub..

The Connect Cafe serves up hot drinks, cake and good company with all the necessary 
safety procedures in place.

See Facebook, Twitter and our 
website for latest details. 
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk
Facebook/Twitter: Gamlingay Eco 
Hub
Drop in 9am–4pm weekdays, ring 
on: 01767 651 226 or email:
manager@gamlingayecohub.org.
uk
Sarah and Kate (joint managers) 
supported by Jake and Tony. 
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Careers with KMG Systems Ltd

> Sales Engineer
> Mechanical Engineer
> Design Engineer
> Project Engineer

> Fabricator Welder
> Laser Operator/Nester
> Press Programmer/Operator
> Fork lift driver

KMG Systems Limited is the global leader in the design and 
manufacture of equipment for the biggest names in the snacks 
industry.  We’ve been established on Station Road, Gamlingay for
more than 40 years and have over 150 employees. The business
grows every year and we are currently recruiting for many skilled
and unskilled roles including:  

We see apprenticeships as an investment in our future and we are
actively recruiting for apprentices to start in June/July 2020.  

Apply by email to recruitment@kmgsystems.com

We have other vacancies.  Use the Solution Gamlingay app

or visit www.kmgsystems.com to see the most current
vacancies and more information.
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Message for September

I WOULD love to be writing this 
to you, knowing that we have come 
out of lockdown, that some form of 
normality has been restored, that we 
are back in our buildings, our café 
and that all is ‘fine and dandy.’ Truth is 
though, as I write this, the road ahead 
seems uncertain.

I know, that many of us are feeling 
fed up. There are feelings of despair at 
the situation, anger with governments 
and anger with people around us 
that view things differently. There is 
frustration, fear, boredom, confusion, 
and so, so many other thoughts and 
emotions we are seeing society face. 

And all of us are looking for the 
answer to our questions: When will 
this end? Why is this happening? Can I 
please just leave my house, and do what 
I want? Who can we trust, as there is so 
much differing information? 

Unfortunately, as much as my 
heart’s desire is to bring answers to 
those questions, I genuinely can’t. 
There are too many unknowns, too 
many opinions, too many mixed ‘facts’ 
for me to be able to draw any one 
conclusion that would be suitable for 
all. I am sorry for this fact. My faith 
however suddenly becomes a louder 
voice that supersedes the hundreds of 
others around me:

‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge him, and he 
will make straight your paths.’  

Proverbs 3:5-6
My faith takes me to a place where 

I can trust God with everything 
that is happening around me. My 
faith reminds me, that while my 

“Faith isn’t a feeling.
It’s a choice to trust God,

even when the road ahead seems uncertain.”   
 - Unknown

understanding can grow it will never 
reach that of God’s understanding and 
knowledge. My faith reminds me, that 
God is above all things and can provide 
guidance as to how best I can move 
forward. 

My faith reminds me of how to best 
love my neighbour, of how best to 
live my life with grace, forgiveness, 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
thankfulness and self-control. My faith 
brings a certainty in the uncertainty. 
My faith brings answers, when there 
seems not to be any. 

My faith gives me strength and 
courage to face another day. And the 
great news, is that my faith in Jesus is 
available to anyone who wants to enter 
into a deep relationship. 

You see, my faith is not about a set of 
rules, rather it’s about a relationship. 
It’s not about do’s and don’ts, rather 
about growing in depth and intimacy 
with Jesus. It’s not about what I have 
done or haven’t done, rather about 
what God has done and continues to 
do for me. Maybe that is something 
that interests you?

So why not get in touch? Tune 
into a Sunday service online, or our 
Wednesday prayers. Or get in touch 
for a virtual coffee? Either way, I’d love 
to hear from you, and journey with 
you, as we explore what it means to 
have faith in Jesus..

 
Rev Adrian Semerene 
Lead Pastor, Gamlingay Baptist Church 
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk  
07472 350 860  
Twitter: @asemerene 

All our regular events have been 
cancelled due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. For updates on 
lockdown procedures, see our 
website. Due to the restrictions 
on social gathering we are doing 
church online. 

Sunday Services
(including children’s resources) 
every Sunday at 10:45am on 
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-talks

GBC Youth group
every Sunday at 10:45am on  
www.gbchurch.org.uk/youth

Small groups 
are meeting every week virtually. 
Email: office@gbchurch.org.uk for 
more information.

Following us on social media to 
keep updated with all our events:
Facebook.com/Gamlingay-
BaptistChurch 
Instagram: @gb_church 
Twitter: @gb_church

For more details please contact Jane, 
our administrator, on 651 519 or 
email office@gbchurch.org.uk
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Advertise your business in 
the Gazette. Email:

adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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instincts of others is that it is ‘only 
human’. A human response, to be 
angry and lash out when you are hurt. 
Well I’ve been thinking a lot about 
‘only human’ and this is my take on 
that, linked to my faith.

Humanity is capable of the most 
amazingly wonderful and the most 
disgracefully horrible. Most of us 
can do, and be, some of both - the 
wonderful and the horrible.

Most people achieve more good 
than bad in their lives. By good I mean 
things that bring health and happiness 
to themselves and others.

Most people are better at noticing 
the bad than the good in themselves as 
well as in everyone else.

When we fail to do the best in any 
situation, we are extremely good at 
rationalising it away by; Excusing 
ourselves: Blaming someone or 
something else: Downplaying the 
damage: Pretending it didn’t happen. 

But for most of us, shut away 
somewhere we don’t want to look, 
is the knowledge that something is 
wrong. And this tends to produce more 
wrong.

Unsurprisingly perhaps, I find Jesus 
is the answer to all of this.

In his life, death and resurrection I 
see what being the best sort of human 
being can result in (and can cost). 

Jesus’ life was all about others, but 
he also knew how to resource his 
human self. We see many examples in 
the life of Jesus of the time he took 
to be by himself in prayer, as well as 
together with his small group of close 
followers. He visited friends and went 
to where people were. In doing so, his 
life and teaching were interwoven.

Jesus taught repeatedly about 
being Kingdom people (citizens of 
a Kingdom of Heaven which is not 
only about this world of here and 
now but goes beyond). This involves 
truthfulness and a commitment to 

Dear Friends 
2020 MARCHES on, and after a rather 
different Summer, we're looking at 
our Autumn and Winter plans with 
great difficulty. I expect most readers, 
like me, will have had to spend time 
and energy to make things work at all, 
and needed a lot of grace to accept 
the things that couldn’t be changed. 
Holidays, challenges in work and 
domestic arrangements are all taking 
up extra mental and physical energy.

Everything is open to change without 
notice. And, like everyone, the people 
of the Churches have plenty to do just 
to keep balance, never mind to ‘walk 
on’ as our faith calls us to. 

Regular worship in church buildings 
is due to start this month, after trials 
in July and August, so that we can keep 
one another safe and also in touch at 
the church building or not.

Early in the Covid-19 crisis there 
was a saying doing the rounds saying 
we are not all in the same boat, rather, 
we are in the same storm. Our boats 
are all different, some more suited to 
this unexpected and often frightening 
weather than others. I continue to find 
this image helpful, especially when 
people have a go at me for not doing, 
being or saying whatever they think I 
should. I can’t change their behaviour, 
and trying to argue with their views 
doesn’t usually help. Sometimes they 
have a point, though it is rarely the case 
that their advice or demands are based 
on a full grasp of the truth of things. 

The truth is that we sometimes just 
have to absorb the frustration and 
anger of others. The trick is to absorb 
without being soured or worn out 
ourselves. Dig deep into resources 
of emotional and spiritual strength 
- I don’t have these in abundance 
naturally, I have to keep connected 
with the Source. 

The response I often get when 
dealing with the less-than-kind 

Letter for September
justice and peace (without justice, 
there can be no true peace). Jesus 
taught that all this starts with 
ourselves, making and resourcing our 
relationship with our Maker whom 
he calls Father, thus enabling our 
relationships with others.

And Jesus offers us a way to deal 
with the shut-away guilt - he comes as 
God personified to say ‘be free from 
your past wrong-doing - I take that 
responsibility on myself, so you can get 
on with living life as you were meant 
to live’. This does not mean that the 
outworking of wrong-doing won’t 
persist, but that wrongs no longer have 
the capacity to prevent our doing good, 
receiving our own healing and that of 
others. We are taught that we MUST 
do this for others so we can receive this 
for ourselves. 

So let us pray for more grace, to do 
and be the best version of ourselves, 
forgiving and forgiven.

Blessings and love to all,
Hilary

We don’t have an events 
diary for the next couple of 
months, but check our weekly 
newsletters online (on the St 
Mary’s Church and Hatley 
village websites). We shall be 
arranging some things ad hoc 
to help raise contributions 
to central church, to help 
keep the CofE presence in the 
villages. 

Details of church services 
will be there too, as we expect 
to see changes at short notice. 

To contact anyone 
from St Mary’s or for 
service invitations email 
StMarysprayer@gmail.com
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Message from Hilary at St Mary's 
Church, Gamlingay, and Adrian 
at Gamlingay Baptist Church

AS WE move into a new phase 
of life with Covid-19 we expect 
that there will be many more 
people finding it harder to 
make ends meet. Here are a 
few ways if you want to help:

Volunteer
Speak to us about what you 
can do and how best to use 
your time and skills.

Donate
Volunteers ensure that local 
donations reach the people 
they are intended for. Items 
can be given to us or left in 
collecting boxes in shops.

Be aware
Point anyone who needs help 
to the following groups:

Covid Support Group
During lockdown the group 

set up quickly bringing 
together many volunteers to 
help support vulnerable people 
in the community.

As coordinators - Lucy, 
Shelley and Jo - all return to 
work the group has changed 
what they offer. However, they 
will continue to deliver meals, 
Marks&Spencer food donations 
and kindness boxes to those 
who need them. Call Lucy 
Rands on 07929 453235 for more 
details.

The NEED Project 
THE GBC has been working 
in partnership with the NEED 
Project, a charity which helps 
people with the immediate 
need of not having enough 
food, as well as long term needs 
for other necessities such as 
white goods and furniture.

While it is a Christian charity, 
their ethos is to serve anyone 
who is need.

Both of us are able to make 
referrals for support for people 
in the village and surrounding 

areas and can very quickly get 
help to those who need it. For 
more information on the NEED 
project visit:
www.theneedproject.co.uk. 

St Neots Food Bank
THE FOOD Bank in St Neots 
is run by the Trussell Trust 
which supports a network of 
Food Banks around the UK. 
Although based in St Neots the 
Food Bank serves Gamlingay 
and surrounding villages and 
St Mary's member Gerry Brunt 
coordinates the Food Bank 
work locally.

If anyone needs help with 
food supplies contact Gerry or 
Hilary. 

Gerry has also indicated that 
she would like to hand on her 
important work to someone 
new in the near future.

Please contact her or Hilary 
if you think you can help. Call 
Gerry Brunt on 07752 428 191.

For contact details see p10 
(Hilary) and p8 (Adrian).
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Wendy Hall WMSCh,
MPSPract,DipCTec

Chiropodist/Podiatrist

Moor Farm Cottage, Potton Road, 
Abbotsley, St Neots, Cambridgeshire,

PE19 6TY

Telephone 01767 677 554
Mobile 07926 355 884

For all kinds of foot problems e.g. 
corns, callus, bunions, nail trims

all in the comfort of your own home 
or at my surgery.

 

 

Wendy Hall WMSCh, 

MPSPract,DipCTec 
 

 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
 

 

Moor Farm Cottage, Potton Road, Abbotsley, 

St Neots, Cambridgeshire, 

PE196TY 

 

Telephone 01767 677554 

Mobile07926 355884 

 

 

For all kinds of foot problems e.g. corns, callus, 

bunions nail trims all in the comfort of your own 

home or at my surgery. 

 

 

Group to support 
men’s mental health
A NEW group in the village 
is hoping to help support 
men with mental health 
problems.

The ‘Men in Sheds’ group 
will be part of a national 
network of groups that offer 
men a friendly environment 
in which they can be honest 
about their mental health 
problems and also do 
activities which could help 
relieve their symptoms.

Gamlingay resident Geoff 
Kaye has set up the group 
with help from the Shed 
group in Bedford. 

To find out more 
information or if you wish 
to help Geoff set up the 
group, email: 
geoffk@btinternet.com

In the garden in the autumn
by Karen Aitkins of All Green Landscapes Ltd

THIS year we have all tried to spend as 
much time in our gardens as possible 
and most people have had time on 
their hands to get outside and have a 
go. Now, with lockdown easing and all 
the nurseries and garden centres open, 
we can peruse our outside space at our 
leisure. It even makes a nice day out!

The weather this year, has been a 
mixed bag as usual. I think that is why 
the British talk so much about the 
weather, its always changing. We do 
seem to have a lot of wind these days 
and all out climbers have taken a bit 
of a battering this year. I’ve staked out 
and tied up time and time again. 

The air will start to feel fresher now 
and dew will start to form on the grass 
and there will be hint of Autumn in the 
air as the evenings start to draw in. And 
in the evenings the garden comes alive 
with wildlife. 

You'll see Daddy Long Legs or crane 
flies, their larvae lives under the lawn 
and they emerge to dance and find a 
mate at this time of year. The pupae 
from these crane flies eat the roots 
of the lawn and form dead yellow 
patches. Encourage birds in to gorge 
on the delicacies. 

Growth in the garden will slow down 
but continue to dead head. As bedding 
plants start to look tired they can be 
removed and replaced with winter/
spring flowering bedding plants.

Cut and divide tatty, overgrown 
perennials, most will have gone past 
their best. Most perennials will thrive 
on being divided, it will give more 
strength to the plant. Large perennials 
can be divided by pushing a fork into 
the centre and working it back and 
forth until they split into two. 

This is also a good time to move 
shrubs and trees as the earth is still 
warm and there is a better chance of 
them surviving. Try to retain as much 
of the earth around the root as possible 
so they are not disturbed. 

This has been an extraordinary year 
for everyone, but it has also been very 
special. At the beginning of lockdown 
when cars and planes were few, nature 
actually started to fight back. The air 
felt fresher and wild animals wandered 
unhindered in roads. In spring we 
could hear the birds singing without 
the back-drop of traffic noise, and how 
delightful that was. 

More of us have spent more time 
than ever before outside in our 
gardens - if we're lucky enough to have 
one. That was our perimeter during 
lockdown and we have made the 
most of our outside space as we fully 
appreciate how fragile our existence is. 

Hopefully as we start to get back 
to some sort of normal what we have 
learnt about ourselves and the natural 
world around us will not be lost. 
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www.greensleeves-uk.com  •  Email: hunts@greensleeves-uk.com

 Greens up and thickens the lawn

 Removes weeds & minimises moss

 Completely safe for children & pets

 Locally owned & operated business

 Regular personalised treatments

 No contract - Direct Debit available
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New safety measures for 
drivers and passengers

Community car scheme back on the road

GAMLINGAY and Hatley Community 
Car scheme is up and running again, 
helping users get to vital appointments 
once more.

The service is aimed at people 
who have no other form of transport 
and need to travel to medical 
appointments. They can book a journey 
through the scheme and a local driver 
can take them. 

Post lockdown the scheme is 
following safety guidance issued by 
Care Network Cambridgeshire. The 
guidelines hope to minimise risks to 
both drivers and passengers of the 
spread of the virus, keeping them both 
safe on their journey. Therefore the 
scheme requests that all users adhere 
to the following:

Only travel if you are feeling well. 
Drivers may ring you the day before 
your journey to ask a few simple health 
questions. If you, or anyone else you 
have had contact with, are feeling 
unwell please notify the scheme to 
cancel your journey. 

Both the driver and passenger must 

wear a mask. The scheme asks all 
passengers to use their own masks 
where possible but drivers will have a 
few spares if necessary.

Remember to wash and sanitise your 
hands prior to getting into the car on 
both the outward and return trip.

The passenger must sit in the back 
seat behind the front passenger seat.

The scheme asks users to remember 
that their drivers are not carers and 
are not permitted to give assistance 
that involves contact or lack of social 
distancing. Therefore, the passenger 
must be mobile enough to enter and 
exit the back seat without assistance. 
Due to social distancing, the scheme 
would prefer it if the passenger is self-
sufficient and does not need a carer. 
However, if a carer is essential, they 

will also have to sit in the back of the 
car behind the driver and wear a mask.

Once the passenger has reached their 
destination the driver will wait in their 
car for the passenger. They will not 
enter the destination building but will 
wait for the passenger to ring them 
when they are ready for the return 
journey.

To ensure safety, drivers will 
clean vehicle surfaces before and 
after each trip using anti-bacterial 
wipes. They will also ensure there is 
good air ventilation in the car, using 
windows and air vents rather than air 
conditioning. Also the scheme asks 
users to put their payment for the 
driver in an envelope.

Call: 07519 493 701 to book  
a journey.

©Skitterphoto
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Village’s past comes to life 
in glorious technicolour
DURING the very early 1900s many 
photographers dabbled with colour 
hand tinting their monochrome prints 
to make them look more like real life.

There were some very good colour 
tint interpretations, as well as a few 
not-so-good attempts. Here we have 
examples of hand tinted colour prints 
from photographers who worked in 
Gamlingay as well as other parts of 
Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire.

In the 1980s hand tinting of photos 
came back into fashion for portraits, 
weddings and also on the international 
competition circuit. The method used 
in the two different eras was basically 
the same. 

Some of the images here are printed 
on a canvas based paper so as to make 
it look like a painting. This is a postcard that is made up of four images of the village and was sold in local shops 

to visitors to the area. 

Above: This image of the inside of St Mary’s 
is an example of how hand tinting was used 
to add spot colour Here just a few colours 
are added such as the yellow of the gas 
lights, the brown wooden pews and red on 
the alter cloth.

Above: This image of St Mary’s Church, from Dutter End, was taken 
for a postcard in 1907. The way the people are posing for the picture 
was a regular occurance in such postcards. While the photographer 
had to set up their view, tripod, plate camera and then take a few 
meter readings people inevitably turned up to see what was going on. 
Then the photographer would pose them in the scene.

For more information about these pictures or any others of 
Gamlingay, email Nick Bruce at: nb777@btinternet.com 
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Above: This image of Church Street looks down the street past the alms houses on the right and again 
there are plenty of people in the picture. The boys at the front frame the picture while further down 
the street is the baker and the photographer manages to capture the sense of a busy street scene with 
people looking out of their doors and walking up and down in the distance.
On the left where the two boys are standing is one of the village's blacksmiths, now the Chinese  
takeaway. On the right, past the road junction, is the Royal Oak public house. Just past the Oak is a 
horse and cart and in the distance on the left is the Bakehouse. Meanwhile looking back on the left 
side beyone the boys is the drapers shop, where the chemist is now.

Left: Taken in 1910, this image shows what 
was then the main entrance to Merton 
Grange with a couple of young ladies walk-
ing their pet dog in the foreground.

Below: Taken by the same photographer just 
a 200m from Merton Grange is this view of 
the footpath leading to Block Bridge over 
the brook. 

These two images were originally printed on 
canvas paper.
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Left: This image of Green End shows 
how all these buildings, apart from the 

old Chapel, are no longer there. The 
thatched cottage (left) burned down in 
the 1950s, while the Spotted Cow pub 

next door closed and was then  
demolished in 1967. The cottage on the 

other side of the Chapel was demol-
ished in the early 1950s. Meanwhile, 
the long terrace row on the other side 

of Green End was demolished in 1969 
and replaced by bungalows.

Above: Gamlingay Council School as 
it was then c1915. To the left of the 

school buildings, in Green End, is 
Harris's Fun Fair, Harris used to hire 
the school field every year. One thing 

that is missing now is the school steeple 
which was demolished in the 1950s due 

to safety fears.

Below: Pictured is the Live and Let Live pub on 
Everton Road. The Landlady and Landlord are 
posing with customers, among them is George 
Brown, the man in front of the horse and cart, 
and his daughter Grace who is on the cart. The 
pub closed in 1929. 

Right: Gamlingay Cross Roads taken in 
1905. Again, there are plenty of people 
in the picture. On the right the rear 
gates of the Rose and Crown can just 
be seen, then the terrace cottages of Pair 
Tree Row going down in the distance to 
Charnocks House. On the left you can 
see the houses of the street up to Fowlers 
Brothers newspaper and tobacconist 
shop, the coffin maker and undertakers 
and last, the ivy covered building was 
the doctors’ surgery.
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Charting the swifts’ progress
THE GAMLINGAY Swift Project will 
be updating local birdwatchers on the 
progress of their survey later this month.

The group is hosting a Zoom meeting 
to give residents an update on the 
project and everyone who is interested 
is welcome to join in. They will be 
discussing how swifts have got on this 
year in South Cambridgeshire as well as 
throughout the UK.

The meeting is on Tuesday, September 8 
and starts at 7pm. Use the link:  
https://tinyurl.com/GamligaySept20  
and when prompted, enter Meeting ID 
734 4618 4910. The Passcode is sm08xS.

For more information about the 
meeting and the project contact Mark 
Fitzpatrick on 01234 357 259   
email: mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.com  
or Guy Anderson on 01767 693 424  
email: guy.anderson@rspb.org.uk.

THE VILLAGE library has now 
reopened, albeit offering a limited 
service only. 

Users will not be able to browse the 
shelves and will need to ask the library 
volunteers to get books from the 
shelves for them. Alternatively, readers 
can phone up beforehand and order the 
books they want to borrow and they 
will be waiting for them on arrival.

For safety, all books returned to the 
library are quarantined for three days 
and so are completely safe to borrow 
once they're out on the shelves again.

Cambridgeshire libraries continue 
to offer a huge range of online 
services, including downloadable 
books, audiobooks and comics. See 
their website for more information. 
If anyone needs help accessing online 
facilities, call Gamlingay Library where 
they will be happy to help.

Library reopens but 
no browsing allowed

Opening hours
Monday 2-4
Thursday 10-12
Saturday 10-12

CAMBRIDGESHIRE Libraries 
are now accepting new 
referrals to the Revised 
Library@Home Service. 

The service is for those who 
usually rely on reading books 
or listening to audiobooks 
and who are housebound, 
shielding or isolating due 
to age or health conditions 
under the current Covid-19 
guidelines.

Accepted applicants will 
be contacted by a member of 
the team who will arrange a 
doorstep delivery of specially 
chosen books/audiobooks. 

Deliveries will be monthly 
and previously loaned 
books/audiobooks will be 
collected at the same time. 
For more information email: 
volunteers@cambridgeshire.
gov.uk or call:  07442 022 926  
or 07342 700308 

If readers who have been buying 
books during lockdown, now find they 
have lots to spare, the library is always 
very pleased to accept donations of 
good quality books.

Call the library on: 01767 651 226 
or email gamlingaylap@yahoo.com:  

Readers can enjoy visiting the library again.
© LubosHouska on Pixabay.

© Otherkey on Pixabay.
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IF YOU fancy a peek inside both the 
Hatley Churches then you will have the 
rare chance this month.

Once again Hatley’s two churches 
will be open for the annual Heritage 
Open Days festival (HOD) which runs 
from Friday, September 11 to Sunday, 
September 13.

The annual HOD is a nationwide 
event that allows the public access to 
buildings which are not normally open. 
And the theme of the HOD this year is 
‘Hidden Nature’ which is particularly 
apt for St Denis’ Church. 

Situated in East Hatley, the disused 
church is usually closed to the public 
because of rather crumbly internal 
walls. Visitors will also notice the 
unfinished building work at the east 
end of the building, which started 
in 2018. It will hopefully be finished 
when owners, Friends of Friendless 
Churches, has raised the funds to 
complete it. 

However, St Denis’ real charm lies 
outside its walls in its graveyard where 
there really is lots of hidden nature. As 
well as being an open and operational 
graveyard - meaning you can be 
buried there - it is also a designated 
Local Nature Reserve and a County 
Wildlife Site. This means that visitors 
can see many birds, bees, butterflies 
and bugs on the site. And one section 
has been left uncut specifically to 
allow invertebrates to thrive. While 
wild flowers bloomed on the site 

throughout spring and summer, this 
month the quaking grass should be at 
its best.

Inside you can track the rennovations 
over the years, some of which were 
carried out by notable Victorian 
architect William Butterfield in 1874, 
such as the stove and font. As well as a 
new floor which was laid in 2018.

However, the emptiness of the Grade 
II listed medieval church adds its own 
magic. I'm sure a visitor from the 
1400s would feel very at home, only 
wondering, perhaps, what happened 
to the rough wooden benches that they 
were used to.

The village’s other church, Hatley 
St George, The Chapel of St James the 

Greater, is not dedicated to St George 
as one might expect, and is also a 
mediaeval building. But this is not so 
obvious because of the 1873-78 rebuild 
by the then lord of the manor, John 
Carbery Evans JP, whose coat of arms 
is on a tile near the altar. One can only 
imagine the local gossip during these 
years when both the village's churches 
were being rennovated at the same 
time. People must have speculated 
about which one would look the best.

The charm of Hatley St George 
church is in its compactness. Also of 
interest are the 28 painted wooden 
shields of the St George and Cotton 
families which are placed around 
the walls. Also, the angels in the 

Rare chance to see inside of 
Hatley's medieval churches

Right: The  
interior of St  

Denis’ church, 
East Hatley 

with the new 
floor, looking 

towards the nave, 
July 2018. The 

crumbling interior 
walls and the 

chancel are still 
waiting to be 

repaired.

Above: St Denis’ Church was built around 1215 and was made redundant in 1959.
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roof beams and the huge plain glass 
east window are worth seeing. The 
window inspired a poem by Malcolm 
Guite in 2011, the words of which are 
immortalised in a piece of calligraphy 
by Olivia Drake, on permanent display 
in the church.

Both buildings will be open from 
11am-1pm and 2-4pm during the 
HOD weekend. And, while entry is 
free, donations towards the upkeep of 
the buildings would be most welcome.

For more information about the 
village’s two churches see the Hatley 
village website: www.hatley.info/
hatleys-churches.

And for more details about other 
sites that are open during HOD see 
their website: www.heritageopendays.
org.uk

Words and pictures by Peter Mann.

Left: One of the roof 
angels and painted  
wooden shields 
inside Hatley St 
George Church..

Right: Hatley St 
George Church, a 

compact and rather 
lovely country church. 



20 | September 2020

Gardening Club
GAMLINGAY and District 
Gardening Club have 
cancelled all events 
planned for this year, due 
to the uncertainty caused 
by Covid-19.

When meetings resume 
the club will contact 
members and publish 
details in the Gamlingay 
Gazette. To contact the 
committee email:  marcia.
kaye@btinternet.com.

Women's Institute 
WI meetings are still on 
hold but hope to resume 
as soon as it’s safe to do so. 
New members are always 
welcome, please contact 
Anne Clarke or Jean York 
(see listings page for nos).

©Simon Fisher

Sun rising over the Gransdens.
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Snapshots of summer
A butterfly resting ©Kelvin RossA bumblebee on cornflowers ©Kelvin Ross

Summer flowers ©Kelvin Ross

Hay bales in the fields in Gamlingay ©Chris Shillam

Gary Hare

Property Improvements

All aspects of carpentry,
internal/external doors

Real wood/laminate floors
Bathrooms

Kitchens designed, supplied, fitted
Ceramic wall and floor tiling

External and internal painting,
decorating and wallpapering

Complete property refurbishment

Telephone: 01767 651 821
Mobile: 0777 397 3420

City and Guilds
25 years experience
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Coronavirus: 
As well as the effects on health 
the repercussions of the 
pandemic are widespread. Here, 
we try to address a few of the 
main concerns. 

Are you shielding or know 
someone who is? 
ALTHOUGH the deadline for 
registering has passed, it is important 
to advise the County Council that 
you are a potential shielding family. 
Registering will allow the County 
Council to keep in contact with you 
and provide support if there is a 
further lockdown. Registering will 
also allow you to access priority 
supermarket delivery slots, which may 
be useful to you in the future.

To register on the shielded list, 
or to amend your preferences, visit 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-
vulnerable or call 0800 028 8327. 

Financial implications
THE COUNTY Council is going 
to suffer badly from the financial 
implications of Coronavirus. The 
latest estimate of the deficit due to the 
pandemic is £12.7m. This does not 
include the latest funding announced 

(£500m nationally plus some support 
for lost sales, fees and charges). 

Many of the cost consequences 
are still uncertain, especially those 
in relation to Adults and Children’s 
Services where current developments 
may lead to significantly increased costs 
in the future. 

Libraries and archives
LIBRARIES began to re-open in July 
by offering a new ‘Select and Collect’ 
service where books can be chosen in 
advance and collected at pre-booked 
times. 

To combat digital exclusion and 
ensure everyone has access, libraries 
will also begin to offer public access 
IT services, based on 45-minute pre-
booked appointments, with machines 
being cleaned between each user. 

Library staff help homeless
MANY council officers were 
redeployed to other tasks during the 
pandemic. And, while the libraries 
were closed staff working for the 
Cambridgeshire Mobile Library 
helped to support rough sleepers in 
Cambridge. 

The service initially offered its staff 
and fleet of three mobiles to support 
local foodbanks while mobile libraries 
were closed to the public.

Staff were then asked to support a 
joint venture to deliver hot meals to 
rough sleepers housed in temporary 

accommodation during the lockdown.
Joining up with a wider network of 

organisations already working with 
homeless people such as The Salvation 
Army, the library staff helped deliver 
more than 10,000 meals to those in 
need since the start of lockdown. 

Over the past four months, they have 
also distributed meals three times a day 
to more than 80 people, along with 
toiletries, clothes, books, magazines, 
and jigsaws as requested.

Shopping
SOUTH Cambs District Council has 
prepared and distributed a selection of 
posters and floor stickers to local shops 
to help with social distancing.

There are a couple of reasons for 
doing this. Firstly to encourage people 
to continue to use their local shops.  
It is really important that we continue 
to support these businesses which  
stepped up to the mark so willingly 
when things were at their most 
difficult.

Secondly, we are far from being at 
the end of the pandemic and it is just 
as important now that we socially 
distance, wear masks and wash our 
hands as it was in March. 

This disease is still a killer and the 
best way we can protect ourselves 
and other people is to take these 
precautions seriously. It is no different 
to wearing a seat belt when you drive. 
You do it to protect yourself because it 
is the law and to protect yourself and 
others from harm.”

We understand that many disabled 
people, and particularly those with 
‘hidden’ disabilities, could be worried 
about being challenged by others if 
they are not wearing face coverings in a 
setting that requires it. 

Government guidelines have set out a 
number of exemptions to the wearing 
of masks, including on grounds of 
disability. We understand that some 
external organisations have developed 
ways to indicate that an individual is 
exempt, such as wearing badges or 
carrying exemption cards.
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Hatley Village Hall 
Available for hire every day

8.30am to midnight  

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall -  
can seat 85, with good acoustics

One user per session; new kitchen and 
boiler 

Ideal for meetings and parties 
Large car park

 £11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
 To book, please contact Kim Wilde on

 01767 650 596 www.hatley.info

Infection rates
OF the Cambridgeshire districts, the 
cumulative rate of confirmed cases 
of Covid-19 per 100,000 population 
in Fenland (462.1) is statistically 
similar to the national average, whilst 
in Huntingdonshire (491.7) rates are 
statistically significantly higher.

Bedford and Peterborough are 
national centres for Coronavirus 
currently, so residents are asked not to 
visit unless absolutely necessary. 

Fraudsters use virus scam
THERE has been an increase in 
attempted phishing attacks using 
Covid-19 information as “click bait”. 
They are along similar lines to other 
email scams that encourage you to 
settle a bogus invoice.

Among some of the techniques used 
are prompts for payment which then 
lead the reader to click on links and 
requests a transfer of funds.

If you have received such an email be 
advised to:

• Exercise caution when dealing 
with any unsolicited emails.

• Check the sender’s email domain 
by hovering your mouse over the 
sender’s name.

• Do not click on any links if you 
suspect it is a scam email.

• Do not reply to the email or 
contact the senders in any way.

• Do not open any attachments or 
download content or images if you 
are prompted to do so.

• Permanently delete the email.

Return to school
EDUCATION bosses at 
Cambridgeshire County Council have 
been reviewing Government guidance 
around the re-opening of schools for 
all pupils in September. And they are 
confident the necessary measures 
will be in place to welcome back all 
students safely.

The guidance sets out the steps 
primary, secondary (including sixth 
forms), infant, junior, middle, upper, 
school-based nurseries and boarding 
schools need to take to ensure all 
pupils can return to formal education 
after the summer.

Schools will be asked to implement 
a new Public Health England-endorsed 
‘System of Controls’, which build 
upon the protective measures that 
have been in place throughout the 
pandemic, helping to reduce the risk of 
transmission. 

Other updates include guidance 
on how schools manage their social 
‘bubbles’ to minimise contact between 
pupils and staffing groups. The size 
of these bubbles may now increase 
to incorporate whole classes or even 
year groups, provided there is clear 
separation between these groups and 
others. The increase will allow teachers 
to work with more children, meaning 
no child should miss out on lessons.

Staggered start and finish times 
will help ensure bubbles are not 
mixing, with each school able to apply 
flexibility in a way that works for 
staff, parents and children. They will 
also be given freedom to adapt the 
curriculum, to ensure they can address 
any gaps in skills and knowledge of all 
those pupils who have not been able to 
attend through the lockdown period.

Schools will be asked to revisit 
their risk assessments, giving careful 
consideration to what adaptations 
they may need to make to their 
buildings or teaching practices to safely 
accommodate their returning pupils. 

Keyworker parents and those of 
vulnerable children who kept their 
children out of school through the 
lockdown have not been fined. 
However, under the new guidance, 
powers will be reinstated from 
September, giving schools the option 
to fine parents if they think a child’s 
absence is not justified. 

Most schools have remained open 
throughout the pandemic, so are 
experienced at this by now and are on 
track. Also, the NHS Test and Trace 
process is embedded in all schools. 

While the County Council wants to 
make sure children get an education 
and for parents to feel confident about 
the return to school in September, 
there are some very considerable 
hurdles yet to overcome – not least 
that of school transport and how 
children are kept in bubbles and so on. 
More advice will emerge, we hope. 

School transport 
THERE is no Government guidance 
yet, and the County Council will not 
be able to protect the bubble structure 
on school buses without additional 
funding and vehicles. However, 
currently this is the plan that the 
County Council has prepared:

Primary schools: Transport will be 
planned and organised so that where 
children from different year groups are 
on the same vehicle, they will be seated 

together, maintaining their bubble.
Secondary schools: Students 

travelling on Local Authority provided 
transport must wear a face covering 
provided by their parents/carers 
as will those travelling on public 
transport. This will mean students 
can travel with their peers without 
the need for other social distancing 
measures to be put in place and they 
will not need to be separated into their 
bubbles when travelling to and from 
school.

Special schools: Transport will be 
planned and organised to maintain the 
school bubble arrangements. Parents 
will have the option of requesting 
parental mileage as an alternative 
to using Local Authority-provided 
transport up to October half-term 
(thereafter subject to review). This 
will also apply to children with EHCPs 
attending mainstream schools and 
applications will be considered on a 
case-by-case basis.

The most important thing is 
that children are educated in a safe 
environment and that parents/
carers are confident that this is the 
case. Please be aware this this is a fast 
moving situation and elements of the 
plan are very likely to change.

Fostering
WE WRITE about this issue 
often because it is so important. 
Cambridgeshire County Council 
wants to hear from anyone who is 
considering fostering and believes they 
can provide support, love and stability 
to children and young people. 

Every day more than 300 foster 
carers from across Cambridgeshire 
County Council and Peterborough City 
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Your councillors are here to 
help you. 

Please contact us with  
comments, questions,  

problems or complaints. 

Council give more than 1,000 fostered 
children and young people a safe and 
loving home.

During the Covid-19 pandemic so 
far, both authorities have still been 
processing foster carer applications 
over the telephone and by video call. 
However, many more foster carers are 
needed to help support children over 
ten, teenagers and sibling groups.

If you are over 21 and have a spare 
bedroom in your home then you 
should not rule yourself out based 
on age, disability, ethnicity, gender 
identification, religion or sexual 
orientation. Carers can be single or in 
a relationship, own or rent their own 
home, have their own children or be 
child-free.

Carers receive payments and 
allowances to help cover their time 
and expenses, as well as advice and 
guidance so they are supported every 
step of the way. Email: 
fostering@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  
or call 0800 052 0078.

New County Council HQ  
at Alconbury
THE BUILDING of the new HQ 
for Cambridgeshire County Council 
continues apace, and is over budget 
already, albeit due to Covid-19 
related delays. However, despite the 
County’s agreed position that we 
will have net zero carbon emissions 
for Cambridgeshire by 2050 there is 
provision for only 20 electric charging 
points installed in the car park!

While the design does maximise the 
number of Solar PVs on the roof of 
the building, the installation of a Solar 
Array in the car park and an Air Source 

heat pump, unfortunately the on-site 
renewable energy generation is only 
expected to meet some 40% of the 
building’s expected energy use.

This is really poor; and compares 
very unfavourably with other civic 
buildings such as South Cambs Hall – 
built nearly 20 years ago. 

Peterborough University
CAMBRIDGESHIRE and 
Peterborough Combined Authority 
has announced that Anglia Ruskin 
University is the official higher 
education partner for Peterborough’s 
new employment-focused university.

The new £30m university, which 
will be known as ARU Peterborough, 
is set to open its doors to 2,000 
students in 2020. The curriculum will 
be designed to meet local economic 
needs, providing both opportunities 
for local residents to receive a top-
class vocational education and a well 
skilled local workforce for businesses 
to employ.

Green End fire
MANY Gamlingay residents will 
already know that an office block on 
the Green End Industrial estate caught 
fire in early July.

Firefighters from Gamlingay, 
Cambridge, St Neots, Kimbolton, 
Papworth and Huntingdon, along 
with crews from Bedfordshire and 
Hertfordshire attended the blaze in the 
afternoon of July 5.

The water carrier from Ramsey, 
aerial appliances from Cambridge 
and Bedfordshire and the incident 
command unit from Huntingdon were 
also called to help fight the flames, 
which consumed the building for many 
hours.

The building was thought to 
contain asbestos and following the 
fire the County Council organised an 
assessment by an asbestos contractor 
to review the nearby Montessori 
building, the school sports field and the 
Rainbow Pre-school. As a result of this 

assessment a deep clean of the above 
areas was undertaken at a cost of more 
than £2,000. 

Many residents also raised concerns 
about the impact on their health and 
property from the smoke and possible 
asbestos contamination. Businesses 
on the Green End site were forced 
to close while the contamination was 
assessed. 

Firefighters investigating the blaze 
believe it was started deliberately and 
police investigations are continuing.

How not to get caught short
A NEW website has been set up to 
help people identify which public 
toilets are now open.

Lockdown Loo is free to use and 
encourages organisations and members 
of the public to provide information 
on which public loos are open. Users 
can check their local area or add 
information to help others.

 
Grays Road parking bays
SOUTH Cambs has started the 
procurement process that will 
eventually lead to new parking bays in 
Gray’s Rd. The process is never quick 
but once a firm has been selected we 
hope that things will finally get moving.

Charity bag checks
THERE has been a couple of 
incidences of unlicensed organisations 
delivering clothes collection bags. 
Please check that it is a proper charity 
asking for your unwanted clothes 
before leaving them out for collection.

Domestic abuse helpline
ARE you scared of your partner or 
your ex? As we come out of lockdown, 
for those living with an abusive partner 
the lifting of restrictions could act as a 
catalyst to domestic abuse.

If you are experiencing domestic 
abuse, or if you are worried that your 
relationship is not as healthy as you 
would like, there is support available 
for you. 

Please call the National Domestic 
Abuse Helpline on 0808 2000 247.
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Komino rules
Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box 
contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.  
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side. 

This mushroom recipe brings back memories of when I was about 12 and I 
spent most of the summer holiday in Sweden on an island in the Stockholm 
Archipelago, with my aunt. At the end of August, when the mushroom 
season had started, we would go into the woods with a metal bucket, about 
1lb of butter and a couple of large crusty loafs. We would fill the bucket 
with Chanterelles, add the butter and then cook them in the bucket on a 
fire, which we ate with chunks of the bread.

This is a really useful dish as it can 
be served in many ways - with pasta, 
on top of fluffy rice, in a pie, with a 
mound of mashed potato, in a baked 
potato or simply on its own with some 
warm crusty bread.

The wine is an essential ingredient. 
I realise cooking with wine can be 
expensive so I keep a small selection 
of wines for cooking, such as Sherry, 
Port, and Vermouth. These are all 
fortified, and so will keep after being 
opened. I use Vermouth in this recipe 
as it has herb flavouring that enhances 
this dish.
Serves 2-4

Ingredients
75 g butter
3 garlic cloves, finely chopped
1.25kg mixed mushrooms.
Should include button or chestnut; a few shiitake, 
thickly cut; pieds bleu; about 30 g dried porcini 
or morels, soaked for 20 minutes and drained; 
chanterelles and a few enoki

Vegetarian recipe by Roderick Starksfield

July/Aug's solution

I hope that you have enjoyed the challenge 
of solving these Komino puzzles.

These are similar to the ones that I have 
published in my first book of 200 Komino 
Puzzles which is currently available 
with 25% off the retail price from my 
publishers (Troubador) for £7.50 at  
www.kominopuzzle.com

Mushroom Ragu 

Soy sauce or mushroom ketchup 
Small red chilli, finely sliced
4 tbsp vermouth
A sprig of tarragon (optional)
A small bunch of basil or a sprinkling 
of very finely chopped parsley
3-4 tbsp double cream
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
Enoki mushrooms: Enoki usually come in thick 
clumps. Slice them across into as many as 3 
thinner slices and fry them in a little butter. 

Continue to cook on a moderate heat until they 
become darker, silkier and tastier.

Method
Melt the butter in a frying pan over a 
low heat and add the garlic.

Take the dried mushrooms and soak 
them in 150ml of water. Meanwhile, 
add the other mushrooms (apart from 
the enoki and chanterelles) to the 
butter and garlic. 

To the pan, add the soy sauce/
mushroom ketchup, the chilli, salt and 
pepper and cook for 3-4 minutes until 
the mushrooms are tender and release 
their liquor. Reduce to a low heat.

Add the soaked dried mushrooms 
and the liquid they're in (remove any 
grit). Add the vermouth and herbs, 
reduce mixture to about half, then add 
the cream, mixing well before serving. 

Mushrooms bring back memories
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Churches
Baptist Church, office Jane

Sally Graves
651 519
650 112

St. Mary The Virgin Rector: Hilary Young
Church Warden: Alec Hissett
Reader: Chris Miller

650 587
650 052
650 779

Halls for Hire
Ecohub Sarah Groom

Kate Laughame
651 226

Everton Village Hall 682 251

Hatley St. George Village Hall Kim Wilde
www.hatley.info

650 596

Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310

St. Mary' Church Lindy Gorton 650 581

Social Club Martin Hull 650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736

Booklinks Kate Laugharne

Cafe Connect
Fridays 10.30am-12.30pm

Ann Kirby 651 134

Community Choir Jan Cooper 650 178

East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Friends of St Mary’s Helen Miller 677 390

Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners 
Association (GAGA)

Secretary: Mick Slimm
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Membership Secretary: Bob Gordon
Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net 651 913

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
juliamanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Players Amy Lovat
lovatl@hotmail.com

07843 527 979

Gamlingay Walkers Miriam and Phil Titchner 654 891

Gardening Club Lindy Gorton 650 581

Guild of St. Mary's Liz Huckle 650 988

History Society Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480 385 351

Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707

Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748

Photographic Society Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

Potton and District Writers pottonwriters@gmail.com

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough

651 982
651 070

Sandy and District Round Table Lee Packham Brown

Emergency Services
Police, Ambulance 
and Fire

999

Non-Emergency Fire 01223 376 217

Non-Emergency Police 
and Community Police

101

PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Healthcare and Council
Medical centre

Appointments
Emergences

651 544
651 546

District nurses 08456 024 064

Age Concern 01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Community car scheme
Alison Baker

07519 493 701

Parish Council 650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Colin Smith
Vice-Chairman: Tony Goss

Faulty Street Lights 0800 7838 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish Council
Clerk: Kim Wilde

650 596

parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Margot Eagle

Politics
Member of Parliament

Anthony Browne
0207 219 3000

anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
Bridget Smith

650 510
03450 450 500

Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Hatley District Councillor
Heather Williams

07885 774 775

cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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Sir John Jacob's Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton

651 070
651 982
650 581

St. Neots Model Railway Club John Kneeshaw 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show Amy Lovat 07843 527 979

Womens' Institute Anne Clarke
Jean York

651 932
650 367

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Jelly Tots Emma Radley
Natalie

07156 027 150
691 477

Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 
07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool Lisa Burton 651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary 650 208

Sports
Bowls Club Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035

Football Club Chair: Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Gamlingay Gym 651 785

Girls Football – MUGA Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk

651 785

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165

Waresley Cricket Club Phil Masdin  221 027

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Brown 449 043

2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547

Beavers Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Explorers Vacancy

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532

Gamlingay Scouts Will Colebrook 07527 717 463

Gransden Cubs Susan Jefferd 261 000

Pathfinder Scouts Mark Harrision 07979 102 568

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212 

Youth Cafe Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Youth Club Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 

Adult Health and 
Social Service General 
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202

Children’s Services 0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled 
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health 0345 045 5205

Learning Disability 
Partnership/Sensory 
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services

Citizenship 0345 045 5155

Education Transport 0345 045 5208

Education Welfare 
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information 
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries 0345 045 5200

Human Resources 
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services 
(includes automatic 
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Online Payments 
Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene
(Highways, Transport 
and Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard 0345 045 5222

Trading Standards 0845 4040506

Waste Management 0345 045 5207

The Gazette
For email contributions please go 
to our website and upload your 

copy, or email:
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk

To advertise your business in the 
village magazine, please email for 

details:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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Kirstie Timmins Your Local Personal Travel Agent
Let me plan your next holiday, saving you stress and time, I will personally tailor your travel 

experience, providing impartial advice, to help you make up your informed decision
One to one excellent service from start to finish, with free local meetings available.
100% Financial Protection / 24/7 Support / 100% personal customer satisfaction

T. 01767 360014 / 654890     M.07815 814798
E .kirstie.timmins@travelcounsellors.com

W.http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/kirstie.timmins
FB@kirstietimmins

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk


